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The Stage, in its higheſt Proſperity. The Ma- 
nagers not without Errors. Of what Kind. 
Cato fir/t ated. I hat brought it to the 
Stage. The Company go to Oxford, Their 
Succeſs, and different Auditors there. Booth 
made a Sharer, Dogget objects to him. Quits 
the Stage upon his Admittance. That not bis 
true Reaſon. What was. Dogget's Theatrical 
Character. 


Otwithſtanding the Managing Actors 
were, now, in a happier Situation, than 
their utmoſt Pretenſions could have ex- 

pected; yet it is not to be ſuppos'd, but wiſer 
Men might have mended it. As we could not all 
govern our ſelves, there were Seaſons, when 
we were not all fit to govern others. Our Paſ- 
fions, and our Intereſt, drew not always the 
ſame Way. Self, had a great Sway in our 
Debates: We had our Partialities ; our Preju- 
dices ; our Favourites of leſs Merit; and our 
Jealouſies of thoſe who came too near us; 
Frailties, which Societies of higher Conſidera- 
tion, while they are compos'd of Men, will 
not always be free from. To have been con- 
ſtantly capable of Unanimity, had been a 
Bleſſing too great for our Station : One Mind, 
among three People, were to have had three 
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Maſters, to one Servant; but when. that one 
Servant is called three different ways, at the 
ſame time, whoſe Buſineſs is to be done firſt? 
For my own Part, I was force 
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Life, to give up my Share of . 


im. Andif J 
could, by Art, or Perſuaſion, hu der others 
from making, what I thought, a wrong Ute of 
their Power, it was the All, and utmoſt I de- 
tired. Yet whatever might be our perſona] 
Errors, I thail| think I have no Right to ſpeak 
of them farther, than where tlie publick En- 
tertaimment was attected by them. It there- 
fore, among ſo many, tome particular Actors 
were remarkable in any Part of their private 
Lives, that might ſometimes make the World 
merry without Doors; I hope, my laughing 
Friends will excuſe me, if I do not fo ter com- 
ply with their Deſires, or Curioſity, as to 
give them a Place, in my Hittory. I can on- 
ly recommend ſuch Anecdotes to the Amuſe- 
ment, of a noble Perſon, who (in cafe I can- 
ecal them) docs me the tlattering Honour, to 
threaten my Work, with a Supplement. Tis 
enough for me, that ſuch Actors had their Me- 
rits, to the Publick: Let thoſe recite their 
Imperfections, who are themſelves without 
then: It is my Misfortune not to have that 
Qualification. Let us ſec, then (whatever was 
amiſs in it) how our Adminiſtration went for- 
Ward. 

When we were firſt inveited, with this 
Power ; tis Joy of our ſo nexpeRedly COM- 
ing into it, kept us, for ſome time, in Amity, 

and 


— 


1 


CoLlLEY CiBBExR, 22 


and Good-Humour, with one another: And 
the Pleaſure of reforming the many ſalie 
Meaſures, Abſurdities, and Abuſcs that, like 
Weeds, had ſuck'd up the duc Nouriſkment 
from the Fruits of the Theatre, gave us, as 
yet, no Leiſure for private Diſfentions. Our 
daily Reccipts exceeded our Imagination : And 
we ſeldom met, as a Board, to ſettle our 
weekly Accounts, without the Satisfaction of 
Joint-Heirs, juſt in Poſſeſſion of an uncxpect- 
ed Eſtate, that had been diſtantly intail'd up- 
on them. Such a ſudden Change of our Con- 
dition, it may be imagin'd, could not but 
throw out of us a new Spirit, in almoſt every 
Play we appear'd in: Nor did we ever ſink 
into that common Negligence, which is apt 
to follow Good-fortune : Induſtry, we knew, 
was the Life of our Buſineſs; that it not only 
conceal'd Faults, but was of equal Valuc to 
greater Talents without it; which the De- 
cadence once of Betterica's Company in Lin- 
coln's-Inn- Fields, had lately thewa us a Proof 
of. 

This then was that happy Peri xi, when 
both Actors and Managers were in their high- 
eſt Enjoyment of general Content, and Proſ- 
perity. Now it was that the politer World 
too, by their decent Attention, their ſenſible 
Taſte, and their generous Encouragements to 
Authors, and Actors, once more ſaw, that the 
Stage, under a due Regulation, was 4 2 of 


being what the wiſeſt Ages thought matt 
be, The moſt rational Scheme. that rags. a 
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Wit could form, to diſſipate, with Innocence, 
the Cares of Life; to allure even the Turbu- 
lent, or III- difpoſed from worſe Meditations, 
and to give the leifure Hours of Buſineſs, and 
Virtue, an inſtructive Recreation. 

If this grave Aﬀertion is leſs recommended, 
by falling from the Pen of a Comedian ; I 
n nut appeal, for the Truth of it, to the Tra- 

edy of Cato, which was firſt acted in 1712. 
I ſubmit to the judgment of thoſe, who were 
then the ſenſ. ble Spectators of it, if the Suc- 
ceis, and Merit of that Play, was not an Evi- 
dence of every Article of that Value, which 
I have given to a decent Theatre ? Bat (as 
] was obſcrving) it could not be expected the 
Summer Days, I am ſpeaking of, could be the 
conſtant Weather of the Year ; we had our 

clouded Hours, as well as our Sun-ſhine, and 
were not always in the ſame Good-Humour 
with one another: Fire, Air, and Water, 
could not be more vexatiouſly oppoſite, than 
the difterent Tempers of the Three Managers, 
though they mig zht equally have their uſeful, 
s well as their deſtructive Qualitics, How 
variouſly theſe Elements, in our ſeveral Diſ- 
poſitions, operated, may be judged from 
the fullowing fingle Inſtance, as well as a 
thohſand others; which if they were all to 
be told, might poſſibly make my Reader with 
I had forgot them. 

Much about this time, then, there came 
over from Dublin Theatre two uncelebrated Ac- 

to pick up a few Pence among us, in the 

Winter, 
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Winter, as is had a Year, or two before, 
done on their ſide the Water, in the Summer, 
But it was not fo clear to Dgget, and myiclf, 
that it was in their Power, to do us the 
ſame Service in Drury- Lane, as Mis might 
have done them in Dublin, However 15 
was ſo much a Man of Honour, that he ſcorn- 
ed to be outdone in the leaſt Point of it, let 
the Coſt be what it would, to his Fellow-M:- 


nagers, Who had no particular Accounts of 


Honour open with them. To acquit him- 
ſelf therefore with a better Grace, MI, to 
order'd it, that his Hibernian Friends were 
got upon our Stage, before any other Mana- 
ger had well heard of their Arrival. This ſo 
generous Diſpatch of their Affair, gave 7 
a very good Chance of convincing his Friends, 
that Himſelf was ſole Maſter of the Maſters 
of the Company. Here now, the different 
Elements in our Tempers began to work with 
us. While Hills was only D by a 
grateful Hoſpitality to his F riends, Dogge was 
ruffled into a Storm, and look'd upon 2 Ge- 
neroſity, as ſo much Inſult, and IHuſtice upon 
himſelf, and the Fraternity. During this 
Diſorder, I ſtood by, a teeming quiet Paſſen- 
ger, and, ſince talking to the Winds, I knew, 
could be to no great Purpoſe, (whatev er Wceak- 
neſs it might be caitl'd) could not help ſmiling, 
to obſerve with what officious Eaſe, and De- 
light, Nils was treating his Friends at our 
Expence, who were ſcarce acquainted with 
them: For, it ſeems, all this was to end in 
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their having a Pencfit-Play, in the Height of 
the Scaſon, for the unprofitable Service they 
had done us, without our Conſent, or Deſire 
to employ them. Upon this Dagget bounc'd, 
and grew almoſt as untractable as Mils him- 
ſelf, Here, again, I was forc'd to clap my 
Patience to the Helm, to weather this dith- 
cult Point between them: Applying myſelf 
the:efore to the Perſon, I imagin'd was mot 
likely to hear me, I defired Dagget, to con- 
„ fider, that I muſt naturally, be as much 
* hurt, by this vain, and over-bearing Beha- 
„ viour in Nie, as he could be; and that 
c tho' it was true, theſe Actors had no Pre- 
* tence, to the Favour deſign'd them; yet 
We could not ſay they had done us any 
e farther Harm, than letting the Town ſee, 
«© the Parts they had been ſhewn in, had 
** been better dene by thoſe, to whom they 
“properly belong'd: Yet as we had great- 
« ly profited, by the extraordinary Labour 
* of Milte, who acted long Parts almoſt 
* every Day, and at leaſt twice to Doeg- 
* get's Once; and that I granted it might not 
ebe fo much his Conſideration of our com- 
mon Intereſt, as his Fondneſs for Applauſe, 
„that ſet him to Work; yet even that Va- 
** nity, it he ſuppoſed it ſuch, had its Merit 
* to us; and as we had found our Account in 
Hit, it would be Folly upon a Punctilio, to 
** tempt the Rafhneſs of a Man, who was 
capable to undo all he had done, by any 
Act of Exiravagance, that might fly into 
« his 
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his Head: That admitting this Benefit 
might be ſome little Loſs to us, yet to break 
« with him upon it, could not but be ten 
times of worſe Conſequence, than cur over- 
looking bis difagreeable manner of making 
the Demand upon us. 

Though, I found, this had __ Dagget 
drop the Scverity af his Feature , yet he en- 
deavoured ſtill to ſeem uneaſy, by his flarting 
a new Objection, which was, That we could 
not be ſure even of the Charge, they were 
to pay for it: For Wks, ſaid he, vou know 
will go any Length, to make it a good Day, 
to them, and may whiſper the Door-kee; pers, 
to give them the Re: dy-moncy taken, and re- 
turn the Account, in ſuch Tickets only, 
theſe Actors, have not themſelves diss 104 
of. To make this eaſy too, I gave him my 
Word, to be anſwerable for the Charge, my 
ſelf, Upon this he acceded, and accordir 2 v 
they had the Benefit-Play. But fo it happen“ 
(whether as Dagget had ſuſpected, or not, [ 
cannot ſay) the Ready-money recciv'd, feil J“. 
Pounds ſhort of the Sum, they had agrecd 0 
pay for it. Upon the Saturday following, (the 
Day on which we conſtantly macle up 0 
Accounts) I went early to the Office, a7 
inquired, if the Ten Pounds had yet been 
paid in; but not hearing that one Shilling 
of it had found its way hither, I immedi- 
ately ſupply d the Sum out of my own Pocket. 
and directed the Treaſurer to charge it te- 
ceived from me, in the deficient Receipt 
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the Ber. t-Dav. ere, now, it might be 
imagined, ail this filly Matter Was accommo— 
dated, and that no one could o properly lay, 
he was agzrieved, as myſelt : But let us obſerve 


what the Conſequence fayz—whr, the Effect of 


my int " nt 1; erp oſing Honeſty prov d to be 


this: Tliz the Party moſt oblig' d, was the moſt 
( Fended ; and the Of ence Was imp watcd to me, 
who had by zen Ten Pounds out of Pocket, to 
hc able to commit it: For when Tie found, 
in the * un tt, how i, pitefully the Ten P unde 
had been paid in, he wank me aſide into the 


adjacent Stone-Paſla ve, and with ſome Warmth 
my me, What meant by pretending to pay 

Ten Pound: 2 And that, for his part, he 
did not eee a ſuch Treatment. To which 
Ireply'd, That ta I was amaz'd, at his think- 
ing himic!t l-treated, I would give him a 


plain, jultigable An {wer.—T hat 1 had given 
my VV ord to Degget, the Charge of the Bene- 
fit ſhould be fully paid, and ſince his Friends 
nad neglected it, I found myſelf bound to make 
it oc! Upon which he told me, I was mit- 
taken, if I thought, he did not ſce into the 
bottom of all this—That Degget, and I, were 
always endeavouring to thwart and make him 
uneaſy ; but he was able to ſtand upon his own 
Legs, and we ſhould find he would not be 
uled fo : That he took this Payment of the 
Ten Pounds, as an Inſult KAY him, and a 
* to * 8: Friends; but rather than ſuffer 
hen aul ! tear the whole Buſineſs to pieces : 


17 at I knew eit was in his Power to do it; 
Fa] — 
and 
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arid it he could not do a civil thing to a Friend, 
without all this ſenſeleſs Rout about it, he could 
be received in Felund upon his own Terms, 
and could as eafily mend a Company there, #5 
he had done here: That if he were gone, Deg- 
and I would not be able to keep the Doors 
open a Week, and, by G—, he would not be 
a Dradge for nothing, As I knew all this w: 
but the Foam of the high Value he had ſet 
upon himſelt, I thought it not amiſs, to ſcem 
2 little ſilently concerned, for the helpleſs Con- 
dition, to which his Reſentment of the Injury 
I have related, was going to reduce us : For I 
knew I had a Friend, in his Heart, that, if I 
gave him a little time to cool, would ſoon 
bring him to Reaſon : The ſweet Morſcl of 2 
Thouſand Pounds a Year, was not to be met 
with at every Table, and might tempr à nice 
Palate than his own to ſwallow it, when * 
was not out of Humour. This 1 knew would 
always be of Weight with him, when the belt 
Arguments I could uſe, would be of none 
I therefore gave him no farther Provocation. 
than by gravely telling him, We all had it i. 
our Power to do one mothers a Miſchief; but | 
believed none of us much cared to hurt our- 
ſelves ; that if he was not of my Opinion, 
would not be in my Power to hinder whateve- 
new Scheme, he might reſolve upon; that L 
don would always have a Play-houte, and [ 
ſhould have ſome Chance in it, tho" it might 
not be to good as it had been; that he mir: zh 
be ſurc, if I had thought my paving in the 
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456 The LIFE off 
Ten Pounds could have been fo ill received; 
J thoutd have been glad to have ſaved it. U pon 

is he icem'd to mutter ſomething to himſelf, 
and walk'd off, as if he had a mind to be alone. 
I took the Occation, and return'd to Dogget 
to finiſh our Accounts, In about ſix Minutes 
Vi came in, to us; nat in the beſt Humour, 
may be imagine], yet not in ſo ill a one, 
dut that he took his Share of the Ten Pow 2 

ithout ſhewing the leaſt Contempt of 1 

4 

oy hack, had he been proud enough to Lade re- 
ued. or to have paid in himſelf, I might 
have though, he intended to make any his 
Menaces, and that the Injury I had done him 
would never have been forgiven ; but, it ſeems, 
we had different wavs of thinking. 

Or this kind, more or leſs delightful, was 
the Life I led, with this impaticnt Man, for 
full twenty Years. Dogget, as we thall find, 
could not hold it fo long; but as he had more 
Money than I, he had not Occafion for ſo 
much Philoſophy. And thus were our The- 
Atrical Affairs frequently diſconcerted by this 
Acib! e Commander, this Achilles of our Con- 
Wee who, I may be bold to ſay, came 


very little ſhort of the Spirit Hærace gives to 
that Hero in his 


. + 4 
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Intiger, tracundus, inexorabilts, acer. 
This, then, is one of thoſe Perſonal Anecdotes 
of our Variances, which, as our publick Per- 
formances were affected by it, could not, with 
regard to Truth, and Juſtice, be omitted. 
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From this time to the Year 1712, my Me- 
mory (from which Repoſitory alone, every 
Article of what I write is collected) has no- 
thing worth mentioning, till the firſt acting of 
the Tragedy of Cato. As to the Play itſelf, 
it might be enough to ſay, That the Author, 
and the Actors had their different Hopes of 
Fame, and Profit, amply anſwer'd by the Per- 
formance; but as its Succeſs was attended 
with remarkable Conſequences, it may not be 
amiſs to trace it, from its ſeveral Years Con- 
cealment, in the Cloſet, to the Stage. 

In 1703, nine Vears before it was acted, I 
had the Pleaſure of reading the firſt four Acts 
(which was all of it then written) privately 
with Sir Richard Steele + It may be needleſs, to 
ſay it was impoſſible to lay them out of my 
Hand, 'till I had gone thro' them; or to 
dwell upon the Delight, his Friendſhip to the 
Author receiv'd, upon my being ſo warmly 
pleas'd with them: But my Satisfaction was 
as highly diſappointed, when he told me, 
Whatever Spirit Mr. Addiſon had thewn in his 
writing it, he doubted, he would never have 
Courage enough, to let his Cato ſtand the 
Cenſure of an Enghifh Audience; that it had 
only been the Amuſement of his leiſure Hours 
in Taly, and was never intended for the Stage. 
This Poetical Diffidence Sir Ricbard himſelf 
ſpoke of with ſome Concern, and in the 
Tranſport of his Imagination, could not hel 
ſaying, Good God ! what a Part would Better- 
ton make of Cato! But this was ſeven Years 
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before Bu/terton died, and when Booth (who 
afterwards made his Fortune by acting it) was 
in his Theatrical Minority. In the latter end 
of Queen Anne's Reign, when our National 


Politicks had changed Hands - the Friends of 


Mr. Addiſon, then thought 1t a proper time 
to anmate the Publick with the Sentiments 
of Cat); in a word, their Importunities were 
too warm to be reſiſted; and it was no ſooner 
finiſh'd, than hurric4 to the Stage, in April 
1712, ata time when three Days a Week were 
uſu lly appointed for the Bencfit Plays of par- 
ticular Actors: But a Work of that critical 
Importance was to make its way, through 
all private Conſiderations; nor could it poſſi- 
bly give place to a Cuſtom, which the Breach 
of could very littlc prejudice the Benefits, that 
on ſo unavoidable an Occaſion, were (in part, 
tho' not wholly) poſtpon'd ; it was therefore 
(Meondavs excepted) acted every Day for a 
Month to conſtantly crowded Houſes. As the 
Author had made us a Preſent of whatever 
Profits he might have claim'd from it, we 
thought ourfeives obliged, to ſpare no Coſt, 
in the proper Decorations of it. Its coming, 
ſo late in the Seaſoen, to the Stage, prov'd 
of particular Advantage, to the ſharing Ac- 
tors; becauſe the Harveſt of our annual Gains 
was generally over, before the middle of 
March ; many ſelect Audiences being then, 
uſually reſerv 'd, in favour to the Benefits of 
private Actors ; which fixt Engagements natu- 
rally abated the Receipts of the Days, beforc 

and 
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and after them: But this unexpected Aſter- 
crop of Cato, largely ſupplied to us, thoſe De- 
ficiencies ; and was almoſt equal to two fruit- 
ful Seaſons, in the ſame Year; at the Cloſe of 
which, the three managing AC ors found them- 
ſelves, each a Gainer of thirteen hundred, and 
fifty Pounds : But to return to the firſt Recep- 
tion of this Play from the Publick. 

Although Cate ſeems plainly written upon 
what are called g Principles; yet the Tory; 
of that time had Senie enough not to take 1t, 
as the leaſt Reflection, upon their Adminiſtra- 
tion; but, on the contrary, they ſeem'd to 
brandith, and vaunt their Approbation of every 
Sentiment in favour of Liberty, which by a 

ublick Act of their Generofity, was carried 
ſo high, that one Day, while the Play was 
acting, they collected fifty Guineas in the 
Boxes, and made a Preſent of them to Booth, 
with this Compliment For his. boneſt Op- 
poſition to a perpetual Diftator ; and his dy- 
ing fo bravely, in the Cauſe of Liberty: What 
was infinuated, by any Part of thete Words, 
is not my Affair: but ſo publick a Reward 
had the Appearance of a laudable Spirit, which 
only ſuch a Play, as Cato, could have inſpired ; 
nor could Beth be blam'd, if upon fo par- 
ticular a Diſtinction of his Merit, he began 
himſelf to ſet more Value upon it: How far 
he might carry it, in making uſe of the Fa- 
vour he ſtood in with a certain Nobleman, 
then in Power, at Court, was not difficult to 
penetrate ; and indeed, ought always to have 
been 
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been expected by the managing Actors: For 
w hich of them (making the Caſe every Way 
his own) could with ſuch Advantages, have 
contented himſelf, in the humble Station ot 
an hired Actor? But let us ſee how the 
Managers ſtood feverally affected, upon this 
Occaſion, 

Degget, who expected, though he fear'd not, 
the 3 T f what after _ Dappen'd, n 


it: A to cover his Defign with all the — 
of a OS he infinuated to us for he was a 
ſtaunch Lig) that this Preſent of fifty Guineas, 
was a fort of a Tor Triumph, which they 

had no Pretence to; and that for his Part, 
be could not bear, that ſo redoubted a Cham- 
pion for Liberty, as Cats, ſhould be bought 
off, to the Cauſe of a Contrary Party: He 
therefore, in the ſeeming Zeal of his Heart, 
propoſed, that the Managers themſelves ſhould 

make the ſame Preſent to Beath, which had 
been made him, from the Boxes, the Day 
before. This, he ſaid, would recommend the 
Equality, and liberal Spirit of our Manage- 
nent, to the Town, and might be a Means, 
to ſecure Beth more firmly in our Inte- 
reſt ; it never having been known, that the 
Skill of the beſt Actor had received fo round 
a Reward, or Gratuity, in one Day, before. 
Wilks, who wanted nothing but Abilities to 
be as cunning as Degget, was ſo charm'd with 
the Propoſal, that he long'd that Moment, to 
make Heath the Pretent, with his own Hands; 


and 
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and though he knew he had no Right to do 
it, without my Conſent, had no Patience to 
alk it; upon which I turned to Degget, with 
a cold Smile, and told bim, that it Bech 
could be purchas'd, at ſo cheap a Rate, it 
would be one of the beſt Proots ot his Ozco- 
nomy, we had ever been bcholden to: I there- 
fore deſired we might have a little Patience; 
that our doing it too haſtily might be only 
making ſure of an Occaſion to throw the fifty 
Guineas away; for if we ſhould be obliged to 
do better for him, we could never expect, that 
Booth would think himſelf bound, in Honour, 
to refund them. This ſeem'd ſo abſurd an 
Argument to Vis, that he began with his 
uſual Freedom of Speech to treat it, as a piti- 
ful Evaſion of their intended Generofity : But 
Dagget, who was not ſo wide of my Meaning, 
clapping his Hand upon mine, ſaid, with an 
Air of Security, O! don't trouble yourſelf! 
there muſt be two Words to that Bargain; 
let me alone to manage that Matter. /s, 
upon this dark Diſcourſe, grew uncaſy, as it 
there were ſome Secret between us, that he 
was to be left out of, Therefore, to avoid 
the Shock of his Intemperance, I was reduc'd 
to tell him, that it was my Opinion, that 
Bath would never be made eaſy, by any thing 
we could do for him, 'ti!! he had a Share, in 
the Profits, and Management ; and that, as 
he did not want Fricnds to aſſiſt kim, whati- 
ever his Merit might be before, every one 
would think, face his acting of Cats, he had 
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now enough to back his Pretentions to it. To 
which D-gget reply'd, that nobody could think 
his Mcrit was flighted by fo handſome a Pre- 
ſent, as fifty Guincas; and that for his farther 
Pretenſions, whatever the Licenſe might avail, 
our Property of Houſe, Scenes, and. Cloaths 
were our own, and not in the Power of the 
Crown to diſpoſe of, To conclude, my Ob- 
jections, that the Money would be only thrown 
away, Ec. were over-rul'd, and the ſame 
Night Bocth had the fifty Guineas, which he 
receiv'd with a Thankfulneſs, that made , 
and Dogge? perfectly eaſy ; inſomuch that they 
ſeem' d, for ſome time, to triumph in their 
Conduct, and often endeavour'd to laugh my 
Jealouſy out of Countenance : But in the fol. 
lowing Winter, the Game happen'd to take a 
difterent Turn; and then, if it lud been a 
laughing Matter, I had as ſtrong an Occaſion 
to ſmile at their former Security. But before 
I make an End of this Matter, I cannot paſs 
over the good Fortune of the Company, that 
followed us, to the Act at Oxford, wich was 
held in the intervening Summer: Perhaps 
too, a ſhort View of the Stage, in that different 
Situation, may not be uuccceptable to the 
Curious, 

After the Reſtoration of King Charles, be- 
fore the Cavalier, and Rewnd-head Parties, un- 
der their new Denomination of ig, and 
Tire, began again to be politically troubleſome, 
publick Acts at Oxford (as I find by the Date 
of ſeveral Prologues written by Dryden, for 
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; 
| Hart on thoſe Occaſions) had been more fre- | 
| quently held than in later Reigns. Whether | 
| the ſame Party-Diſſentions may have occaſion'd 
| the Diſcontinuance of them, is a Speculation, 
not neceſſary to be enter'd into. But theſe A- 
cademical Jubilees have uſhally been look'd 
upon as a kind of congratulatory Compliment, 
to the Acceſſion of every new Prince, to the 
| Throne, and generally, as ſuch have attended | 
them. King James, notwithſtanding his Re- f 
| ligion, had the Honour of it; at which the 
| 
| 


Players, as uſual, aſſiſted. This I have only | 
mention'd, to give the Reader a Theatrical 
Anecdote of a Liberty, which Tony Leigh the 

| Comedian took with the Character of the well 
known Obadiab Walker, then Head of Univer- | 
{ity College, who, in that Prince's Reign, had | 
turn'd Roman Cathol; ct: The Circumſtance 15 
this. 

In the latter end of the Comedy call'd the 
Committee, Leigh, who acted the Part of 
Teague, hauling in Obadiab, with an Halter 
about his Neck, whom, according to his writ- 
ten Part, he was to threaten to hang, for no 
better Reaſon than his refuſing to drink the 
King's Health, (but here Leigb) to juſtify his 
Purpoſe, with a ſtronger Provocation, put him- 
ſelf into a more, than ordinary Hcat. * his 
Captive Obad; ab, which having heighten'd his 
Maſter's Curioſity, to know what Cadtn had 
done to deſerve ſuch Ut: ige, Leigh, fol ding Bis 
Aims, with a ridiculous Stare of Altos 11:1ment, 


reply'd——Upon my Sbeule, be has flange hrs 
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now enough to back his Pretentions to it. To 
which D-zget replv'd, that nobody could think 
his Mcrit was flighted by fo handſome a Pre- 
ſent, as fifty Guineas ; and that for his farther 
Pretenſions, whatever the Licenſe might avail, 
our Property of Houſe, Scenes, and Cloaths 
were our own, and not in the Power of the 
Town to diſpoſe of. To conclude, my Ob- 
jections, that the Money would be only thrown 
away, Ec. were over-rul'd, and the ſame 
Night Beth had the fifty Guineas, which he 
receiv'd with a Thankfulneſs, that made 7, 
and Dogge? perfectly eaſy ; inſomuch that they 
ſeem'd, tor ſome time, to triumph in their 
Conduct, and often endeavour'd to laugh my 
Jealouſy out of Countenance : But in the fol. 
lowing Winter, the Game happen'd to take a 
different Turn; and then, if it lud been a 
laughing Matter, I had as ſtrong an Occaſion 
to ſmile at their former Sccurity. Put before 
I make an End of this Matter, I cannot paſs 
over the good Fortune of the Company, that 
followed us, to the Act at Oxford, witch was 
held in the intervening Summer : Perhaps 
too, a ſhort View of the Stage, in that different 
Situation, may not be uuccceptable to the 
Curious, 

After the Reſtoration of King Charles, be- 
fore the Cavalier, and Rewd-head Parties, un- 
der their new Denomination of Jig, and 
Tory, began again to be politically troubleſome, 
publick Acts at Oxford (as I find by the Date 
of ſeveral Prologues written hy Dryder, for 
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Hart on thoſe Occaſions) had been more fre- 
quently held than in later Reigns. Whether 
the ſame Party-Diſſentions may have occaſion'd 
the Diſcontinuance of them, is a Speculation, 
not neceſſary to be enter'd into. But theſe A- 
cademical Jubilees have utually been look'd 
upon as a kind of congratulatory Compliment, 
to the Acceſſion of every new Prince, to the 
Throne, and generally, as ſuch have attended 
them. King James, notwithſtanding his Re- 
ligion, had the Honour of it; at which the 
Players, as uſual, aſſiſted. This I have only 
mention'd, to give the Reader a Theatrical 
Anecdote of a Liberty, which Tony Leigh the 
Comedian took with the Character of the well 
known Obadiab Walker, then Head of Univer- 


{ity College, who, in that Prince's Reign, had 


turn'd Roman Catholic: The Circumitance 1s 
this. 
In the latter end of the Comedv call'd the 


Committee, Leigh, who acted the Part of 


Teague, hauling in Obadiah, with an Halter 
about his Neck, whom, according to his writ- 
ten Part, he was to threaten to hang, for no 
better Reaſon than his refuſing to drink the 
King's Health, (but here Leigh to juſtify his 
Purpoſe, with a ſtronger Provocation, put him- 
ſelf into a more, than ordinary Heat, W 5 his 
Captive Obad:ah, which having heighten'd his 
Maſter's Curioſity, to know what Cadul had 
done to deſerve ſuch Uſage, Lig, folding his 
Arms, with a ridiculous Stare of Altoniii: ment, 
reply'd—- Upon my Sbeule, he has range hrs 
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Religion. As the Merit of this Jeſt lay chiefly 
in the Auditors ſudden Application of it, to 
the Obadich of Oxtird, it was received with 
all the Triumph of Applauſe, which the Zeal 
of a Mere: nt Religion could inſpire. But 
Leigh was given to underſtand, that the King 
Was high! y diſpleaſed at it, imme as it had 
ſhewn him, that the Univerſity was in a Tem- 
per to make a je ft of his Prosch te. But to 
return to the Conduct of our own Affairs there, 
in 1712 
It had been a Cuſtom for the Comedians, 
while at Oxfard, to act twice a Day; the firſt 
Play ending every Morn: Ng, befire the Col- 
lege Hours of dining, and the other never to 
break into the time of ſhutting thcir Gates in 
the Evening. This extraordinary Labour gave 
all the hired Actors a Title to double Pay, 
which, at the Act, in King Milliam“ Tre, [ 
had myſelf accordingly received there. But 
the preſent Managers conſideri ing, that by ating 
only once a Day, "their Spirits might be freſher 
for every ſingle Perf ormance, and that by this 
Means, they "might be able to fill up the Term 
of their Reſidence, without the Repetition of 
their beſt and ſtrongeſt Plays; and as their 
Theatre was contrived to hold a full third more, 
than the uſual Form of it had done, one Houſe 
well 1..'d, might anſwer the Profits of two 
but mo: lerately taken up: Being enabled too, 
by their late Succeſs, at Landin, to make the 
Journey pleaſant, and profitable to the reſt of 
their Society, they reſolved to conmnyge to them, 
{cir 
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„Her, at N?53 in Fleet Street, as the Act directs 10 Auguit 1773. 
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Abatement of half their Labour, Tis = 
duct of tne Minazers more than anſwer'd heir 
Intentr: N. which was rather to get not. 


D 
thomicives, than not let their Fraternity be the 
* 


better tor the Expediti n. Thus thev laid an 
Obligation upon their Company 
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C3.iners by it. But mv chief Reaſon 


r bring 
ing the Reader to 7 4, Was to fhew th. dif 
ferent Taſte of Plays there, from that which 


prevail'd at Lendin, A Arcat deal of that? te, 
flaſhy Wit, and forc'd Humour, which had 


been the Delight of our Metropoiitan Xlulti 
tude, was only rated there at its bare. i 

ſick Value; Applautc was not to be purchated 
there, but by the true Sterling, the Sol H) 
of a Genius; unlels where the Skiil ot the 


dinary Strokes of Nature, Hafer, and 
Jol nſan had, there, a fort of claſſical Authcrity ; 
tor whoſe maſterly Scenes they feem'd to have 
as implicit a Reverence, as formerly, for the 


Ethics ot Ariftetle ; and were os incapable of 
allowing Moderns to be their Competitors, as of 
changing their Academical Habits tor gaudy 
Colours, or Embronuicry, Whatever Merit, 
tLerefore, ſome fury ot our more poiitcly= 
written Comedies might pretend to, they hat 
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386 The LIFE of 
Accomplihments did not diſlike themſclves, in 
the Glats, that was held to them: The elegant 
Follics of higher Life, were not, at Oxford, 
among their Acquaintance, and conſequently 
might not be ſo good Company, to a learned 
Audience, as Nature, in her plain Dreſs, and 
unornamented, in her Purſuits and Inclinations, 
{ccm'd to be. 


The only diſtinguiſh'd Merit, allow'd to 


1 


any modern Writer, was to the Author of 


Cato, which Play being the Flower of a Plant, 
raiſed in that learned Garden, (for there Mr, 
Addi ſen had his Education) what Favour may 
we not ſuppoſe was due to him, from an Au- 
dience of Brethren, who from that local Re- 
lation to him, might naturally have a warmer 
Pleaſure, in their Benevolence to his Fame ? 
But not to give more Weight to this imaginary 
Circumſtance, than it mav bear, the Fact was, 
acting it, our Houſe 


was, in a manner, inveſted ; and Entrance 
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ds continued for three Days together, (an 
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common Curioſity in that Place) and the 


Death of Cate trinmplh'd over the Injuries of 
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not always been paid, upon the ſame Occa- 
ſions; for at the Act, in King, J. "(ham's 1 ime, 
remember ſome Pranks oi a ditterent Nature 


1 ee r 6 Wa ) 8 
had been complain'd of, Our receipts had 


hg 
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not only. enabled us (as I have obterv'd) t. 
. ' . wi 

double the Pay of every Actor, but to aflord 


| ' | * 4 , 
out of them, towards tity Rep. r of St. Mary's 
Church, the Contribution ©! Ev pounds 


Beſides which, cach of the three Managers 
had to- his reſpective Share, clear of all Charges, 
one hundred and fifty more, for his ene and 
twenty Days Labour ; wh! h being added to 
his thirtcen hundred, and fit in t! 
Winter preceding, amounted, in the whole, 
to fifteen hundred; the greatett Sum ever 
known to have been ſhared, in one \ ear, to 
that Time: And to the Honour of our \ndie 
tors, here, and elſewhere be it po! 
was rais'd, without the Aid of thofe barbarous 
Entertainments, with which, fore fc. Years 
after (upon the Re-citabliſhment oi two con- 
tending Companies) We Were forc'd to diſgrace 
the Stage, to lupport it. 
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This, therefore, is that emarkable Period, 
when the Stage, during my unc upon it, Vas 
the leaſt reproackabie : And it may be wort 
the publick Obtervation (if any thing 1 have 
Cid of it can be fo) that Cue Stage mi, 35 l 
have prov'd it has done, ver), audi wupport 
it ſelf, by fuch Specttact. ly. re fit to de- 
light: * { Aſible People but tl | i of 1 
rity of Tic Stages has al. Leon Of a very 
f : 8 1 
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ſhould ever recover, into the true Taſte of 
that Time, and ſtick to it; the Stage mult 


ncral Tatte is vulgar, the Stage muſt come 
Gowr to it, to H. But 1 atk Pardon ot 
the Multitude, who, in all Regulations of the 
Stage, may expect, to be a little indulg'd, in 
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May-pole, why, the Players mutt gde them a 
Navy-polcz but I only ſpeak, in cafe they 
ſhould Keep an old Cuitom of changing their 
Minds ; and bv their Privilege of being in the 

ſhould take a Fancy, by way of Varic- 
tv. of being in the rielt.— Then, in ſuch a 
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the Licenſe ; for Cillier, though now but a ffth 
Manager, ſtill inſiſted on his former Appoint— 
ment of 700 J. a tear; which, in touty 
ought certainly to have been pr portionably 
abated : But Court-Favour was not always mea- 
ſur'd by that Yard ; Cillicr's Matter was toon 
ont of the Queſtion ; his Preteniions were too 
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ected. Let us ſec, then, how tl 
critical Caſe was handled. 
i, was of Onion, that fo ct 4 8 d 
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that he had no mind to diſpoſe of any Fart Ol 


his Propertv, and therefore would ſet no Price 
upon it all. Though 1 allow'd, that Both 


theſe Opinions might be L rounded ON 4 ood 
deal of Equity, yet I was not ure that cither 
of them was Practic bie; nd therefore id 
them, that when they could Buth agree, which 
of them could be made fo, they might rely on 
my Conſent, in ane Shape. In the mean time, 
deſired they would conſider, that as our Li- 
cente ſubſiſted only during Pleature, we could 
not pretend, that the Queen might not recall, 
or alter it: But that to ſpeak out, without 
Buncing the matter on either Side, the Truth 
C C2 Was 
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| Was plamly this: That Broth had a manifeſt 

Nern, as an Actor; and as he was not ſu 
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ONLY 1160s d upon us, from his Merit to the | 
Court, we were chen, in the Condition of other | 
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„ indecd, Law, Right, and 
Poſieii 


| 10, 1N! tit have a tolerable Tus, for | 
our Pr Ppertv : But as the Town would alwavs | 
lock upon his Merit to them, in a ſtronger | 


| Light, 
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Light, and be Judges of it themſelves, it 
would be a weak, and idle Endeavou, in us, 
not to fail with the Stream, wacen we might 
poſſibly make a Merit of our cheerfully ad- 
mitting him: That though his former Oppo- 


ſition to our Intereit, might, between Man and 
Man, a good deal juſtify our not inikings an 


earlier Friend of him; yet that was a Diſob- 


ligation, out of the Town's Rcevard, aa con- 
tequentiy would be of no wcFiziit, againſt 
ſo zpprov'd an Actor's being prefer d. ut 


% þ 3 


ail this, notwithſtanding it CY (CLI b FULLY 
agree, in a different Opinion, I would, at 
the Hazard of any Conſequence, be guided 


cre, now, will be ſhewn another Inſtance 
of our different Tempers : Degget (who in all 
Matters, that concern'd our common Wea, 
and Intereſt, little regarded our Opinion, and, 
even to an Obſtinacy, walked by his own) 
look'd only out of Humour, at what I had 
ſaid, and without thinking himiclt oblig'd to 
give any Reaſon for it, declar'd, he would 
maintain his Property. Wilks, (who, upon 
the ſame Occaſions, was as remarkabiy duc 
as when his Superiority on the Stage, wa: 


* 


queſtion, he was aſſuming, and intractab.c 


aid, for his Part, provided our Butnc!: 
acting was not interrupted, he did not car 
What we did: But, in ſhort, he was for play- 


ing on, come what would of it. This last 


Part of his Declaration I did not diflike, and 
therefore I deſir'd, we might all cnicr into an 
2e imme: 
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min nite Treaty with Beh, upon the Terms 
as Anion, Derggrt ſtill ſullenly reply'd, 
| Oecalion, to enter into any 


' n, to toften him, propos'd, 

Is | * Cat as | 
| | : LIOT FEE MENT undertake u 
* ed. No! he would not be 


: than other d the fame ruft 
ty 1 approrv'd of it. Mi! 
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tres tripartite, we could not diſpoſe of 
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his Property, without his Conſent : Yet: thoſe 
Indentures could not oblige us to faſt, becauſe 
Ne 1 1 Na Appetite; and it the VIII! did nt 
| we could have no Bread: We therefore 


dctermin'd, at any Hazard, to kcep our Buſi- 
ness fill going, and that our ſafeſt way would 
De, to male the beſt Bargain we could with 
Heth; ane Article of which was to be, That 
rl ſtand cqually anſyerable with us, 
* enger, for the Conſequence: To which 
Booth 
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Docth made no Objection, and the reſt of his 
Aorcement, was to allow us Six Hundred 
Pounds for his Share, in our Property, which 
was to be paid by ſuch Sums as ſhould ariſe 
trom half his Profits of Acting, till the whole 
Was diſcharg'd: Yet fo cautious were we in 
this Affair, that this Agreement was only Ver- 
bal on our Part, tho' written, and fign'd by 
Both, as what intirely contented him: How- 
ever, Bond and Judgment, could not have made 
it more ſecure, to him ; for he had his Share, 
and was able to diſcharge the Incumbrance up- 
on it, by his Income of that Year only. Let 
us fee what Degget did in this Affair, after he 
had left us. | 

Might it not be 1magin'd, that is, and 
Myſelf, by having made this Matter eaſy to 
P::th, ſhould have deſerv'd the Approbation 
at leaſt, if not the Favour of the Court, that 
had exerted fo much Power to prefer him ? 
But ſhall I be believed, when I afhrm, that 
Dagget, who had fo ſtrongly oppos'd the 
Court, in his Admiſſion to a Share, was very 
acar getting the better of us both, upon that 
Account, and for ſome time appeared to have 
more Favour there, than either of us ? Let 
me tell out my Story, and then think what you 
pleaſe of it. 

Jagget, who was equally oblig'd, with us, 
to act, upon the Stage, as to aſſiſt, in the Ma- 
nagement of it, tho*' he had refus'd to do either, 
{till demanded of us his whole Sharc of the 
Profits, without conſidering what Part of them 
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Bcr2h might pretend tO, from our late Conceſ- 
hon. After many fruitleſs Endeavours to bring 
hun b to us; B3cth join d with us in mak- 
ing bim an Otter of halt a Sh e, if he had a 


mind totally to quit the Stage, and make it A 
ne- cure. No! he wanted the whole, and to 


it ul himſelf, while we (if we pleaſed) might 
work for hin, or let it alone, and none of us 


neither he, nor we, be the better for it. 

What we imagin'd encourag'd him to hold us 

at this thort Defiance, was, that he had laid 

up enough to live upon, without the Stage (for 

he was one of thoſe cloſe Occonomiſts, whom 

Prodizals call a Miſer) and therefore partly from 
** Wa 


aur Inclination, as an invincible I c 
nalize himſelf in defence of his Property, and 
as much preſuming that our Neceſſities would 
oblige us to come to his own Terms, he was 


— 


determin'd (even adainſt the Opinion of his 


— a 5 * 3 % 3 1 1 8 
Friend) to make no other Peace, with us. 
] * 1 a * | * 4 * ln 6 
Baut 1 1 being able, by T3115 infexüible Perſcve 
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nc, to have his wicked WIII of us, he Was 
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ctolv'd to go to the Fountain- head of his own 
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Dittrels, and try, it Irom tnence, he cou 


ppeal'd to 
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rn the Current agamit us. C 
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tc Vice-Chambertiain, to whoſe 


ting. of all theſe Theatrical Ditliculties, 
was then committed: But there, I dare ſay, 
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1 Fivour; However, be that as it may 
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could make more Noiſe in the Matter, than 
Courtiers might care for: Or what Charms, 
Spclls, or Conjurations he m ight make uſe 

is all Darkneis to me; yet fo it was, he one 
wav or Other, play'd his part ſo well, that, in 
a few D vs ade he received an Order, feen 
the Vice-Chun erlain. poſitively commandin 

us, to pay Dre get bie whole Share, — 
ſtand ling, we had } piers war d before of his hav- 
ing withdrawn hiniſelf from acting on the 
Stage, and from the Nianagement of it. This 
J thought was a dainty Diſtinction indeed! 
that Dogs't's Defiance of the Commands in 
our ot Bee, thould be rewarded with fo 
ample a S/rc-crre z and that we, for our Obe- 
dience, ſhould be condemn'd to dig in the 
ine, to pay it him! This bitter Pill, I con- 
feſs, was more than I could down with, and 
therefore ſoon determin'd, at all Events, never 
to take it. Dut as I had a Man of Power to 
deal with, it was not my Buſineſs to {peak cnt 
to him, or to ſet forth our Treatment, in it- 
proper Coicurs. My only Doubt was, Whe- 
ther I _—_ bring Wilks into the ſame Senti- 
ments (for he never car'd to litigate any thing, 
that lid not affect his Figure upon the Stage 
But I had the good Fortune to lay our rs 
tion in o precarious and diſe greeable a Ligh 

two him, if we ſubmitted to this Order, | a6 
he fr'd, before I could get thro' halt the Con- 
ſequences of it; and I began now to find it 
more difficult to keep him within Bounds, 
than 1 had before to alarm him. I then pro- 
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Coltty CIBBER. 397 
that we had three Pockets to ſupport our Ex- 
pence, where he had but One. My firſt Di- 
rection to our Solicitor was, to ule all poffi- 
ble Delay, that the Law would admit of ; a 

© 


Direction, that Lawvers ſeldom neglect ; by 


* 


12 ; 1 a , JENS 1 
this means we hung up out Plaintiff about 


ve were at full 
Leiſure to come to a Hearing before the Lord 
Chanceltor . 70 9 Which did not D. pen till 
after the Accelſion of his late Majeſty. The 
Iſſue of it was this. Dgget had about four- 
teen Days allow'd him to make his Election, 
whether he would return to act, as uſual: 
his Counſel, That he ra- 


two Years, in Cpancery, 'tlii \ 
| | 
1 


But he declaring, b: 
ther choſe to quit NC dtage, he was decreed 
Six Hundred Pounds tor his Share, in our Pro- 
perty, with 15 per Cent, Intercit, from the 
Date of the laſt Licenſe : Upon the Receipt 
of which, both Partics were to ſign Gencral- 
Releaſes, and feverally to pay their own Coſts. 
By this Decree, Dagget, when his Lawyer's 
Bill was paid, ſcarce got one Year's Purchaſe, 
of what we had offer'd him without Law, 
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valuable an Actor, let him conſider, that he 
is not obliged to go through the relt of this 
Chapter, which I fairly tell him before-hand, 
will only be fill'd up with a few idle Aucc- 
dotes, leading to that Diſcovery. 

After our Law-ſuit was ended, Derget, for 
ſome few Years could ſcarce bear the Sight 
of Wilks, or myſelf; tho' (as flu be: ſhewn) 
for different Reaſons: Vet it was his Misfor- 
tune to meet with us almoſt every Day, But- 
ton's Coftee-houſe, fo celebrated in the Tathers, 
for the Good-Company, that came there, was 
at this time in its higheſt Requeit. Add:for, 
Steele, Pope, and ſeveral other Gentlemen of 
different Merit, then made it their conſtant 
Rendezvous. Nor could Daggct decline the a- 
greeable Converſation there, tho' he was daily 
{ure to find ks, or myſclt, in the tame Place, 
to ſour his Share of it: For as ils, and 
He were differently proud; the one rejoicing 
in a captious, over-bearing, valiant Pride; and 
the other in a ſtiff, ſullen, Purſe-Pride, it 
may be eaſily conceiv'd, when two ſuch Tem- 
pers met, how agreeable the Sight of one 
was to the other. And as Degget knew, I 
had been the Conductor of our Defence, a- 


Zainſt his Law-ſuit, which had hurt hun more, 
tor the Loſs he had ſuſtain'd, in his Reputa- 
tion of underſtanding Bubrcis, which he va- 


lued himſelf upon, than his Diſappoint- 
ment had, of getting ſc little by it; it was 
no Wonder if I was intirely out of his good 
Graces, which I confet: INCH 
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any reaſonable Terms to have recover'd; he 
being of all my Theatrical Brethren, the Man 
I moſt delighted in: For when he was not 
in a Fit of Wiſdom, or not over-concerned 
about his Intereſt, he had a great deal of enter- 
taining Humour: I therefore, notwithſtand- 
ing his Reſerve, always left the Door open 
to our former Intimacy, if he were inclined 
to come into it. I never failed to give him 
my Hat, and, zur Servant, wherever I met 
him; neither of which he would ever return, 
tor above a Year after; but I ſtill per ſiſted, in 
my uſual Salutation, without obſerving, he- 
ther it was civilly received, or not. This ri- 
diculous Silence, between two Comedians, that 
had ſo lately liv'd in a conſtant Courſe of 
Raillery with one another, was often ſmil'd 
at, by our Acquaintance, who frequented the 
fame Cotice-houſe : And one of them carri- 
ed his Jeſt upon it fo far, that when I was 
at tome Diſtance from Town, he wrote me 
a formal Account, that Degget was actually 
dead. After the firſt Surprize, his Letter 
gave me, was over, I began to confider, that 
this coming from a droll Friend to bath of 
us, might poſſibly be writ en, to extract ſome 
Merriment out of my real Pelief of it: In 
this I was not unwilling to eratify kim, and 
returned an Anſwer, as it I had taken the 
Truth of his News for granted; and was 
not 'a little pleas'd, that 1 had ſo fair an 
Opportunity of tpeaking my Mind freely ot 
Dezert, which 1 did, in ſome Favour of his 
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400 The L1-F-F. of 
Character ; I excus'd his Faults, and was juſt 
to his Merit. His Law-ſuit with us, I My 
imputed to his having naturally de civ'd lum- 
ſelt in the Juſtice of his Cauſe. What I moſt 
complain'd of was, his irreconcilable Diſaffec- 
tion to me, upon it, whom he could not rea- 
ſonably blame, for ſtanding in my own De- 
fence ; that not to endure me aſter it, was a 
Reflection upon his Senſe, when all our Ac- 
quaintance had been Witnefics of our foriner 
Intimacy; which my Behaviour in his Lite- 
time, had plainly ſthewn him, I had a mind 
to renew. But fince he was now gone (how- 
ever great a Churl he was to me) I was forry 
my Correſpondent had loit him. 

This Part of my Letter, I was ſure, if Deg- 
get's Eyes were ſtill open, would be thewn 
to him; if not, I had only writ it to no 
Purpoſe. But about a Month after, when I 
came to Town, I had ſome little Reaſon to 
imagine it had the Effect I with'd from it: 
For, one Day fitting over-againit him, at the 
ſame Coffec-houſe, where we often mixt at the 
ſame Table, tho' we never exchang'd a fingle 
Syllable, he graciouſly extended his Hand, tor 
a Pinch of my Snuff: As this ſcem'd, from 
him, a fort of breaking the Ice of his Temper, 
took Courage upon it, to break Silence on 
my Side, and aſk'd him how he lik dit? To 
which, with a ſlow Heſitation, naturally af- 


ſiſted by the Action of his taking the Snuff, he 
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poſſibly think all this extremely trifling, will 
confider that Trifles fometimes ſhow Charac- 
ters in as ſtrong a Light, as Facts of ore (ori 
ous Importance, I am in hopes he may allow 
that my Matter leſs necds an Excuſe, cha 
Excuſe itielf docs; if not, I muſt ſtand con- 
demn'd at the end of my Story. — But let me 
go on. f : 

After a few Days of theſe coy, Lalv-lile 
Compliances, on his Side, we grew into o 
more converſable Temper : At lait, I. 
proper Occaſion, and defired he u 
frank with me, as to let me know. whos hy, 
his real Diſlike, or Motive, that made him 
throw up ſo good an Income, as lis S 2. 
us annually brought him in? For thouzh by 


our Admiſſion of Both, it might not vrobably 


Year, as formerly; vei tie Remaindcr wir go 
conſiderable, to be quarrel'd with, and was 


amount to {v5 much hy 1 Hundred or to 54 ; 


likely to continue more, than the beit Actors 
before us, had ever got, by the Stage. And 


* - *\lo & 0 £ A 9 


farther, to encourage him to be open, «© told 
him, If I had done any thits, thut had part; 
cularly diſobliged him, I was rev, if lie 
could put me in the wav, to mals him any 
Amends in my Power; if nor, I dme he 
would be ſo juit to him ſelf, as to let me know 
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hc was very caſy, as he was; but where others 
were to diſpoſe of his Property as they plcas'd 


— if you had ſtood it out, as I did, Beth 


might have paid a better Price for 1t.—— You 
were too much afraid of the Court—but that's 
over. There were other things in the 

Play houſe. No Man of Spirit. In ſhort, to 
be always peſter'd, and provok'd by a trifling 
Waſp—a—rvain— ſhallow! — A Man would 
ſooner beg his Fre d, than bear it.—Ilere it 
im: 1 therefore aik'd 

him, what he had to bear, that I had not my 
Sharc of?) No! it was not the fame thing, he 
4. —You can play with a Bcar, or let hun 
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never thoroug hi, lieve i ti 
his own Mouth. And 1, c thong. i 
Concern he had een at 8 4 4 | deal 
inconſiitent wich that 
Was oencrally allow' d! 
* * 1 , 

Reaſons for it, periiups te us. 


have a better Opinion of rv ear N that ; 
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it may, I cannot help wa: iy wit he, who 
was ſo much more capable of Refliexion, than 
Wilks, could ſacrifice 10 ble an Income. 
te his Impatience of anovth: | Frailty! 
And though my Stoical way of n r May 
be no Rule, for a wiſer Man's Opinion yet if 
it ſhould happen to be right, the el, may 
make his Ule of it. Why then ond we not 


always conſider, that the Rathn: tf buſt 
but the falſe Reaton of z weak Mon? and 1 
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to reſent, with a military Senſe of Honour : 
Or if he ſhould, would not the Concluſion 
amount to this ? Becauſe another wants Senſe 
and Manners, I am obliged to be a Madman : 
For ſuch every Man is, more, or leſs, while 
the Paſſion ot Anger is in Poſſeſſion of him. 


And what leſs can we call that proud Man, | 
who would put another out of the World, | 
only for putting him our of Humour ? If Ac- | 
counts of the Tongue were aiwavs to be made | 
up with the Sword, all the Witemen in the | 
World might be brought in Debtors, to Block- | 
heads. And when Honour pretends, to be 
Witneſs, Judge, and Exccutioner, in its own 
Cauſc, it Honour were a Man, would it be an 
Untruth, to ſay Honour is a very impudent 
Fellow ? But in Degger's Caſe, it may be aſk'd, 
How was he to behave himſelf? Were paſ- 
ſionate Inſults, to be born, for Years together? 
To theic Queſtions, I can only anſwer with 
two, or three more, Was he to punith him- 
ſelf, becauſe another was in the wrong? How 
many tenfible Huſbands endute the teizing 
Tongue of a froward Wie, only becauſe the 
is the weaker Vefiet? And why aid not 
| weak Man have the ame Indulgence? Daily 
Exbcrience will tell us, that ne fretiul Tem- 
per of a Friend, like the Perſonal Beauty of 
fine Lady, by Uſe, and Cohabitation, may 
| ht down, to give us neither Pain, nor 
Pleaſure. : Such, at Icaft, and no more, was 
the Diſtreſs I found myſelf in, upon the ſame 
Provocations, Which | ver;erally return'd with 
numwing | 
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humming an Air to myſelf; or if the Storm 
grew very high, it might, perhaps, ſometimes 
ruffle me enough, to ling a little out of Tune. 

Thus too (if I had any ill Nature to gratifv) I 
often ſaw the unruly Paſſion of the Aggreſſor's 
Mind puniſh itſelf, by a reſtleſs Diſorder of 
the B. dv. 

What inclines me, therefore, to think the 
Conduct of Pogget was as raſh, as the Provo- 
cations he r un'd of, 1s, that in ſome time 
after he had left us, he plainly diſcover'd he 
had repented it His Acquaintance obſerv'd to 
us, that he ſent many a long Look after his 
Share, in the ſtill proſperous State of th 
Stage: But, as his Heart was too high to de- 
clare (what we faw too) his hy Inclination to 
return, he made us no direct prog Nor, 


indeed, did we care (though be was a golden 
Actor) to pay too dear for hin 2 moſt 
of his Parts had been pretty vu tupply'd, he 


could not, now, be of his former Value, to us. 
However, to ihew the Town, at Icaſt, that he 
had not forſworn the Stage, he. one Day, con- 
deſcended, to play for the Benefit Ot Mrs. Per- 
ter, in the Wanton W ite, at which he knew 
his late Majeſty was to be preſent, No (tho! 
I ſpeak it not of my own Knowledge) yet it 
was not likely Mrs. Porter would have aſk d 
that Favour of him, without ſome previous 
Hint, that it would be granted. His coming 
among us, for that Day only, had a itrong 
Appearance of his laying it in our wav, to make 
him Propeſals, or that he hoped the Court, or 

Dd 3 Town, ' 


—  - —C—— — — 


— 


OS — — — ᷑ ß - 


4 „ — — hh. K 


; 5 
486 N 


Taten, might intimate to us, their Deſixe of 
ſcein im cſtcner :; But as he acted only to 
do à particular Favour, the Managers ow'd him 
no C otupliment lor it, beyond Common Civi- 
Bs And, as that might not be all he pro- 
pol it, his farther Views (it he had any) 
came is nothing. For after this Attempt, he 
never retur: cu to the Stage. 
io tpcok et him, as an Actor: He was the 
| „ and the ſtricteſt Obſerver of 
Nature, of ail his Contemporarics, He bor- 
row m of them: His Manner was 
Ds Vas 2 Pattern to others, whole 
0 dit was, twat they had ſometimes 
ahl imitcd him. In dreſſing a Charac- 
ter e grcateſt Exatineſs, he was remarka- 
Ev ik ; tlie Katt Article of whatever Ha- 
bit lente, feem'd in ſome degree to ſpeak 
nd mark the Gficrent Humour he preſented; 
a ncoitlry Care in a Comedian, in which ma- 
ny have been too remils, or ignorant. He 
could be extremciy ridiculous, without ſtep- 
ping nt tac leaſt Impropriety, to make him 
10, His greatclt Succeſs was in Characters of 
lower Lite, which he improv'd, frum the De- 
11211t he took, in his Obſervations of that Kind, 
in the real World, In Songs, and particular 
Dances too, of Humour, he had no Competi- 
tor. Congreve was a great Admirer of him, 
and found his Account, in the Characters he 
expreſly wrote for him. In thoſe of Fondle- 
WIE. in Dis 01 Bat, DEF; and B. N, in Love 
fen Ide, no Author, and Actor could be more 
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obliged to their mutual maſterly Performances. 
He was very acceptable to ſeveral Perſons of 
high Rank and Taſte : Tho' he ſeldom car'd to 
be the Comedian, but among his more inti- 
mate Acquaintance. 

And now, let me atk the World a Queſti- 
on. When Men have any valuable Quaiities, 
why are the generality of our modern Wits 
ſo fond of expoſing their Fail:nzs only, which 
the wiſeſt of Mankind will never wholly be 
free from? Is it of more uſe to the Hub- 
lick, to know their Errors, than their Perfec- 
tions? Why is the Account of Life to be fo 
unequaily ſtated? Though a Man may be 
ſometimes Debtor to Senſe, or Morality, is it 
not doing him Wrong, not to let the World 
tee, at the ſame time, how far he may be 
Creditor to both? Are Defects and Diſpropor- 
tions, to be the only labour'd Features in a 
Portrait? But perhaps ſuch Authors may 
know how to pleaſe the World better than 
I do, and may naturally ſuppoſe, that what 1s 
delightful to themſelves, may not be diſagree- 
able to others. For my own part, I confets 
myſelf a little touch'd in Conſcience, at what 
I have, juſt now, obſerv'd to the Diſadvan- 
tage of my other Brother-Manager. 

If therefore, in diſcovering the true Cauſe 
of the Publick's loſing ſo valuable an Actor, 
as Dogget, I have been obliged to ſhew the 
Temper of Vis, in its natural Complexion, 
ought I not, in amends, and Balance of his 
Imperfections, to ſav at the time time of him, 
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That if he was not the moſt Cor orrect, or Ju- 
dicious, vet (as Hamlet "4 of the King his 
Father) Take him for 4, in All, &c. he was 
certainly the moſt dili: gent, moſt laborious, ar 
moſt ut tul Actor, that 1 have {cen upon the 


Stage in Fifty Years. 
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Sir Rickard Steele ſucceeds Collier, in the 

Tl FETs. Lincoln's-:nn-Fields Heuſe 
cht. The Patent reftare. Eight Actors 
at crce diſert, from the King's Company. 
Wiy. A now Patent obtained by Sir Rich- 
ard Steel ie, and 4 . 1 A 71 Sha -— the 
managing Actors of Drury. Lane. Of medern 
Pan: mts, The Riſe of them. Vanity in- 
r ile, and aſtam d. The Non: juror a Jed. 
The Auer, not fergiven; and rewarded for it. 


12 N the Death of the Queen, Plays 


is they always had bcen on the like 
Occaſions) were filenc'd for fix Weeks, But 
this happening on the firſt of Auguff, in 
the long Vacation of the Theatre, the Obſer- 
yance of that Ceremony, which at another 
r ctute would 417 fallen! like wet Weather 
won ey Harveft, did them now no particular 
- ps 3 * Licenſe however being of 
nitle te renewed, that Vacation gave the 
Lnagers Time to caſt about, for the bet- 
der 
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ter Alteration of it : And fince they knew the 
Penſion of ſeven hundred a Year, which had 
been levied upon them for Collier, muſt ſtill 
be paid to ſomebody, they imagin'd the & e- 
rit of a Wig mat now have as gocd a 
Chance of getting into it, as that of a Tory had 
for being cont e in it: H.ving no Obliga- 
tions, therefore, to Cellier, who had made the 
laſt Penny of them ; they apply'd themſelves 
to Sir Richard Steele, who had diſtinguiſhed 
nan * his Zeal for the Houſe of Hangver, 
and lad heen expell'd the Houſe of Commons, 
for carrying it (as was judg'd at a certain Criſis) 
into a Repro: .ch of the Government. This we 
knew was his Pretenſion to that Favour, in 
which he now ſtood, at Court : We knew too, 
the Obligations the Stage had to his Writings ; 
there being ſcarce a Comedian of Merit, in our 
whole Company, whom his Tatlers had not 
made better, by his publick Recommendation 
of them. And many Days had our Houſe 
been particularly fill d, by the Influence and 
Credit of his Pen. Obligations of this kind 
from a Gentleman, with whom they all had 
the Pleaſure of a perſona] Intimacy, the Ma- 
nagers thought could not be more juſtly re- 
turn'd, than by ſhewing him ſome warm In- 
ſtance of their Deſire, to have him, at the 
Head of them. We therefore beg'd him to 
uſe his Intereſt, for the Renewal of our Li- 
cenſe, and that he would do us the Honour 
of getting our Names to ſtand with His, in 
the fame Commiſſion. This, we told him, 

would 
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rting the St in that Reputation, to 
h his Lucubrations had already {© much 
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ted; and that therefore we thought 
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V With WwAat Pleaſure he receisv d this 


k of our Inclination to him, yet my Va- 
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Acknowledzment, that People, Who are 


of Obligations, are cautious of confeſſing. 
Spirits took ſuch a lively turn upon it, 
| e becn all his own Sons, no unex- 
1 Act of fili Duty could have more en- 
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us to him. 
muſt be obſerv'd, then, that as Callier had 


Share, in any Part of our Property, no Dit- 


ties from that Quarter, could obſtruct this 


4 

Propoſal. And the uſual Time of our begin- 
nine to act for the Winter-Scaſon now draw+- 
ing near, we preſs'd him nut to loſe any Time 
in his Solicitation of this new Licenſe. Ac- 
crdingly Sir Richerd apply'd himſelf to the 
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EC of Varlborou: Þ, the Hero of his Heart, 
e firſt mention of it, obtain'd it 
\[oicky, for Sir Richard, and the former 
ors, Collier we heard 


he Court and Town, being crowded very 
in the Winter-Scaf en, upon the critical 


rn of Affair, b much expected from the 
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Ccu'ar Share of that Zencral Bleſling, by a more 


than ordinary Concourſe of Spectators. 

About this Time the Patentce, having very 
near fini{}'d his Houſe in Li 5% - Inu-Hields, 
began to think of forming a new Coinpany; 
and in the mean time, found it neceſſary to 
apply for Leave to employ them. By the weak 
Defence le had always made againſt the ſeve- 
ral Attacks upon his Intereſt, and former Go- 
vernment of the Theatre, it might be 2 Que- 
lion, if his Houſe h:d been ready, in thc 
(Queen's Time, whether he wou'd, then, have 
had the Spirit to alk, or Intereſt enough to ob- 


ten Leave fo uſe it: But in the following 
Reign, as it did not appear he had d ne any 
thing to forteit the Right of his Patent, he 
prcvail'd with Mr. Crazzs the Y ounger, (af- 
terwards Sceretary of State) to lay his Caſe be- 
fore the King, which he did in to effectual a 
manner, that (as Mr. Craggs himſelf told me) 
his Majeſty was pleas'd to lay upon it, That 
ge remember'd, hen he had been in Eno 
% land before, in King Chars his Time, there 
had been two Theatres in Landen; and as the 


tt Patent ſcem'd to be a lawful Grant, he ſaw 
* no Reaton, why Two Play-houſcs miglit 
cc 


not be continued.“ 

Ihe Suſpenſion of the Patent being thus 
talen off, the younger Multitude ſeem'd to call 
aloud for two Play- houſcs! Many defired ano- 
ther, from the common Notion, that Ties 
would always create Emulation, in the Actors 
! (an 


—— — — — — . 
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(an Opinion, which I have conſider'd in a for- 
mer Chapter.) Others too, were as eager for 
them, from the natural Il-will that follows 
the Fortunate, or Proſperous, in any Underta- 
king. Of this low Malevolence we had, now 
and then, had remarkable Inſtances ; we had 
been forced to diſmiſs an Audience of a hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds, from a Diſturbance ſpi- 
rited up, by obſcure People, who never gave 
any better Reaſon for it, than that it was their 
Fancy, to ſupport the idle Complaint of one 
rival Actrets, againſt another, in their ſcvcral 
Pretc.::: ns to the chief Part in a new Tra- 
gedy But as this Tumult ſcem'd only to be 
the Wantonneſs of Eng/ſh Liberty, I ſhall 
not preſume to lay any farther Cenſure up- 
on it. 

Now, not ithſtanding this publick Deſire 
of re-eſtabliſhing two Houf.s ; end thowgi I 
have allow'd the former Actors greatly our u- 
periors ; and the Managers I am tpeaking of, 
not to have been without their private Errors. 
Yet under all theſe Diſadvantages, it is certain, 
the Stage, for twenty Years before this time, 
had never been in ſo flouriſhing a Condition: 
And it was as evident to all ſenſible Spectators, 
that this Proſperity could be only owing to that 
better Order, and clofer Induſtry, now daily ob- 
terv'd ; and which had formerly been neglect- 
cd by our Predecefiors. But that I may not 
impoſe upon the Reader a Merit, which was 
not gencrally allow'd us, I ought honeſtly to 
ict lim know, that about this time, the pub- 

licx 
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lick Papers, particularly Miſt's Journal, took 
pon them very often to cenſure our Manage- 
ment, with the ſame Freedom, and Severity, 
as if we had been ſo many Miniſters of State : 
But fo it happen'd, that theſe unfortunate Re- 
tormers of the World, theſe ſelf-appointed 
C-nſors hardly ever hit upon what was really 
wrong, in us; but taking up Facts upon Truſt, 
or Hear-ſay, piled up many a pompous Para- 
graph, that they had ingeniouſly conceiv'd 
was ſufficient to demoliſh our Adminiſtration, 
or, at leaſt, to make us very uneaſy in it; 
which, indeed, had fo far its Effect, that my 
equally-injur'd Brethren H, and Both, often 
complain'd th me of tlieſe diſagreeable Aſper- 
ſions, and propos'd, that ſome publick Anſwer 
might be made to them, which I always 
oppos'd, by, perhaps, too ſecure a Contempt 
of what ſuch Writers could do to hurt us; 
and my Reaſon for it was, that I knew but of 
one Way to filence Authors of that Stamp ; 
which was, to grow inſignificant, and good lor 
nothing, and then we ſhould hear no more of 
them: Put while we continued in the Proſpe- 
rity of pleaſing others, and were not conſcious 


of having deſerv'd \\ [1 0 they ſald of Us, why 


ſhould we gratity the little Spleen ot our Ene- 
mies, by wincing at it, or give them freih Op- 
portunitics to dine upon ny Repiy the might 
make do QUT publ. Ey ta! 1 CE. G1 them , 
And thouah Silence might in tome Cales, be 
4 Sian ot 8 {nt 01 Err C COL d. Our Accu- 
ſers were ſo low, in tiiei. Credit aud Senſe, that 
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| 
the Content we gave the Publick, almoſt every 
Davy, from the "tage, Oligiit to be our only 
Aniwer to them. 

However (as I have ob{erv'd) we made many 
Blots, which theſe unitiliul Gamefters never 
hit: But the Fidelity of an Hiſtorian, cannot 
be excus'd the Omiffion of any Truth, which 
might make for the otter dide of the Que- 
ſtion. I ſhall therefore cone a Fact, wil 
| pry Accident had not intervened, h. 
ur Affairs, into a very tottering Con- 


v! g 28, . , 4 p N * 0 
mer Chapter, I promis'd to ſet forth as a Sea- 


When the new-built Theatre, in Lincoln's- 
17 * 3 3 c 1 SM © 
Inn-Fields was ready to be open'd, ſeven or 
cizht Actors, in one Day, deſerted from us, 
to the Service of the Enemy, which oblig'd 
us to poſtpone many of our beſt Plays, for 
want of ſome inferior Part in them, which 


theſe Deſerters had been uſed to fill: But the 
Indulgence of the Royal Family, who then 
frequently honour'd us, by their Preſence, was 


* 

p:cas'd to accept of whatever could be haſtily 
got ready for their Entertainment. And tho' 
tis critical good Fortune prevented, in ſome 
neal! Audiences falling ſo low, as other- 
wiſe they might nave done, yet it was not 
{11::1c1ent to Keep us in our farmer Profperity : 
Lor that Year, cur. Profits amounted not to 
ove a tlurd Part of onr uſual Dividends; tho 

the following Year we intirely recover d 


them. 
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hem. The Chief of theſe Deſerters were 
Keene, Bulloc &, Pa. 2. L. 85, JON of the fa- 
mous Jeuy Leigh,, and others of leſs note. 
'Tis true, they none of them had more than 
a negative Merit, in being only abie to do us 
more Harm by their leaving us, without No- 
tice, than they could do us God, by remain- 
ing with us: For though the beſt of them 
could not ſupport a Play, the worſt of them, 
by their Abtence, could maim it; as the Loſs 
of the leaſt Pin, in a Watch, may obſtruct its 
Motion. But to come to the true Cauſe of 
their Deſertion: After my having diſcover'd 
the (long unknown) Occaſion that drove Dag- 
ret from the Stage, before his ſettled Inclina- 


þ 


tion to leave it; it will be leſs incredible, that 
theſe Actors, upon the firſt Opportunity to re- 


* 
* 


lieve themſelvycs, thouid all, in one Day, have 
leſt us from the fame Cauſe of Uneafineſs. For, 
in a little time after, upon not finding their 
Ex pe ctations anſwer'd, in Linceln's-Inn Fields, 
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{ome of them, who ſeem'd to anſwer for the 
3 Ame. the green thee: had 
reſt, told me, the greateſt Grievance they had, 
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was not entertain'd, with their publick Re- 
marks upon it. 

After this new Theatre 1d enjoy'd th 
ſhort Run of Favour, which is apt to follow 
Novelty ; their Audiences began to flag: But 
whatever good Opinion we had of our own 
Merit, we had not ſo good a one of the Mul- 
titude, as to depend too much upon the De- 
licacy of their Taſte: We knew too, that this 
Company being ſo much nearer to the City, 
than we were, would intercept many an ho- 
neſt Cuſtomer, that might not know a good 
Market, from a bad one ; and that the thinneſt 
of their Audiences, muſt be always taking 
ſomething from the Meaſure of our Profits. 
All theſe Diſadvantages, with many others, 
we were forced to lay before Sir Richard 
Steele, and farther to remonſtrate to him, that 
as he now ſtood in Celher's Place, his Penſion 
of 700 l. was liable to the ſame Conditions, 
that Callier had receiv'd it upon; which were, 
that it ſhuuld be only payable during our being 
the only Company permitted to act, but in 
caſe another ſhould be ſet up againit us, that 
then this Penſion was to be liquidated into an 


1 

equal Share with us; and which we now 
hoped he would be contented with, While 
we were offering to proceed, Sir Richard ſtopt 
us ſhort, by affuring us, that as ne came 
among us, by our own Invitation, he ſhould 
always think himſelf obliz'd, to ctune into any 
Meatures, for our Etc, Service: That to 
be 2 Burthen to bur Induilry, would be more 


. ' 1 


AK, He, 


„ . - 
— — » © b » a ” . . - k » M ” " 
& 1 E gues Rae — John Bowles 4 D Ware frat Warcery all Predior wide 


. F — 
”- - 93 


„„ 


4 | 1. PF 
7 #8 f* Ah 14 Hh + ## $i #" +4 4 #44 free! K A = P 


/ =? 85 ; 
1 1 4 4 # 
_ 8 „ #; Aue. - „ FiO FEET „„. „ n, 
/ / * 4 4 4 2 
1618 Pp 4 nr: ; WY" . , F 
F N g # ##7# 7 * . 7 ＋ 
eee, # Py . 7 F Py "Ig - # 
* - 
8: / | q 
% 75 75 N N 
4 4 7 6 „„ «#4 / * 1 sf . Fg 
”_ - # F 
* 4 F 
; 4 : ; * 9 
"A * N * . 1 1 # i 0 „ „57 T4 Fi f „„ 
4 
9 0 
Pen. tunſon 
4 | F * N # * 8 n 
" „ : 4 © 5 * 18 . 
| . i 4 » « 14 \ EYE oy 
# # ; N f 
1 F f | , | 
0 9 „eee PATON „ Of au. / 5e. . 7 Hits „ 4.4 0 
/ 


/ # 3 
* —_ e, th Nees . „ mu, e. LE 


— 


—— —— — —- 


— 


CorllLEYW CI BEAR. 41 


diſagreeable to him, than it could be tous; 
as he had always taken a Delight, in his En- 
deavours for our Proſperity, he thould be ſtill 
ready on our own Terms, to continue them. 
Every one who knew Sir Richard Steele, in 
his Proſperity (before the Effects of his Good- 
nature had brought him to Diſtreſſes) knew 
tha: this was his manner of dealing with his 
Friends, in Buſineſs : Another Inſtance of the 
ſame nature will immediately fall in my Way. 
When we propos'd to put this Agreement 
into Writing, he delir'd us not to hurry our- 
ſelves; for that he was adviſed, upon the late 
Deſertion of our Actors, to get our Licenſe 
(which only ſubſiſted during Pleaſure) enlirg'd 
intoa more ample, and durable Authority, and 
which he ſaid he had Reaſon to think wonld 
be more eaſily obtain'd, if we were willing, 
that a Patent for the ſame Purpoſe might be 
oranted to him only, for his Life, and three 


Years after, which he would then aſſian over 


to us. This was a Proſpect beyond our Hopes; 
and what we had long with'd for; tor though 
I cannot fay, we had ever Reaſon to gricve at 
the Perſonal Severities, or Behaviour, of any 
one Lord Chamberlain in my Time, vet the 
ſeveral Officers, under them, who had not the 
Hearts ot Noblemen, often treated us, (to ule 
Shakeſpear's Expreſſion) with all the I, nc 
of Office, that narrow Min are apt to be 
elated with; but a Patent, we knew, would 
free us from fo abject a State of Dependency. 
Accordingly, we defired Sir Richard to loſe no 

E e time; 
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time; he was immediately promiſed it: In the 
Interim, we ſounded the Inclination of the 
Actors, remaining with us ; who had all Senſe 
enough to know, that the Credit and Reputa- 
tion we ſtood in, with the Town, could not 
but be a better Security for their Salaries, than 
the Promiſe of any other Stage, put into Bonds, 
could make good to them. In a few Days af- 
ter, Sir Juchard told us, that his Mijeſty being 
appriſcd that others had a joint Power with 
him, in the Licenſe, it was expected we ſhould, 
under our Hands, ſignify, that his Petition 
for a Patent, was preferr'd, by the Conſent of 
u* all, Such an Acknowledgment was imme— 
datcly ſign'd, and the Patent thereupon paſs'd 
the Great Seal; for which I remember the 
Lord Chancellor C:xoper, in Compliment to Sir 
R:chard, would receive no Fee. 

Ve receiv'd the Patent January 19, 1718, 
and (Sir Richard being oblig'd the next Morn- 
ing to ſet out for Burroobridge in Yorkſhire, 
where he was ſoon after elected Member 
„Parliament; we were forced that very 
Night, to draw up in a hurry ('till our Coun- 
ic} might more adviſcably perfect it) his Aſſign- 
nent to us of equal Shares, in the Patent, 
with farther Conditions of Partnerſhip : But 
lere 1 ought to take Shame to myſelf, and at 
tu fume time to give this ſecond Inſtance of 
the Equity, and Honour of Sir Richard: For 
ti Atliginnent (which I had myſelf the haſty 
Perning ot) was 19 worded, that it gave Sir 
Ned as equal a Title to our roperty, as it 

bad 
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had given us to his Authority in the Patent: 
But Sir Richard notwithitandinzsg, when he 
return'd to Town, took no dear intage of the 
Mittake, and conſented in our ſec. nd Agree- 
ment, to pay us Twelve Ht ded Pounds, to 
be equally intitled to our Pro perty, which at 
his Death, we were obliged to repay (az we 
afterwards did) to his Execut rs; and which, 
in caſe any of us had died before him, the Sur- 
vivors were equally obliged to have paid to the 
Executor of ſuch deceaſed Perſon, upon the 
ſame Account. But Sir R:ichord's Moderation 
with us was rewarded with the Reverſe of 
Callier's Stiftneſs: Celliar, by inſiſting on his 
Penſion, loſt Three Hundred Pounds a Year 
and Sir Richard, by his accepting a Share in 
lieu of it, was, one Lear with another, as 
much a Gainer. 

The Grant of this Patent having aſſured us 
of a competent Term, to be relied on, we 
were now embolden'd, to lay out larger Sums, 
in the Decorations of our Plays: Upon the 
Revival of ary dens s All ter Love, the Habits 
of that Tragedy, amounted to an Expence of 
near Six * Ac! a Pe unde; a Sum unheard cf 
for many Years before, on the like Occalio! 


! 4 = 1 1 . wi a 7 4 
But we thought ſuch extiraordinary es 51 
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Which the Fu! lick were now, again pouring 
in upon us. About this time we were ſo much 


in faſhion, and followed, that our Enenues 
(who they were, it would not'be fair to gu els, 

* * : | } 4 
for we never knew them) made ther | uth of 
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200d round Lye upon us, to terrify thoſe Auditors, 
from our Sup port, whom they could not miſ- 
lead by their private Arts, or publick Invec- 
yy es. A curient Report, th at the Walls, and 
Loot of our Houte, were liable to fall, had 
got ſuch Ground in the Town, that on a ſud- 
den, we found our Audiences unuſually de- 
created by it: Nis was immediately for de- 
nouncing War, and V engcance on the Author 
of this Falthood, and for oftering a Reward, 
to whocver could diſcover him. But it was 
tio ught more neceſi. Wy firſt to diſprove the 
n ch „od, and then to pay what Compliments 
cht be thought adviſcable to the Author. Ac- 
CO! ol ingly an Order from the King was obtain - 
ed, to have our Tenement furvey'd by Sir T ho- 
mas Iſicht, then the proper Officer; whole 
Report ot its being in a ſafe, and found rage 
dition, and fizn'd by him, was publiſh'd it 
every News-P aper. This had ſo unmediate an 
E Fect, that our Spectators, whoſe Apprehen- 
hons had lately kept them abſent, now made 
up our Loſſes by returning to us, with a freſh 
Iuclination, and in greater Numbers. 

When it was firftt publickly known, that 
the New Theatre would be open'd againſt us ; 
I cannot help going a little back to remember 
the Concern that my Brother-Managers ex- 
pret>'d at what might be the Conſequences of it. 
They imagin'd, that now, all thoſe who with'd 
III to us, and particularly a great Party, who 
had been diſoblized, by our ſhutting them out, 


trum behind our Scenes, even to the Refuſal of 


their 
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their Money, would now exert themſclves, 

in any partial, or extravagant Meaſures, that 
might either hurt us, or ſupport our Compe- 
titors: Theſe too were ſome of thoſe farther 
Reaſons, which had diſcouraged them, "_ 
running the hazard of continuing to Sir Richard 
Stecle the fame Penſion, which had been paid 
to Collier. Upon all which I obſerved to them, 

that for my own Part, I had not the ſame Ap- 
prehenſions; but that I foreſaw as many good) 
as ba a Contequences from two Houſes : Tha 
tho' the Novelty might poti ſübly at firſt abate a 
little of our Profits; yet if we flacken'd not 
our Induſtry, that Loſs would be amply ba- 
lanced, by an equal Increaſe of our Eaſe and 
Quiet : That thoſe turbulent Spirits which 
were always moleſting us, would now have 
ther Employment: That the queſtion'd Me- 
rit of our Acting would now ſtand in a clearer 
Light, when ot thers were taintly comparcd to 
us: That though Faults might be found with 
the beſt Actors, that ever were, vet the cgrc- 
gious Defects, that would appear in others, 
would now be the eftectual means to make 
our Superiority ſhine, if we had any Pretence 
to it: And that what ſome People hope d might 
ruin us, would in the end reduce them to Tive 
up the Diſpute, and reconcile them to thole 
who could beſt entertain them. 

In every Article of this Opinion, they ai- 
terwards found I had not been deceived ; and 
the Truth of it may be fo well remember'd by 
many living Spectators, that it would be. 1 too 
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frivolous and needleſs a Boaſt, to give it any 
farther Obſervation, 

But, in what I have ſaid, I would not be 
underſtoo:l to be an Advocate tour two Play- 
houſes : For we ſhall ſoon find that two Sets 


of Actors, tolerated in the fame Place, have 
conſtantly ended in the Corruption the 
Theatre; of which the auxiliary Entertuu ments, 
that have fo barbaroutly ſupply'd the Detects 
„t weak Action, have, for ſome Years pait, 
been a flagrant Inſtance ; it may not, theretore, 
be here iniproper to ſhew how our childith 


P:ntomimes firſt came to take fo groſs a Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Stage. 

I have upon ſeveral Occaſions already ob- 
ſerv'd, that when one Company is too hard for 
another, the lower in Reputation, has always 
been forced to exhibit fine new-fangled Fop- 
pery, to draw the Multitude after them: Of 
theie Expedients, Singing and Dancing had 
formerly been the moſt effectual; but, at the 
Time I am ſpeaking of, our Engliſb Muſick 
had been fo diſcountenanced, fince the Taſte of 
Icallan Operas prevailed, that it was to no 
Purpoſe to pretend to it. Dancing therefore 
was, now, the only Weight, in the oppoſite 
Scale, and as the New Theatre ſometimes found 
their Account in it, it could not be ſafe for us, 
wholly to n<gtect it. To give even Dancing 
therefore fore Improvement, and to make it 
iomething more than Motion without Mean- 
ing, the Fable of Mars and Venus, was form'd 
mo a connected Pretentation of Dances in 

Charac- 
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Character, wherein the Paſſions were fo hap- 
pily expreſſed, and the whole Story (© intelli- 
g gibly told, by a mute Narration of Geſture 
| only, that even thinking Spectators al! w'd it 


„6. 2 cocoa wood 


both a pleaſing and a rational Entertainment ; | 
though, at the ſame time, from our Dir | 
of its Reception, we durſt not venture to 5 
corate it, with any extraordinary Expence of 
Scenes, or Habits; but upon the — ot 
this Attempt, it was ri 2h tly concluded, that 
| if a viſible Expence in both, were added to 
| - ſomething of the ſame Nature, it could not 
fail of drawing the Town proportionably after it. 
| From this original Hint then but every way un- 
equal to it) ſprung forth that Succeſſion of mot 
| ſtrous Medlies, that have ſo long inteited ha 
Stage, and which roſe upon one another alter- 
nately, at both Houſes outvying, in Expence,like 
contending Bribes on both ſides at an Election, 
| to ſecure a Majority of the Mlultitude. But fo it 
| is, Truth may complain, and Merit murmur 
| with what Juſtice it may, the Few will never 
| be a Match for the Many, unie's Authority 
ſhould think fit to interpoſe, and put down 
theſe Poetical Drams, theſe Gin-thops of the 
Stage, that intoxicate its Auditors, and ditho- 
nour their Underſtanding, with a Leviry, tur 
which I want a Name. 

If I am aſk'd (after my condemning t! 
| Fooleries, myſelf }) how I came © vent, 
| continue my Snare of Expe:. to them | 
have no better Excuſe for mz Br: r, than 
| fetiing it, I ad it again Conſcien. 
E e 4 and 
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or enough to ſtarve, by op- 
tiutude, that would have been too 
hard ior me. Now let me aſk an odd Queſ- 
ten: Tad Horry the Fuurth of France a better 
ſor changing his Religion ? I was 
cart, as much as he could be, on 

Ot Truth and Senſe, but with this dif- 
cc, ther i lad their Leave to quit them, 


! 
z 


en they conid not ſupport me: For what 
| quivalent could J have found for my falling 
\tartyvr to them? How far the Her e, or 
Comedian was in the wrong, let the Clergy, 


| the Criticks decide.  Necttiity will be as 

| a Flea fur the one, as the other. But let 

the Queliton go which way it will, Harry IV. 
11s always been allow'd a great Man: And 
ehat | want of his Grandeur, you fes by the 
Inference, Nature has amply ſupply'd to me, 
1 Vanity; a Picature which neither the Pert- 
13 {> of Wir, or the Gravity of Wiſdom, will 
ver pertuade me to part with, And why is 
cre not as much Honeſty in owning, as in 
ing it? For though to hide it, may be 
Wiuem, to be without it is impoſiible ; and 
where is the Merit of keeping a Secret, which 
every Body is let into? To ſay we have no 
Vanity then, is thewing a great deal of it; as 


* - 1 
* 


o fly we lea great deal, cannot be ſhew- 
ing ſo much: And tho', there may be Art, 
in a Man's acculiag himſelf, even then it will 
be more pardonable than Self-commendati- 
v1, Do not we find, that even good Actions 
[ave their Share of it? that it is inſeparable 

from 
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from our Being, as our Nakedneſs? And 
though it may be equally decent to cover it, 
yet the wiſeſt Man can no more be without 
it, than the weakeſt can believe he was born, 
in his Cloaths. If then what we ſay of our- 
ſelves be true, and not prejudicial to others, to 
be called vain upon it, 1s no more a Re- 
proach, than to be called a brown, or a fair 
Man. Vanity is of all Complexions ; tis the 
Growth of every Clime, and Capacity ; Au- 
thors of all Ages have had a Tincture of it; 
and yet vou read Horace, Montaigu, and Sir 
William Temple, with Pleafure. Nor am I 
fure, if it were curable by Precept, that Man- 
kind would be mended by it! Could Vanity 
be eradicated, from our Nature, I am afraid, 
that the Reward of moſt human Virtues, would 
not be found, in this World! And happy is 
he, who has no greater Sin to anſwer for, in 
the next 

But what is all this to the Theatrical Follies 
I was talking of? Perhaps, not a great deal; 
but it is to my Purpoſe ; for though I am an 
Hiſtorian, I do not write to the Wiſe, and 
Learned only ; I hope to have Readers of no 
more judgment, than ſome of my quzrdan 
Auditors ; and I am atraid they will be as hard- 
ly contented, with dry Matters of Fact, as 
with a plain Play without Entertainments: 
This Rhapſody, therefore, has been thrown 
in, as a Dance between the Acts, to make un 
tor the Dullneſs of what would have been hy 
itſelt only proper. But now I com to 
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Notwithſtanding, then, this our Compliance 
with the vulgar Taſte ; we generally made ute 
of theſe Pantomimes, but as Crutches to our 
weakeſt Plays: Nor were we ſo loſt to all 
Senſe of what was valuable, as to diſhonour 
our beſt Authors in ſuch bad Company : We 
had ſtill a due Reſpect to ſeveral ſelect Plays, 
that were able to be their own Support ; and 
in which we found our conſtant Account, 
without painting, and patching them out, like 
Proftitutes, with theſe Follies, in faſhion : If 
therefore we were not fo ſtrictly chaſte, in 
the other part of our Conduct, let the Error 
of it ſtand among the filly Conſequences of 
Two Stages. Could the Intereſt of both Com- 

nies have been united, in one only Theatre ; 
i had been one of the Few, that would have 
us d my utmoſt Endeavour of never admitting 
to the Stage any Spectacle, that ought not to 
have been ſcen there; the Errors of my own 
Plays, which I could not ſee, excepted. And 
though probably, the Majority of Spectators 
would not have been ſo well pleas'd with a 
Theatre ſo regulated; yet Senſe, and Reaſon 
cannot loſe their intrinſick Value, becauſe the 
Giddy, and the Ignorant, are blind and deaf, 
or numerous ; and I cannot help ſaying, it is a 
Reproach to a ſenſible People, to let Folly fo 
publickly govern their Pleaſures. 

While I am making this grave Declara- 
tion of what I vguld have done, had One 
only Stage been continued ; to obtain an ea- 
lier Belief of my Sincerity, I ought to put 

my 
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my Reader in mind of what I % do, even 
alter Two Companies were again eſtabliſh'd. 

About this Time Tacsbitsſm had lately ex- 
erted itſelf, by the moſt unprovoked Rebellion, 
that our Hiſtortes have handed down to us, 
ſince the Norman Congquett: I therefore thought 
that to ſet the Authors, and Principles of that 
deſperate Folly in a fair Light, by allowing 
the miſtaken Conſciences of ſome their beſt 
Excute, and by making the artful Pretenders 
to Conſcience, as ridiculous, as they were un- 
gratefully wicked, was a Subject fit for the 
honeſt Satire of Comedy, and what might, it 
it ſucceeded, do Honour to the Stage, by 
ſhewing the valuable Ute of it. And conſider- 
ing what Numbers, at that time, might come 
to it, as prejudic'd Spectators, it may be allow'd 
that the Undertaking was not leſs hazardous, 
than laudable. 

To give Life, therefore, to this Deſign, I 
borrow'd the Tartuffe of Maoliere, and turn'd 
him, into a modern Nonjuror : Upon the Hy- 
pocriſy of the French Character, I ingrafted 
a ſtronger Wickedneſs, that of an Engliſſi Po- 
piſh Prieſt, lurking under the Doctrine of our 
own Church, to raiſe his Fortune, upon the 
Ruin of a worthy Gentleman, whom his 0:t- 
ſembled Sanctity had ſeduc'd into the treaſon- 
able Cauſe of a Roman Catholick Out-law. 
How this Deſign, in the Play, was executed, 
I rcfer to the Readers of it ; it cannot be 
mended, by any critical Remarks, I can make, 
in its favour : Let it fpeak tor itielf. All the 

Reaſon 
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Rea! | „ink it no bad Performance, 
V ut was (ted eighteen Days running, 


2:.u that the Partv, that were hurt by it (as I 
have been told) have not been the ſmalleſt 
Number ot my back Friends ever ſince. But 
happy was it for tivs Play, that the very Sub- 
jet was its Protection; a few Smiles of filent 
Contempt were the utmoſt Difgrace, that on 
the fiſt Duy of its Appearance it was thought 
ſafe to throw upon it as the Satire was chief- 
ly cmploy'd on the Enemies of the Govern- 
nent, they were not fo hardy, as to own them- 
ſelves fun, by any higher Difapprobation, or 
Reſentracat. But as it was then probable I 
might writc again, they knew it would not be 
long before they migiit with more Security 
ive a Looſe to their Spleen, and make up Ac- 
counts with me. And to do them Juſtice, in 
cvery Play I afterwaras produced, they paid 
mc the Balance, to a Tittle. But to none was 
more beholden, than that celebrated Author 
Vr. Mit, whole Weekly Journal, for about 
feen Years following, ſcarce ever fail'd of 
Patiing tome ot his Party Compliments upon 
me: The State, and thc Stage, were his fre- 
quent Parallels, and the Miniſters, and Minbeer 
en the Manager, were as conſtantly droll'd 
„on: Now, for my oven Part, though I could 
perſuade my Wit to have an open Ac- 

nt with him (tor as he had no Effects of his 
own, I did not tninks myſelf ablig'd to an- 


ſwer his Bills;) notwithſtanding, I will be to 
Charitable to hie rcal Manes, and to the Aſhes 
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of his Paper, as to mention one particular Ci- 
vility, he paid to my Mcmory, after he thought 
he had i inge -niouſly kill'd me. Soon after the 
Nenjuror had receiv'd the Favour of the Town, 
I read, in one of his Journals, the following 
ſhort Paragraph, vis. N. rday at ; Mr. Col- 
ley Cibber, late Comedion of the The efre- Royal, 
notorious for writing the Nonjuror. The Com- 
pliment, in the latter Part, I confeis, I did 
not diſlike, becauſe it came from ſo impartial 
a Judge; and it really ſo happen'd, that the 
former Part of it was very near being true ; 
for I had that very Day juſt crawl'd out, after 
having been ſome W ceks * up by a Fever: 
However, I ſaw no utc, in 1 being thought o 
be thoroughly dead, . my Time, and 
therefore had a Mind to ſec, whether the 
Town cared to have me alive again: So the 
Play of the Orphan being to be acted that Day, 
J quietly ſtole myſelf into the Part of the 
Chaplain, which | had not been ſcen in, for 
many Years before. The Surprize of the Au- 
dience at my unexpected Appearance on the 
very Day, I had been dead in the News, and 
the Paleneſs of my Looks, ſcem'd to make it 
a Doubt whether 1 was not the Gh. ſt, of 
my real Self departed : But when 1 fpoxe, 
their Wonder eas'd itſelf by an Applaule ; 
which convinc'd me, they were then ſatisfied, 
that my Friend M. had told a Hs ot me. 
Now, if ſimply to have ſhown mxielt in broad 
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t9rit1f,y reported me dead, can be called a Re- 
ply, it was the only one, which his Paper, 
while alive, ever drew from me. How far 1 
may be vair, then, in ſuppoſing that this Play 
brought me into the Disfavour of ſo many 
Wits, and valiant Auditors, as afterwards ap- 
pear'd againſt me, let thoſe who may think it 
worth their Notice judge. In the mean time, 
till I can find a better Excuſe for their, ſome- 
times particular, Treatment of me, I cannot 
calily give up my Suſpicion : And it I add a 
more remarkable Fact, that afterwards con- 
firm'd mc in it, perhaps, it may incline others 
to join in my Opinion. 

On the firſt Day of the Pr:w5k'd Huſband, 
ten Years after the Nonuror. had appcar'd ; a 
powerful Party, not having the Fear of pub- 
lick Offence, or private Injury before their 
Eyes, appear'd moſt impetuouſly concern'd for 
the Demolition of it ; in which they 1o far 
ſucceeded, that for ſome Time I gave it up for 
loſt; and to follow their Blows, in the pub- 
lick Papers of the next Day, it was attack'd, 
and triumph'd over, as a dead, and damn'd 
Piece; a ſwinging Criticiſm was made upon 
it, in general invective Terms, for they diſ- 
dain'd to trouble the World with Particulars ; 
their Sentence, it ſcems, was Proof enough of 
its deſerving the Fate it had met with, But 
this damn'd Play was, notwithitanding, acted 
twenty-cight Nights together, and left off, at 
a Reccipt of upwards of a hundred and forty 
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Pounds; which happen'd to be more, than in 
fifty Vears before, could be then ſaid, of any 
one Play whatſoever, 

Now, if ſuch notable Behaviour could break 
out upon ſo ſucceſsful a Play (which too, up- 
on the Share Sir Jobn Vanbrugh had in it, I 
will venture to call a good one) what ſhall 
we impute it to? Why may not I plainly tay, 
it was not the Play, but Me, who had a Hand 
in it, they did not like? And for what Rea- 
fon ? if they were not aſham'd of it, why did 
nat they publiſh it? No! the Reaſon had pub- 
liſh'd itfelf, I was the Author of the Nonjuror / 
But, perhaps, of all Authors, I ought not to 
make this fort of Complaint, becauſe I have 
Reaſon to think, that that particular Offence 
has made me more honourable Friends than 
Enemies; the latter of which I am not un- 
willing ſhould know / however uncqual the Me- 
rit may be to the Reward) that Part of the 
Bread I now cat, was given me, for having writ 
the Nonjurer. 

And yet I cannot but lament with many 
quict Spectators, the helpleſ: Misfortune, that 
has ſo many Years attended the Staze ! That 
no Law has had Force enough to give it ab- 
ſolute Protection! for till we can civilize its 
Auditors, the Authors, that write for it, will 
ſeldom have a greater Call to it, than Neceſſity, 
and how unlikely is the Imagination of the 

Needy, to inform, or delizht the many, in Af- 
fluence ? or how often does Neccitity make 
manv 
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many unhappy Gentlemen turn Authors, in 
ſpite of Nature ? 

What a Bleſſing, therefore, is it! what an 
enjoy'd Deliverance ! after a Wretch has been 
driven by Fortune to ſtand ſo many wanton 
Buffets of unmanly Fierceneſs, to find him- 
ſelf, at laſt, quietly lifted above the Reach of 
them ! 

But let not this Reflection fall upon my 
Auditors, without Diſtinction; for though 
Candour, and Benevolence, are filent Virtues, 
they are as viſible, as the moſt vociterous Ill- 
nature; and I confeſs, the Publick has given 
me more frequent Reaſon to be thankful, than 
to complain. 
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The Author Hes out of bis Way, Pleads Hi! 
Theatrical Cauſe, n Char „. Car ies it. 
Plays ated of Humpe. court. Theatri- 
cal An-cagtes in form Kerns, Mini bers, 
and Manamers alto Ry Ds 'd. The Dif- 
ficulty of Joppiyeng the Stage, ith rrod Ac 
tos, nder d. Cour! ers, a. 4 Comedians 


govern 4 by the ſe MC P aj/ 91s Examples Us 


both. The Auel er quits the Stoge. Why, 

AVIN G brouzht the Government of 

the Stage through ſuch various Changes, 
and Revolutions, to this ſettled State, in v hich 
it continued to almoſt the Time of m leav- 
ing it; it cannot be ſuppos' d. that a Per od 
of ſo much Quiet, and ſo long a Train of 
Succeſs, (though happy for thoſe, who en- 


Joy'd it) can afford ſuch Matter of Lurprize, 


or Amuſement, as might 2 from Times 
of more Diſtreſs, and Diſord \, quiet 
Time, in Hiitory like a Calm, in a Vo; age, 
leaves us, but in an indvlent Station: To talk 
of cur Affairs, when they were no longer 
ruffled, by M:sfortuncs« w _- be a Picture 
without Shade, a flat P. er fa rmance, at beſt. As 
I might thereto re, throw al that tedious 
Time of our Tranquilliry into on. Chaſm, in 
my Hiſtory, and cut mV Way fert, at once, 
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to my liſt Exit from the Stage, I thall, at 
leaſt, fi it up with ſuch Matter only, as I 
have a mind ſhould be known, how few focver 
may have Patience to read it: Yet, as I deſpair 
not of ſome Readers, who may be moſt awake, 
when they think others have moſt occaſion to 
ſeep; who may be more pleas'd to find me 
lunguid, than lively, or in the wrong, than in 
the right ; why could! ſcruple (when it is 
UO caſy a Nutter too) to gratify their particular 
Taſte, by venturi ing upon any Error, that I 
like, or the Weakneſs of my Judgment miſlea Is 
me to commit? I think too, I have a very 
good Cha Ce, tor my Succeſs, in this pathve 
Ambit.on, by ſhewing myſelf in a Light, I have 
not been ſeen in. 

By your Leave then, Gentlemen! let the 
Scene open, and at once diſcover your Come- 
(tian, at the Bar! There you will find him a 
B and picading his own Theatrical 
Cauſe in a Court of Chancery : But, as I chute, 
to hive a Chance of pleaſing ot hers, as well as 
of induiging 1 vou, Gentlemen ; I muſt firſt beg 
cave, to pen MY Caſc to them after which, 
my whote Speech, upon that Occaſion, hall 
be at you Mercy. 

In allt the Tranſactions of Life, there can- 
not be a more painful Circumſtance, than a 
Diſpute at Law, on a Man, with whom' we 
h a long liv'd, in an agrecabie Amity : But 
whe 11 S. r Ric bard 7 te ele, co LET himiclt Out ot 
1D. Tok culties, was ob lig 'd to throw his A ſtairs, 
into the Hands cf Lawyers, 21d Truſtees, that 

Con- 
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Confideration, then, could be of no weight: 
The Friend, or the Gentleman, had no more 
to do in the Matter! Thus, while Sir Richard 
no longer acted, from himiclt, it may be no 
Wonder, if a Flaw was found in our Conduct, 
for the Law to make Work with. It muſt 
be obſerved then, that about two, or three 
Years, before this Suit was commenc'd. upon 
Sir Richard's totally abſenting himſelf from all 
Care, and Management of the Stage (which by 
our Articles of Partnerſhip, he was equally, and 
jointly oblig'd with us, to attend) we were 
reduc'd to let him know, that we could not 
go on, at that Rate; but that if he expected 
to make the Buſineſs a Sne- cure, we had as 
much Reaſon to expect a Conſideration for 
our extraordinary Care of it ; and that during 
his Abſence, we therefore intended to charge 
ourſelves at a Salary of 14. 1% 5s. 4 d. every 
acting Day (unleſs he could ſhew us Cauſe, to 
the contrary) for our Management ; To which, 
in his compos'd manner, he only anſwer' d; 
That to be ſure, we knew what was fitter 
to be done, than he did; that he had always 
taken a Delight, in making us caſy, and had 
no Reaſon to doubt of our doing him Juſtice 
Now whether, under this eaſy Stile of Appro- 
bation, he conccal'd any Diſlike of our Reſo- 
lution, I cannot ay. But, if I may fpeak my 
private Opinion, I really believe, trom his na- 
tural Negligence of bis Affairs, he was glad, 
at any Rate, to be excus'd an Attendance, 
which he was now grown weary of, But 

Ft > whether 
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whether Jam decciv'd, or right in my Opt- 
nion, the Fact was truly this, that he never 
once, directly, nor indirectly, complain'd, or 
objected to our being paid the above-men- 
tion'd daily Sum, in near three Years toge- 
ther; and vet tlill continued to abſent him- 
felt from us, and our Affairs. But notwith- 
ſtanding, he had ſeen, and done all this with 
nis Eyes open; his Lawyer thought here was 
{till a fair Field, for a Battle, in Chancerv, 
in which, though his Client might be beaten, 
he was ſure his Bill muſt be paid for it: Ac- 
cordingly, to work with us he went. But 
not to be ſo long, as the Lawyers were in 
bringing this Cauſe to an Iſſue, I ſhall, at 
once, let you know, that it came to a Hear- 
ing, before the late Sir TJo/eph Jekyll, then 
Matter ot the Rolls, in the Year 1726. Now, 
as the chief Point, in diſpute, was, of what 
ind, or Importance, the Buſineſs of a Ma- 
nager was, or in what it principally conſiſted; 
it could not be ſuppos'd, that the moſt learned 
Council could be fo well appriz'd of the 
Nature of it, as one, who had himſelf gone 
through the Care, and Fatigue of it. I was 
therefore encourag'd by our Council, to ſpeak 
to that particular Head myſelf ; which I con- 
tels I was glad he ſuffer'd me to undertake ; 
but when I tell vou, that two of the learned 


. 
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Council againſt us, came, afterwards, to be 


ſumption in a Light, that I ſtill tremble to 
mee it in: But huwcver, not to aſſume more 
Merit, 
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Merit, from its Succeſs, than was really it; 
Duc, I ought fairly ty let you know, that I 
was not to hardy, as to deliver my Pleading 
without Notes, in my Iland, of the Heads I 
intended to enlarge upon; for though I thought 
could conquer my Fear, I could not be to 
ſure of my Memorv : But when it came to 
the critical Moment, the Dread, and Appre- 
henſion of what I had undertaken, ſo d ſcon-— 
certed my Courage, that thaugh I hid been 
us'd to talk to above Fifty Thouſand different 
People every Winter, for upwards thirty 
Years together; an involuntery, and unaffect- 
ed Proot of my Confuſion, fell from my Eves ; 
and, as I found myſelf quite out of my Ele- 
ment, I ſeem'd rather gaſping for Life, than 
in a Condition to cope with tne eminent Ora- 
tors, againſt me. But however, I foun found, 
from the favourable Attention of my Hezrers, 
that my Diffidence had done me no Difter- 
vice: And as the Truth, I was to ſpeak to, 
need ed no Ornament of Words, I delivered it 
in the plain manner following, . z. 

In this Cauſe, Sir, I humbly conceive there, 
are but two Points, that admit of any ma- 
terial Diſpute, The firſt is, Whether vir 
Richard Steele, is as much obliged to do the 
Dutv, and Buſineſs of a Manager, as either 
Wilks, Bc th, or Cihber : And the ſecond is, 
Whether by Sir Riclard's totally withdrawing 
himſelf from the Buſineſs of a Manzver, the 
Defendants are juſtifiable, in charging to each 
of themicives the 1. 135. 4d. er Diem, for 

91 their 
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ir particular Pains, and Care, in carrying on 
the hole Attuwurs of the Stage, Without any 

\ ii:ttance from Sir Richard Steele. 

As to the Firſt, it I don't miſtake the Words 
| the Aftizrment, there is a Clauſe in it, that 
vs, All Xiatters relating to the Government 

or Management of the Theatre, ſhall be con- 
1Qcd by « Marority of Voice Now I Fre- 
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Ur Nicherd was ever re fuſed Bis Voice, 
tliough, in above three Years, he never deſir d 
to give it: And 1 believe there will be as 
little room to tay, that he could have a Voice, 
t he were not a Manager. But, Sir, his be- 

a Manager is fo ſclt-evident, - that it 1s 
mazing how he could conceive that he was 
to take the Profits, and Advantages of a 
Manager, without doing the Duty of it. And 
| will be bold to fay, Sir, that his Aſſign- 
ment of the Patent, to Vils, Booth, and 
(:5her, in no one Part of it, by the ſevereſt 
Conſtruction in the World, can be wreſted to 
throw the heavy Burthen of the Management 
y upon their Shoulders. Nor does it appear, 
dir, that cither in his Bill, or in his Anſwer 
to our Croſs-Eill, he has offer'd, any Hint, or 
Climnſe of a Reaſon, for his withdrawing 
trom the Management, at all; or ſo much as 
pretend, from the Time complained of, that 
ne ever took the leaſt Part of his Share of it. 
Now, Sir, however unaccountable this Con- 
duct of Sir R:-{furd may ſcem, we will ſtill 
allow, that ke had ſome Cauſe for it; but 
whether 
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whether or no, that Cauſe, was a reaſona- 
ble one, your Honour will the better judge, 
if I may be indulged in the Liberty of expluin- 
ing it. | 
Sir, the Cafc, in plain Truti: and Reality 
ſtands thus: Sir /Xchard, though no NY: 
can write better of Oeconomy than þ 
yet, perhaps he is above the Drudgery of prac- 
tiling it: Sir Richard, then, was ofen in 
want ot Money ; and while we were in Friend- 
ſhip with him, we ofien attifted his Occaſi- 
ons: But thoſe Compliances had {> untortunate 
an Litect, that they only heightened his Im- 
portunity, to borrow more, and the more we 
lent, the leſs he minded ns, or thew'd ny 
Concern for our Welfare. Upon this, Sir, we 
ſtopt our Hands, at once, and perewptorily 
refus'd to advance another Shilling, till by the 
Balance of our Accounts, it became due to him. 
And this Treatment {though we hope, not in 
the leaſt unſuſtifiable) we have Reaton to be- 
lieve fo ruffled his Temper, that he at or 
was as ſhort with us, as we had been with 
him; tor, from that Day, he never more cm 
near us: Nay, Sir, he not only continued to 
neglect, what he ſhould have done, but actual- 
ly did, what he ought 1 to have done : 
He made an Aſſignment of his Share, with- 
out our Conſent, in a maniteit Breach ot our 
Agreement: For, Sir, we did not lay that 
Reſtriction upon ourſelves, tor no Reaton : We 
knew, before-hand, what Trouble, and incon- 
venicnce it would be, to unravel, and expoſe 
Ft 4 mr 


1 — 2 ·*—³ðn FI” ED S „4 60 — — «„ „ ”»T"-»7  T_—©——— — x * — — — ä ö— — 


- 0 — — - 


440 The LIFE of 
our Accounts to Strangers, who, if they were 
to do us no hurt, rv divelgny our Secrets, 
we were {ure cou do us no Tuod, by keep- 
ing thein. If Sir ear had had our com- 
mon Inierett at irt, he would have been 
as Warm in ; we were, and as tender of 
hurting it: Luc ſuppoſing his afligning his 
Snare to others, may have done us no great 
In ITV, it 18, at leaſt, a ihrewd Proof, that he 
did not Care Whether it did us any, or no. 
And it the Claute was not ſtrong enough to 
reſrata him from it, in Law, there was enough 
in it, to have reſtrain'd him, in Honour, from 
breaxing it. But take it, in its beſt Light, it 
ſhews him as remiſs a Manager, in our Affairs, 
as he naturally was in his own.. Suppoſe, Sir, 
we had ali been as careleſs as himſelf, which 
I can't bnd he has any more Right to be, 
than we have, muſt not our whole Affair have 
talen to Ruin? And may we not, by a pa- 
rity of Reaſon, ſuppoſe, that by his Neglect a 
fourth Part of it des fall to Ruin? Bu“, Sir, 
there is a particular Reaſon to believe, that, 
trom our want of Sir Richard, more, than a 
fourth Part does ſuffer by it: His Rank, and 
Figure, in the World. while he gave us the 
Atiiftance of them, were of extraordinary Ser- 
vice to us: He had an eafier Acceſs, and a 
more regarded Audience at Court, than our low 
Station of Lite could pretend to, when our 
Intereſt wanted (as it often did) a particular 
Solicitation there, But ſince we have been 
deprived of him, the very End, the very Con- 
ſideration 
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ſideration of his Share in our Profits, is not 
perform'd on his Part. And will Sir R:chard, 
then, make us no Compenſation, for ſo valua- 
ble a Loſs, in our Intereſts, and ſo palpable an 
Addition to our Labour ? I am afraid, Sir, it 
we were all to be as indolent in the Manag- 
ing-part, as Sir Richard preſumes he has a 
Right to be; our Patent would ſoon run us, 
as many Hundreds, in Debt, as he had (and 
ſtill ſeems willing to have) his Share of, tor 
doing of nothing. 

Sir, our next Point, in queſtion, is whether 
Nit, Broth, and Cibber, are juitinable, in 
charging the 1 J. 13 5. 4 d. fer diem, for their 
extraordinary Management, in the Abſence of 
Sir Richard Steele: I doubt, Sir, it will be 
hard to come to the Solution of this Point, 
unleis we may be a little indulg'd, in ſetting 
forth, what is the daily, and neceſſary Buſineſs, 
and Duty of a Manager. But, Sir, we will 
endeavour to be as ſhort, as the Circumſtances 
will admit of. 

Sir, by our Books, it is apparent, that the 
Managers have under their Care, no leſs than 
One Hundred and Forty Perſons, in conſtant 
daily Pay: And among ſuch Numbers, it will 
be no wonder, if a great many of them are 
unſkilful, idle, and ſometimes untra*tobie ; 
all which Tempers are to be led, or dien, 
watch'd, and reſtrain'd by the continu: Sil, 
Care, and Patience of the Manager 
Manager is oblig'd, in his turn, t. 
or three Hours every Mor ir 7 
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hearſal of Plays, and other Entertainments 
for the Stage, or elſe every Rehearſal would 
be but a rude Meeting of Mirth and Jollity. 
The tame Attendance, is as neceſſary at every 
Plav, during the Time of its publick Action, 
in which one, or more of us, have con- 
ſtantly been punctual, whether we have had 
any Part, in the Play, then acted, or not. 
A NMaraver ought to be at the Reading of 
every new Play, when it is firft offer'd to the 
Stage, though there are ſeldom one of thoſe 
Plavs in twenty, which upon hearing, proves 
to be fit tor it; any upon ſuch Occations the 
Attendance muſt be allow'd to be as painfully 
tedious, as the getting rid of the Authors of 
ſuch Plays, muſt be diſagrecable, and difficult. 
Befides this, Sir, a Manager is to order all 
new Cloaths, to affiit in the Fancy, and Pro- 
prictv of them, to limit the Expence, and to 
withſtand the unrcatonable Importunities of 
ſome, who are apt to think themſelves injur'd, 
it they are not finer than their Fellows. A 
Manager, 1s to direct and overice the Painters, 
Mlachiniſts, Mluſicians, Singers, and Dancers; 
to have an Eye upon the Door-keepers, Un- 
der- ſer vants, and Officers, that without ſuch 
Care, are too often apt to defraud us, or neglect 
their Duty, 

And ail.this, Sir, and more, much more, 
which we hope will be neediefs to trouble you 
with, have we done every Day, without the 
leaſt Atiittance from Sir Richard, even at times 
when thc Cuncern, and Labour of our Parts, 

upon 
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upon the Stage, have made it very difficult, and 
irkſ me to go through with it. 

his Place, Sir, it may be worth obſerv- 
ing, that Sir Richard, in his Anſwer to our 
Cro!s-Bill, ſcems to value himſelt, upon C:6- 
ber's confeſfing, in the Dedication of a Play, 
which he made t Sir Richard, that he (Sir 
Richard) hud done the Stage very confidetable 
Service, by leading the 'Lown to our Plays, 
and filling our Houtes, by the Force and In- 
fluence of his { aticrs, But Sir Richard torgets, 
that thoſe Talus were written in the late 
Queen's Reign, long befo:e he was admitted 
to a Share in the Play-houſe : And in Truth, 
Sir, it was our real Scenic of thoſe Obligations 
and Sir Richard's aſſuring us they ſhouid be 
continued, that firſt and chietly inclin'd us to 
invite him to ſhare the Profits of our Labours, 
upon ſuch farther Conditions, as in his Aitign- 
ment of the Patent to us, are ſpecified. And, 
Sir, as C:ibber's publick Acknowledgment of 
thoſe Favours is at the fame time an equal 
Proof of Sir Richard's Pete to continue them 


* 
* . 
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ſo, Sir, we hope, it carries ar equal Probabi- 
litv, that without his Fromiſe to e that Power, 
he would never have been thought on, much 
leſs have been invited by us, into a Joint- 
Management of the Stage, and into a Share oi 
the Profits : And indeed what Pretence could 
he have form'd, for aſking a Patent from the 
Crown, had he bcen poſſeſs'd of no eminent 
Qualities, but in common with other Men * 
But, Si, all theſe Advantages, all theſe Hopes 
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nay, Certainties of greater Profits, from thoſe 
great Qualities, have we been utterly depriv'd 
of by the wilful, and unexpected Neglect of 
Sir Richard, But we find, Sir, it is a common 
thing, in the Practice of Mankind, to juſtify 
one Error, by committing another: For Sir 
R:ichird has not only refuſed us the extraordi- 
nary Aſſiſtance, which he is able, and bound 
to give us; but on the contrary, to our great 


| Expence, and Loſs of Time, now calls us to 
| Account, in this honourable Court, for the 
Wrong we have done him, in not doing his 


Butine!s of a Manager, for nothing. But, Sir, 

Sir Richard has not met with ſuch Treatment 

| from us: He has not writ Plays for us, for 
| Nothing ; we paid him very well, and in an ex- 
traordinary manner, for his late Comedy of 

the Conſcious Lovers : And though, in writing | 

that Play, he had more Afiſtance from one 
the Managers, than becomes me to enlarge 
pon, of which Evidence ha. bcen given upon 
Oath, by ſeveral of our Actors; yet, Sir, he 
was allow'd the full, and particular Profits of 
that Play, as an Author, which amounted to 
Three Hundred Pounds, beſides about Three 
{ more, which he received as a Joint- 

Marer of the general Profits, that aroſe from 
ir. Now, Sir, though the Managers are not 
them able to write Plays, yet they have 

{ ther been able to do (I won't ſay, as 
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| good, but at leaſt as profitable a thing. They 
have invented and adorn'd a Spectacle, that 
tor Forty Days together has brought more Mo- 

| ncy, 
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ney, to the Houſe, than the beſt Play that 
ever was writ. The Spectacle, I mean, Sir, 1s 
that of the Coronation-Ceremony of Anna 
Bullen: And though we e allow a good Play to 
be the more laudable Performance, yet, Sir, 
in the profitable Part of it, there is no Com- 
pariſon, If therefore, our Spectacle brought 
in as much, or more Money, than Sir Richard's 
Comedy, what is there, on his Side, but Uſage, 
that intitles him, to be paid for One, more, 
than we are, for t'other ? But then, : ir, if he 
is 10 profitabiy diftinguith'd for his Play, if we 
yield him up the Preference, and pay him, for 
his extraordinary Compoſition, and take no- 
thing tor our own, though it turn'd out more 
to our common Profit ; ſure, Sir, while we do 
ſuch extraordinary Duty, as Managers, and 
while he neulects his Share of that Duty, he 
cannot gruuve us the moderate Demand we 
make for our ſeparate Labour? 

To conclude, Sir, if by our conſtant Atten- 
dance, our Care, our Anxiety (not to mention 
the diſagreeable Conteſts, we ſometimes meet 
with, both within, and without Doors, in the 
Management of our Theatre) we have not only 
ſaved the whole from Ruin, which if we had 
al! follow'd Sir Richard's Example, could not 
have been avoided; I ſay, Sir, if we have till 
made it ſo valuable an Income to him, without 
his giving us the Jeaſt Affiſtance for ſeveral 
Years paſt ; we hope, Sir, that the poor La- 
bourers, that have done all this for Sir Richard, 
will not be thought unworthy of their Tire. 
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no great Importance to gueſi; bot the Iſſue of 


it was his: That Sir Richard not having made 
any Obigction, to what we hat charged for 
Management, for three Years together; and as 
our Proceedings had been all trantacted, in 
open Day, without any clandettine Intention 
of Fraud; we were allow'd the Sums, in diſ- 
pute, above-mention'd ; and Sir Richard not 
being adviſed, to appeal to the Lord Chancel- 
lor, both Parties pail their own Coſte, and 
thought it their mutual Intercit, to let this be 
the laſt of their Lav-tuits, 

And now, gentle Reader, I atk Pardon, for 
ſo long an Impoſition on your Patience: For 
tho' I may have no ill Opinion of this Matter 
myielf; yet to you, I can very caſily conceive 
it may have been tedious, You are therefore, 
at vour own Liberty of charging the whole Im- 


pertinence of it, either to the Weakneſs of 


iny Judgment, or the Strength of my Vanity ; 
and I will ſo far join in your Cenſure, that 1 
tarther confeſs, I have been ſo impatient to 
give it you, that you have had it out of its 
Turn: For, ſome Years, befre this Suit was 
commenced, there were other Facts, that ought 
to have had a Precedence in my Hiſtory : But 
that, I dare ſay, is an Overſight you will caſi- 
ly excuſe, provided you afterwards find them 
vorth reading, However, as to that Point, I 
wit take my Chance, and ſhall therefore pro- 
cced to ſpeak of the Theatre, which was or- 
der'd 
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der'd by his late Majeſty to be crected in the 
Great old Hall at IA mpton-Court ; where Plays 
were intended to have becn ated twice a 
Week, during the Summer-Seaſon. But be- 
fore the Theatre could be finith'd, above half 
the Month of September being elapſed, there 
were but leven Plays acted before the Court re- 
turned to Lodo This throwing open a The- 
atre, in a Royal Palace, ſeem'd to be reviving 
the Old E nolifh hoſpitable Grandeur, where 
the loweſt Rank of neig 2hbouring Subjects might 
make themictves merry at Court, without * 
ing laugh'd at them! elves. In former Reigns, 
Theatrical Entertainments at the Royal Palaces, 
had been perform'd at vaſt Expence, as s appears 
by the Deſcription of the Decorations, in ſe- 
eral of Ben. Jelnſon's Na guss, in King 
. and Charles the Firt's Time; many 
curious and original Draughts of which, by 
Inigo Tones, I have ſeen in the Muſceun 
of our greateſt Maſter, and Patron of Arts, 
and Architecture, whom it would be a needleis 
Liberty to name. But when our Civil Wars 
ended in the Decadence of Monarchy, it was 
then an Honour to the Stage, to have fallen 
with it: Yet, after the Reſtoration of Charles II. 
ſome faint Attempts were made to revive thetic 
Theatrical Spectacles at Court; but I he met 
with no Account of above one Matque acted 
there, by the Nn ; vhich was that of 
Califts, written by * the Author of Sir 
Court!y Nice. For what Reaſon Cr:wn was 
choſen to that Hor our, rather than Dryden, 
who 
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who was then Pcet-Laureat, and cut of all 
Compariſon his Superior, in Pcetry, may ſeem 
ſurprizing : But it we conſider the Offence 
which the then Duke of Buck;ngbamtook at the 
Character of Zimri, in Dryden's Abſalom, &Cc. 
(which might probably be a Return, to his 
Grace's Draucunſir, in the Rehearſal) we may 
ſuppoſe the Prejudice and Recommendation of 
lo illuſtrious a Pretender to Poetry, might pre- 
vail, at Court, to give Crown this Preference. 
In the ſame Reign, the King had his Come- 
dians at Nindſar, but upon a particular Eſta- 
bliihment ; tor tho' they acted in St. Grorge's 
Hall, within the Royal Palace, yet (as 1 have 
been inform'd by an Eye-witneſs) they were 
permitted to take Money at the Door, of every 
Spectator ; whether this was an Indulgence, in 
Conſcience, I cannot fay ; but it was a com- 
mon Report among the principal Actors, when 
I firſt came to the Theatre-Reyal, in 1690, 
that there was, then, due to the Company, 
from that Court, about One Thouſand Five 
Hundred Pounds, for Plays commanded, &c. 
and yet it w.s the general Complaint, in that 
Prince's Reign, that he paid too much Ready- 
money, for his Pleaſures : But theſe Aftertions 
I only g.ve, as I received them, without being 
anſwerable, for their Reality. This Theatri- 
cal Anecdote, however, puts me in mind of 
one of 2 more private nature, Which! d from 
old ſolemn Boman, the late Act oi creh le 
Memory. Beman, then a Youth, aud n d 
for his Voice, was appointed to ung ic. | art, 


1 


I 


| 
ls 


10 


10 


ul 


—— ů ů —— — — —— — 
25 ” ” TT” PEE EEE EEE LY” 


T : $3; 
: : : M1 þ 
- , 


174 


e 


| "Hh | | 
/ ' : : Ein "; - . - 17 

H. nenne I i C I - | WHITE URL ET TTY? | 

If AA A A 1 5 77 Aan bt ey 


' 


: 
I. 3444 : 


£2 


. — 
yo —— 2 — 
— —ê 


enn „„ „„ „„ 


— 78 - * 


Jiu Grace, JOHN DV BUCKINGHAM-.. 
One modern. laber here kekold hor. rom Witter new or ts 
Who with a "4 fe u , nu never Stral a 7 tonght. Buckingham 


SW im tht Apr mma amp | Hil Will! MMM mT tun 
. 4 141 ; * THT Mann In ii T9450) * 4 Ha» FI - | . 
(FAT PR er Ae A PI OLE | | ee {RT OR RT 9 e 


1 


rr 


3 


of YORI, 


* 
1 


[1 1K 


»-J, {lor S 


- 
. 


Fun.. 


- 


lhe CFE 4H 4 


js 774 


* 
- 


enn 22 Dake 4 Gee 7 


n 


* 


* 


„ 


* 


III 


1 
il 


. 
d o 
I 


| 


* 


ill 


0 


| 


| 
uh 


* lll | 


— — 


— 


LI 


- 


„ © 


„ 1. 


" {4 1 


" 


( 


* 


0 _ * 
„„, „ „ „oe „ 19995 


. 


in ths | / 


CAROLUS II. DEI GRATIA ANGLLEA. SC OTIA. FRANCLEA. ET HIBERNIA REX 


PB - 2 Kaf- W 
474 


CRE th; Fecal et ex. 1680. 
EC 


— 
/ 


[LC * 


SO Oy + 


a) -* ) — _ 
1 1 gt . \ COCFCNEC Father U/? Jod lan. 
arm <( han. ollor of u mo.st Hoble Order 


. " ” * d A . © _ o * — 
e al Auen C nun r ieee dun 


— kc 
OF C. 


Of Ut 


” 6 
3 . * 


N 
fart 7 


—- — ww 


ColLLty CiBBER. 449 


in a Concert of Muſick at the private Lodgings 
of Mrs. Gwn ; at which were only preſent, 
the King, the Duke of 27r4, and one, or two 
more, who were uſually admitted upon thoſe 
detach'd Parties of Pleaſure. When the Per- 
formance was ended, the King expreſs'd him- 
ſelf highly pleaſed, and gave it extraordinary 
Commendations : Then, Sir, laid the Lady, 
to thew you don't ſpeak like a Courtier, I hope 
you will make the Performers a handſome Pre- 
ſent : The King faid, he had no Money avout 
him, and afk'd the Duke if he had any? To 
which the Duke reply'd, I believe, Sir, not 
above a Guinea, or two. Upon which the 
laughing Lady, turning to the People about 
her, and making bold with the King! common 
Expre ſſion, cLY d, Od's 1 Fife ! 1 beat Company 
am I get into, 

Whether the reverend Hiftorian of his Cn 
Time, among the many other Reaſons of the 
ſame Kind, he might have for ſtiling this Fair 
One the indiſerecteſt and wildeſt Creature, that 
ever was in a Court, might know this to be one 
of them, I can't ſay: But if we conſi er her in 
all the Diſadvantages of her Rank, ard FEdu- 
cation, ſhe does not appear to hv: 13 
criminal Errors more remarkab:- 

Frailty to anſwer for: And, if ie lame Au- 
thor, in his latter End of that Prince's Life, 
ſeems to reproach his Memory, with two kind 

Concern for. her Support, we may allow, 
that it becomes a Biſhop to have had no Ev, 
or Taſte ior the irivolous Charms or playful 
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Bading ge of a King's Miſtreſs; Yet, if the 
common Fame of her mav be bcyev'd, Which 
in my Memory was not doubted, ſhe had lets 
to be laid to her Charge, than any other of 
thoſe Ladics, who were in the ſame State oi 
Preferment : She never meddled in Matters of 
ſerious Moment, or was the Tool of working 
Politicians: Never broke into thoſe amorous 
Infidelities, which others, in that grave Au- 
thor, are accus'd of; but was as vitibly diſtin- 
guiſh'd, by her particular Perſonal Inclination 
to the King, as her Rivals were, by their Ti- 


5 — 1 _— " 

tles, and Grandeur, Give me leave to carry 
(perhaps, the Partiality of) my Obſervation a 
3 ' * . — : . 1 

little farther. The ſame Author, in the tame 


Ir, 
Page, 257, tells us, That. Another of the 
C 3 3 7 
385 1 % 4+ % — — % 
„ King's Miſtreſſes, the Daughter of a Cler- 
— » — 2 
« gyman, Mrs. Reberts, in whom her firſt 
* Education had ſo deep a Root, that though 
« the fell into many ſcandalous Diſorders, 


with very diſmal Adventures in them all, 
* ycta Principle of Religion was fo deep laid 
1 NCT, hat tho' it did not reſtrain her, vet 
** 1t kept alive in her, ſuch a conſtant Horror 
* of Sin, that ſhe was never eaſy, in an ill 
Cc - F 


Couric, and died with a great Scnie of her 
© former ill Life.” 

To ail this let us give an implicit Credit: 
Here is the Account of à frail Sinner made up, 
with à reverend Witne(s ! Vet I cannot but 
lament, that this Mitred Hiſtorian, who ſeems 
to knom more Perſonal Secrets, than any that 
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inquiſitive after the laſt Hours of our other 
Fair Offender, whoſe Reventance, I hav- been 
ung ueſtionably intorm'd. appear on in all the 


contrite Symptoms of a Chrittian Sincerity, If 


therefore you find I am fo much concern'd to 
make this favourable mention of the one, be- 
cauſe ſhe was a Siſter of the Theatre, why 
may not— But I dare not be ſo pres umptuc ous, 
ſo uncharitably bold, as to ſuppoſe the other 
was ſpoken better of, merely f ecauſe ſhe was 
the Daughter of a Clrgyman., Well, and 
what then? What's all this idle 1 You 
may fay, to the matter in hand? Why, I 1 
your Queſtion is a little too rrcl in 
you won't give an Author leave, now and 
then, to embelliſh his Work, by a natural Re- 
flexion, you are an ungentle Reader. But I 
— done with my Digreſſion, and return to 
Theatre at Hampcon- Court, where I am 
not oe the Reader, be he ever fo wife, will 
meet with any thing more worth his notice : 


* 
- 
* 


However, if he happer read, as I Write, 
for want of ſomething better 1, he will 
go on; and perhaps, wonder, when 4 oc. hin, 
that 


A Play preſented at Court, or ated cn a 
publick Stage, ſeem to their different Audi- 
tors, 2 different Entertainment. Now hear 
my Reaſon for it. In the common The — 
the Guvuſts arc at hcme, where the Pc liter 
Form of CG Wen are not ſo nicciy re- 
garded: Every one there, falls to, and likes or 
tings f ult, according to > his natural Taſte, 

Gr g 2 Ap- 
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Appetite. At Court, where the Prince gives 
the Treit, ard honours the Table with his 
own Preſence, the Audience is under the Re- 
itraint of a Circle, where Laughter, or Ap- 
plauſe, rais'd higher than a Whitper, would 
be ſtar'd at. At a publick Play they are both 
let looſe, even 'till the Actor is, ſometimes, 
pieas'd with his not being able to be heard, 
for the Clamour of them. But this Coldneſs 
or Decency of Attention, at Court, I obſerv'd, 
had but a melancholy Effect, upon the impa- 
tient Vanity of ſome of our Actors, who 
ſeem'd inconſolable, when their flaſhy Endea- 
vours to pleaſe had paſs'd unheeded : Their not 
conſidering where they were, quite diſconcert- 
ed them; nor could they recover their Spirits, 
till from the loweſt Rank of the Audience, 
fome gaping Jahn, or Jan, in the fullneſs of 
their Hearts, roar'd out their Approbation : 
And indeed, ſuch a natural Inſtance of honeft 
Simplicity, a Prince himſelf, whoſe Indul- 
gence Knows where to make Allowances, 
mighit reaſonably ſmile at, and perhaps not 
think it the worſt part of his Entertainment. 
Yet it miſt be own'd, that an Audience may 
be as well too much reſerv'd, as too profuſe 
of t!.ir Applauſe : For though, it is poſſible 
/” *-rt5n would not have been diſcourag'd, 
throwing out an Excellence, or elated 

an Error by his Auditors being too litile, 

vr too much pleas'd; yet as Actors of his Judg- 
ment ure Rarities, thote of leſs Judgment may 
fink into 2 Flatneſs, in their Performance, for 
want 
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want of that Applauſe, which from the ge- 
nerality of Judges, they might, perhaps, have 
ſome Pretence to: And the Auditor, when 
not ſeeming to feel what ought to affect him, 
may rob himſelf of ſomething more, that he 
might have had, by giving the Actor his Du 
who meaſures out his Power to pleaſe, ac 
ding to the Value be ts upon his He roi 
Taſte, or Capacity. Hat however, as we were 
not, here, itinerant Adventurers, and had pro- 
perly but one Royal Auditor to pleaſe; after 
that Honour was attain'd to, the reſt of our 
Ambition had little to look after : And that 
the King was often pleas'd, we were not only 
afſur'd, by thoſe who had the Honour to be 
near him; but could fee it, from the frequent 
Satisfaction in his Looks at particulur Scenes, 
and Paſſages : One Inftance of which I am 
tempted to relate, becauſe it was at a Speech, 
that might more naturally affect a Sovereign 
Prince, than any private Spectator, In e- 
ſpear's Harry the Eighth, that King commands 
the Cardinal to write circular Letters of In- 
demnity, into every County, where the Pay- 
ment of certain heavy Taxes had been diſ- 
mted : Upon which the Cardinal whiſpers 
the following Directions to his Secretary Crom- 
well : 


rd with vou : 

£.,'t there be Letters writ t9 eEVery $/ Ire, 

Of the King's Grace, and Pardon: The gricv'd 
Commons 
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Hardy concerve of me. Let it be nois'd, 
That threugh our litercefion this Negutement, 
And Pardon, comes, —1 forall anon adviſe you 
Fartver, in the Precceaing 


ung from his Maſter the Grace, and Merit 
a good Action, and dreſſing up himſelf in 
„ While himſelf had been Author of the Evil 
complain'd of, was ſo eaſy a Stroke of his 
 e£7:p0:2] Conſcience, that it ſeem'd to raiſe 
tie Ring into ſomething more than a Smile, 
\ r that Play came before him: And I 
had 2 more diſtinct Occaſion, to obſerve this 
E 
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The Solicitude of this Spiritual Miniſter, in 
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test; hecauſe my proper ſtand on the Stage, 
hen I ſpoke the Lines, required me to be 
ncar the Box, where the King uſually fate. In 
a Ward, this Play is ſo true a Dramatick Chro- 
picie of an old Eng/;f Court, and where the 
Charact. r of Flarry the Eighth 15 o exactly 
Qrawn, even to a hemourous Likeneſs, that it 


may be no wonder why his Majeſty's particular 
Tatte for it, ſhould have commanded it three 


eral times in one Winter. 
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It may be imagin'd, that giving Plays to the 
People at ſuch a diſtance from London, could 
not but be attended with an extraordinary 
Expence ; and it was ſome Difficulty, when 
they were firſt talk'd of, to bring them under 
+ moderate Sum; I ſhall therefore, in as few 
Words as potlible, give a Particular of what 
Eitzbliſhment they were then brought to, 
that in caſe the ſame Entertainments thould 
at any Time hereafter be call'd to the ſame 
Place, future Courts may judge, how far the 
Precedent may ſtand good, or necd an Altera- 
tion. 
Though the ſtated Fee, for a Play acted at 
i hiteball, had been formerly, but Twenty 
Pounds; vet, as that hinder'd not the Com- 
pany's acting on the ſame Day, at the Publick 
Theatre, that Sum was almoſt all clear Pro- 
fits to them: But this Circumſtanee not being 
practicable, when they were commanded to 
Ilummptan- Court, a new, and extraordinary 
Clare was unavoidable : The Managers, there- 
fore, t to inflame it, defir'd no Conſidera- 
tion, for their own Labour, farther than the 
Honour of being employ'd, in his Majeſty's 
Commands; ind, if the other Actors might 
be allowed, each their Day's Pay, and travel- 
ling Charges, they ſhould hold themſelves rea- 
dy, to act any Play, there, at a Day's Warn- 
ing: And that the Trouble might be leſs, by 
being divided, the Lord Chamberiain was 
pleas'd to let us know, that the Houthold- 
NMuſick, the Wax Lights, and a Charfe-Adrine, 
Gg 4 to 
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to carry our moving Wardrobe to every diffe- 
rent Play, ſhould be under the Charge of 
the proper Officers. Notwithſtanding theſe 
Aſſiſtances, the Expence of every Play amoun- 
ted itz afty Pounds: Which Account, when 
all was over, was not only allow'd us, but 
his Majufty was gracioutly ple as'd to give the 
Managers two hundred Pounds more, * 
their p articular Performance, and Trouble, 
only ieren times acting. Which laſt Sum, 
thr ugh it might not be too much, for a Save 
reizn Frince to give, it was certainly more 
than cur utmoſt Merit ought to have hop'd 
for: And I confeis, when I receiv'd the Or- 
der for the Money, from his Grace the Duke 
Gi: *-erccaſtle, then Lord Chamberlain, I was 
ſo turpris'd, that I imagin'd EI Grace's Fa- 
vour, or Recommendation of our Readinels, 
or Diligence, muſt have contributed to fo high 
a Conſideration of it, and was offering my 
Ac; nowledgments, as I thought them due; 
but was ſoon ſtopt ſhort, by his Gracc's De- 
claration, That we had no Obligations for it, 
but to the King hiunſclft, who had given it, 
from no other Motive, than his own 138 
ty. Now whether we may ſuppoſe that Car- 
nal TY lev, (as you ſee Shake [pear has drawn 
hi in) would 1 hiently have taken ſuch low Ac- 
nor . ee to himſelf, perhaps may be as 
Iitt!s worth conſideration, as my mentioning this 
Crcu e w ce has been neceſſary : But if it 1s Que 
to the Honour and Integrity of the (then) Lord 
Chamberlain, I cannot think it wholly imperti- 
nent, Since 
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Since that time, there has been but one Play 
given at Hampton-Court, which was for the 
Entertainment of the Duke of Lerrain; and 
for which his prefent Majeſty was pleated to 
order us a hundred Pounds. 

The Reader may, now, plainly ſee, that I 
am ranſacking my Memory, tor ſuch remain- 
ing Scraps of Theatrical Hiſtory, as may not, 
perhaps, be worth his Notice: But if they are 
ſuch as tempt me to write them, why may 
I not hope, that in this wide World, there 
may be many an idle Soul, no wiler than my- 
ſelft, who may be equally tempted to read 
them ? 

I have ſo often had occaſion to compare the 
State of the Stage to the State of a Nation, 
that I yet feel a Reluctancy to drop the Com- 
pariſon, or ſpeak of the one, without ſorne 
Application to the other. How many Reigns, 
then, do I remember, from that of Charts 
the Second, through all which, there has been, 
from one half of the People, or the other, a 
Succeſſion of Clamour againſt every different 
Miniſtry for the Time being? And yet, let the 
Cauſe of this Clamour have been never fo well 
grounded, it is imp ble, but that fome it 
thoſe Miniſters muſt have been wiſer, and ho- 
neſter Men than ho ers: If this be true, as 
true, I believe, it is, wh may I not then ſav, 
as ſome Fool in a French Play does, upon à 
like Occaſion — Juſtement, comme chez nus 
'Twas exactly the fame with our Management 
let us have done never ſo well, we could 

not 
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nat pleaſe every body: All I can fay, in our 
Defence, is, that though many good Judges, 
night poſſibly conceive how the Ste of the 


— 


Stage might have been mended, yet the beſt of 


them never pretendec to retnember the Time 
when it was better! or could ſhew us the 
way to make their imaginary Amendm.nts 
practicable. 

For though I have often allow'd, that our 
beſt Merit, as Actors, was never equal to that 
of our Predeceſſors, yet I will venture to fay, 
that in all its Branches, the Stage had never 
been under ſo juſt, ſo proſperòus, and ſo ſettled 
a Regulation, for forty Years before, as it 
was at the Time I am ſpeaking of. The moit 
plauſible Objcction to our Adminiſtration, ſeem- 
ed to be, the we took no Care to breed up 
young Actors, to ſucceed us; and this was 
imputed as the greater Fault, becauſe it was 
taken for granted, that it was a Matter as eaſy 
as planting ſo many Cabbages: Now might 
not a Court as well be reproached for not 
breeding up a Succeſſion of complete Mini- 
ſters? And yet it is evident, that if Provi- 
dence, or Nature, don't ſupply us with both, 
the State, and the Stage will be but poorly 
ſupported, If a Man of an ample Fortune, 
mould cake it into his Head, to give a younger 
Son an extraordinary Allowance, in order to 
brecd him a great Poct, what might we ſup- 
poſe would be ti: Odds, that his Trouble, and 
Money wok! be all thrown away? Not more 
than it would be againſt the Maſter of a 
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Theatre, who ſhould ſay, this, or that young 
Man, I will take care ſhall be an excellent 
Actor! Let it be our Excuſe then, for that 
miſtaken Charge againſt us; that fince there 
was no Garden, or Market, where accompliſh- 
cd Actors grew, or were to be fold, we could 
only pick them up, as we do Pebbles of Va- 
luce, by Chance: We may poliſh a thouſand 
before we can find one fit to make a Fi: 

in the Lid of a Snuft-Box. And how fever 


y 


ever we were able to produce, it is no Prot 


* 


Y 


that we were not always in ſearch of them: 
Yet, at worſt, it was allowed, that dur c- 
ciency of Mcn Actors, was not ſo vitible, 

our Scarcity of tolerable Women: But when 


it is confider'd, that the Life of Youth and 
Beauty is too ſhort for the bringing an Act: ts 


to her Pertection ; were I to mention too, t! 
many frail fair Ones, I remember, who, Lei 
they could arrive to their Theatric:! ** 
were feloniouſly ſtolen from the Tre: 
rather be thought our XIisfortune, 
Fault, that we were no better providec 
Even the Laws of a Nunnery, we f, 
thought no ſufficient Security again{t 7 


Rx 
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tions, without Iron Grates, and high \ 
inforce them; which the Arc: itectu 


Theatre will not ſo properly admit of : 

yet, methinks, Beauty th: hes not tho! 

ficial Fortreſſes about it, at has no D 

but its natural Virtue (e hic upon 

has more than once been met with!“ ma 

much more meritorious Figure, in Luc, 
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that immur'd Virtue, which could never be 
try'd. But alas ! as the poor Stage is but the 

Show-glaſs to a Toy -ſhop, we muſt not won- 
der, if now ard then, ſome of the Bawbles 
ſhould find a Purchaſer, 

However, as to ſay more, or leſs than Truth, 
are equally unfaithful 3 In an Hiſtorian ; I cannot 
but own, that in the Government of the Thea- 
tre, I have known many Inſtances, where the 
Merit of promiſing Aftors has not alway been 
brought forward, with the Regard, r Favour, 
it had a Claim to: And if 1 put my 3 in 
mind, that in the carly Part of this Work, I 
have thew n, thro' v hat continued Difficulties, 
and Diſcouragements I myſelf made my way up 
the Hill of Preferment ; he may juſtly call it, 
too ſtrong a Glare of my Vanity: I am afraid 
he is in the right; but T pretend not to be one 
of thoſe chaſte Authors, that know how to 
write without it : When Truth is to be told, 
it may be as much Chance, as Choice, if it 
happens to turn out in my Favour ; But to 
ſhew that this was true of — as well as 
mvlelf, Berth ſhall be another Inſtance. In 
dy, When STinry was the only Maſter of 
he Company in the Hay- Market ; Wilks, 

he was, then, but an hired Actor himſelf 
ther choſe to govern, and give Orders, than to 

-ece:ve them; and was fo jealous of Beerb's riſing 
tat, with a high Hand, he gave the Part of 
Pierre, in Venice Prefers 4. to Mills the elder, 
who (not to undervalue him) was out of Sight, 
n the Pretenizons that Booth, then young, as 
he 
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he was, had to the fame Part: And this very 
Diſcouragement ſo ſtrongly affected him, that 
not long after, when ſeveral of us became 
Sharers with Stine, Booth rather choſe to 
riſque his Fortune, with the old Patentee in 
Drury-Lane, than come into our Intereſt, 
where he ſaw he was like to meet with more 
of thoſe Partialities. And yet, again, Bcoth 
himſelf, when he came to be a Manager, 
would ſometimes ſuifer his Judgment to be 
blinded by his Inclination to Actors, whom 
the Town cem'd tc have but an indifferent O- 
pinion of. This again, inclin es me to aſk ano- 
ther of my 04d Queſtions, . Have we ne- 
ver ſeen the ſame P.mons govern a Court! 
How many waite Stafts, and great Places do 
we find, in our Hiſtories, have been lad at 
the Feet of a Monarch, becauſe they choſe 
not to give way to a Rival, in Power, or hold 
a ſecond Place in his Favour ? How many 
Whigs, and Tories have chang'd their Partics, 
when their good or bad Pretenſions have met 
with a Check to their higher Preferment ? 

Thus, we ſee, let the Degrees, and Rank 
of Men, be ever ſo uncqual, Nature throws 
out their Paſſions from the ſame Motives ; tis 
not the Eminence, or Lowlineſs of either, that 
makes the one, when provok'd, more or lefs 
a reaſonable Creature than the other : The 
Courtier, and the Comedian, when their Am- 
hition is out of Humour, take juſt the ſame 
Meatures to right themſelves. 
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If this familiar Stile of talking ſhould, in 
the Noſtrils of Gravity, and Wiſdom, ſmell a 
little too much of the Preſumptuous, or the 
Pragmatical, I will, at leaſt, deſcend lower, 
in my Apology for it, by calling to my Aſſiſ- 
tance the old, humble Proverb, 278. Tis an 
ill Bird that, &c. Why then ſhould I debaſe 
my Profeſſion, by ſetting it in vulgar Lights, 
when I may ſhew it to more favourable Ad- 
vantages? And when I ſpcak of our Errors, 
why may I not extenuate them by illuſtrious 
Examples? or by not allcwing them greater, 
than the greateſt Men have been ſubject to ? 
Or why, indeed, may I not ſuppoſe, that a 
fenfible Reader will rather laugh, than look 
grave, at the Pomp of my Parallels? 

Now, as I am tied down to the Veracity of 
an Hiſtorian, whole Facts cannot be ſuppoſed, 
like thoſe in a Romance, to be in the Choice of 
the Author, to make them more marvellous, 
by Invention; if I ſhouid happen to ſink into a 
e farther Inſignificancy, let the ſimple 
Truth of what I have farther to fay, be my 
Excuſe for it. I am obliged, therefore, to 
make the Experiment, by ſhewing you the 
Conduct of our Theatrical Miniſtry in ſuch 
Lights, as on various Occaſions it appear'd in. 

Tho' Hi had more Induſtry, and Ap- 
plication, than any Actor I had ever known, 
yet we found it poſſible that thoſe neceſſary 
Qualities might ſometimes be ſo miſconduct— 
ed, as not only to make them © uſelets, but 
hurtful to our Common- wealth; for wie he 
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was impatient to be foremoſt, in every thing, 
he tre: 1 ſhock'd the honeſt Ambition of 
others, whote Meaſures might have been more 
ſerviceable, could his Tea louſy have given way 
to them. IIis own Regards tr himſelf, there- 
fore, were, to avoid a diſagrecable Diſpute 
with him, too often comp! lied with : But this 
leaving his Diligence, to his own Conduct, 
made us, in ſome Inſtances, pay dearly for it: 
For Example ; he would take as much, 
more Pains in forvr: ding to the Stage, the 
Water-gruel Work of ſome infipid Author, 
that happen'd rightly to make his Court to him, 
than he would. tor the beſt Play, wherein it 
was not his Fortune to be choſen for the beſt 
Character. So great was his Impatience to be 
employ'd, that I ſcarce remember, in twenty 
Years, abore one profitable Play, we could get 
to be reviv'd, wherein he found he was to 
make no conſiderable Figure, independent of 
him : But the Tempe/t having done Wonders 
formerly, he could not form any Pretenſions, 
to let it lie longer dormant : However, his 
Coldneſs to it was fo viſible, that he nook all 
Occations to poſtpone, and diſcourage its Pro- 
greſs, by freque: itly taking up the Morning- 
Stage v ith ſomet hing Z more to his Mind. Hav- 
ing been myſelf partic ularly folicitous for the 
reviving this Play, Degget (for this was before 
Beth came into the Management) * 
that the extraordinary Decorations, and Hab. 
ſhould be left to my Care, and Di rection, as 
the fitteſt Perſon, whoie Temper could joſile 
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through the petulant Oppo, that he knew 
Wit, would be always 0 ffering to it, becauſe 
he had but a middling Part in it, that of Fer- 
dei nand: Notwithſtanding which, ſo it hap- 
pen'd, that the Succeſs of it ſhew'd not to take 
from the Merit of Vilts) that it was potlibie 
to have good Audiences, without his extraor- 
dinary Aſſiſtance. In the firſt fix Days of act- 
ing it, we paid all our conſtant, and inciden- 
tal Expence, and ſhar'd each of us a hundred 
Pounds: The greateſt Profit that in fo little 
a Time had yet been known within my Me- 
mory ! But, alas! what was paltry Pelf, to 
Glory ? That was the darling Paſſion of ss 
Heart! and not to advance in it, was, to fo 
jealous an Ambition, a painful Retreat, a mere 
Shade to his Laurels and the common Benefit 
was but a poor Equivalent, to his want of par- 
ticular Applauſe! To conclude, not I'riice 
Lowrs of Baden, thonvh a Contederate General, 
with the Duke of Maribrough, was more in- 
conſolable, upon the memeradie Victory at 
Blenbeim, at which he was not preſent, than 
our Theatrical Hero was, to ſee any Action 
proſperous, that he was not himſelf at the 
Head of. If this then was an Infirmity in 
Wilks, why may not my ſhewing the {ame 
WW eaknefs | in ſo great a Man, mollify the Im- 
putation, and keep his Me: mory in Cqun- 
tenance. 

This laud.ble Appetite for Fame, In Wilks, 
was not, however, to be fed, w ahoutt that con- | 
ſcant Labour, which only himſc'f was able to | 
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come up to: He therefore betliought him ot 
the means, to leſſen the Fatigue, and at the 
fume tune, to heighten his Reputation; which 
was by giving up, now and then, a * to 
ſome raw Actor, who he was ſure would dit- 
grace it, and conſequentiy put the Audience 
in m ind of his ſuperior Performance: Among 
this Sort of Indulgences to young Actors, he 
happen d once to make a Miitake, that fct his 
Views in a clear Light. The beſt Criticks, I 
bel:eve, will allow, that in Shukeſpear's Mac- 
beth, there are in the Part of Macd:f two 
Scenes, the one of Terror, in the ſecond Act; 
and the other of Compaſſion, in the tourth, 
equal to any that dramatick Poctry has pro- 
duc'd: Theſe Scenes *, had acted with 
Succeſs, tho' far ſhort of that happicr Skill 
and Grace, which Menfort had formerly thewn, 
in them. Such a Part, however, one might 
imagine would be one of the lait, a good Actor 
would chuſe to part with: But J#i/ks was of 
a different Opinion ; for Macbeth was thrice as 
long, had more great Scenes of On; 2nd 
bore the Name of the Play: No be 

Second in any Play, was what he ai 4 not much 
care for, and had been ſeldom ud to: T his 
Part of "Mac duff, therefore, he had given to 
one Milliams, as yet no extraordinary, though 


a promiſing Actor, Miiliams, in the Simpli- 
city of his Heart, immediately told act, what 
4 Favour I#1/ks had done him, Burt th. as nc 


had Reaſon, thought His had here bs 
his Indulgence, and his Authority, - Tanks tuo 
11 h : far 
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fir; for as Both had no better a Part, in the 
ſame Play, than that of Banos, be found him- 
{elf roo much diſregarded, in letting ſo young 
an Actor take Place of him: Booth, therefore, 
who knew the Value of Mocduff, propoſed to 
do it himſc!t, and to give Pangus to 1/7 rams ; 
and to make him farther amends, >tt-r'a him 
any other of his Parts that he thought might 
be of Service to htm. Milllams was content 

nge, and thankful for the Pro- 
miſe. This Scheme, indeed, (had it taken 
Effect might have been an Eaſe to Wilks, 
and poſſibly no Diſadvantage to me Pl. y; but 
ſoftl7y—— That Was not quite what we had a 
Mind to! No ſooner then, cms this Propoſal 
to Milte, but off went the Maſque, and out 
came the Secret! For though Wks wanted to 
be cas'd of the Part, he did not deſire to be 
excelPd in it; and as he was not ſure but that 
might be the caſe, if Booth were to act it, he 
wiſely retracted his own Project. took Mac- 
d again to himſelf, and while he liv'd, ne- 
ver had a Thought of running the ſame Ha- 
zard, by any farther Offer to reſign it. 

Here, I confeſs, I am at a Loſs for a Fact 
in Hiſtory, to which this can be a Parallel 
To be weary of a Poſt, even to a real Defire 
of reſigning it; and yet to chuſe, rather to 
drudze on in it, than ſuffer it to be well ſup- 
plicd (though to ſhare in that Advantage) is 
a Delicacy of Ambition, that Machiavil him- 
ſelf has made no mention of: Or if in old 
Rome, the Jealouſv of any pretended Patriot, 
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equally inclin'd to abdicate his Office, may 
have come up to it; 'tis more than my read- 
ing remembers. 

As nothing can be more impertinent, than 
ſhewing too frequent a Fear, to be home 
ſo, I will, without farthcr Apo ogy, rather 
riſque that Impurati ion, than not tell! YOu and 
ther dtory, much to the ſame Pu: put E, and 
of no more Conſequence than my Laſt, To 
make you underſtand it, however, a little Pre- 
face will be neceſlury, 

It the Merit of an Actor (as it certainly 
does) conſiſts more in the Quality, than the 
Quantity of his Labour; the other Managers 
had no viſible Reaſon to think, this needleſs 
Ambition of Mills, in being ſo often, and 
ſometimes fo unneceſſarily employ'd, gave him 
any Title to a Superiority ; eſpecially when our 
Articles of Agreement, had allow'd us all to 
be equal. But what are narrow Contracts to 
great Souls with growing Deſires? /7 7/ks there- 
fore, who thought himſelf leſſen d, in appeal- 
ing to any Judgment, but his own, plainly 
diſcovered by his reftleſs Behaviour (th ough 
he did not care to ſpeak out) that he thought 
he had a Right to ſome higher Conſideration, 
for his Performance: This was often Becrh's 
Opinion, as well as my own, It muſt be farther 
obſerv'd, that he actually had a ſeparate Al- 
lowance ot Fifty Pounds a Year, for writing 
our daily Play-Bills. for the Printer : Which 
Province, to ſay the Truth, was the only ore 


we car'd to truſt to his particular Intendance 
Il h 2 Gr 
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or could find out for a Pretence to diſtinguiſh 
him. But, to ſpeak a plainer Truth, this Pen- 
ſten, which was no part of our original Agree- 
1 — — 
ug 
ment, o merely paid to keep him quiet, and 


not t! thought it due to ſo inſizni cant a 

Charge, nat a Prompter had for: exe- 
cuted. Iii: bring really the C luis fre- 
quent Complain: | ge to the 

Company, mew ſomemuig more, than diſa- | 
greeable to us: For we could not dizett the Im- | 
poſition of a Man's ſetting himſelf to work, 


and then bringing in his own Bill for it. Bocth, 
1 0 1 25 Ng 0 ga . 
tnerciore, Who Was lets Ealy, than was, to | 
ſee him io often ſett ng a Merit upon this Quan- | 


! 


( 
ir of his Labour, which neither could be our 
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t 

j „lt, or hi own to hey upon him; propoſed | 

ta me, that we might remove this pretended | 

Grievance, by reviving ſome Play, that might | 

be likely to live, and be eafily acted, without | 

:s having any Part in it. About this time, 
one ted Occation offer'd itſelf, to put our | 


et, im practice: What follow'd our At- 
tempt, will be all (if any thing be) worth Ob- 

| jervation, in my Story. ' 
In i725, we were call'd upon, in a manner, 
that could not be refitted, to revive the Pro- 
Pd life, a Comedy, which, while we found 
ir Account, in £ecpng the Stage clear of thoſe 
iof2 Libertics, it hud formerly, too juſtly been 
charged with, we had laid afide, for ſome 
cars. The Author, Sir John Yanhrugh, who 
w..z conſcious of what it had too much of, 
A C:079'd upop, to ſubſtitute a new-writ- 
dell 
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ten Scene in the Place of one, in the fourth 
Act where the Wantonnets of his Wit, and 
Humour, had (originally) made a Rake talk 
like a Rake, in the borrow'd Habit of a Cler- 
gyman: To avoid which Offence, he clapt 
the tame Debauchee, into the Undreſs of a 
Woman of Quality: Now the Character, and 
Profeſſion of a fine Lady, not being fo indeli— 
bly ſacred as that of a Churchman ; whatever 
Follies he expos'd, in the Petticoat, kept 
him, at leaſt, clear of his former Prophaneneſs, 
and were now innocently ridiculous to the 
Spectator, 

This Play being thus refitted for the Stage, 
was, as I have obſerved, call'd for, from 
Court, and by many of the Nobility, Nox, 
then, we though was 2 proper time to come 


. * * . * 0 . 
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to an Explanation wit Enn: ASCHrameiy, 
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when the Actors were ſummon'd to hear the 
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Plav read, and receive their Farts; addreſs' d 


myielf to Vils, bctore them ail, and told 
him, That as the Part of Can ant, which he 
ſcem'd to chuſe, was a Character of leſs Ac- 
tion, than he generally appear'd in, we thought 
this might be a good Occaſion to cate him- 
ſelf, by giving it to another. —Here hc look d 
grave. That the Love-Scenes of it were ra- 
ther ſerious, than gay, or humourous, and 
therefore might fit very well upon 8. — 
Down dropt his Brow, and furl'd were his 
Features. - That if we were never to reviie 
a tolerable Play without him, what would be- 
come of us, in cafe ot his Indiipoſidon;: 


Hah 3 Here 
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Here he pretended to ſtir the Fire. —That as 
he could have no farther Advantage, or Ad- 
vancement, in his Station, to hope for, his act- 
ing in this Play was but giving himſelf an un- 
profit. ble Trouble, which either B75, or I, 
deſired to impoſe upon him. —Softly.— Now | 
the Pill began to gripe him. — lo a Word, 
this provok! ing Civility plung'd him into a 
Pattion, which he was no long ger able to con- 
tain; out it came, with all the Equipage of 
unlimited Language, that on ſuch Occaſions 
his Diſpleaſure uſually ſet out with; but when 
his Reply was ſtript of thoſe Or naments, it 
was plainly this : That he look'd upon all I 
yl = laid, as a concerted Deſign, not only to 
alize our ſelves, by laying him aſide; but | 
1 . vance to draw him into the Diafrvonr | 
of the Nobility, by making it ſuppos'd his 
ow: Choice, that he did not a& in a Play fo | 
particularly aſk'd for; but we ſhould find, he 
could ftand upon his own Bottom, and it was 
not all our little caballing ſhould get our Ends 
of him: To which I anfwer'd with ſome 
Warmth, That he was miitaken in our Ends; 
for thoſe, Sir, ſaid 1, you have anſwer'd al- 
ready, by ſhewing the Company, you cannot 
bear to be leit out of any Play. Are not you {| 
every Day complaining of your being over- | 
labour'd? And now, upon our firſt offering 
To caſe you, you fly i into a Paſſion, and pre- 
tend to make that a greater Grievance, than 
| t'other: But, Sir, if your being In, or Out | 
ot the Plav, is a Hardihip, you "(hall impoſe 
I 
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it upon yourſelf : The Part is in vou Hand, 
and to us, it is a Mattcr of Indificrence now, 
wliether you take . or leave it. Upon this 
he threw down the Part upon the Table, 
croſs'd his Arms, and ſate kuocking his Heel, 
upon the Floor, as ſeeming to threaten molt, | 
when he ſaid leaſt ; but when no body perſua- 
ded him to take it up again, Beth, not chu- 
ling to puſh the matter too far, but rather to 
ſplit the Difference of our Diſpute, ſaid, That 
for his Part, he ſaw no ſuch great matter in 
acting everv Day ; for he believed it the whol- 
ſomeſt Exerciſe in the World; it Kept the Spi- 
rits in motion, and always gave him a good 
Stomach. Though this was, in a manner, 
giving up the Part to W7/ks, yet it did not al- 
low, he did us any Favour in receiving it. 
Here, I obſerved Mrs. Olaſield began to titter, 
behind her Fan : But Wilks being more in- | 
tent, upon What Boob had ſaid, reply'd, Every | 
one could beſt feel for himſelf, but he did | 
not pretend to the Strength of a Pack-horſe; 
therefore if Mrs. Cle would chuſe any bo- 
| dy elſe to play v ith "ly he ſhould be very 
| glad to be excus'd : This throwing the Nega- 
| tive upon Mrs. Claficld, was, indeed, a ſute 
| way to ſave himſelt : which I could not help | 
' taking notice of, by ſay ing, It was making but 

| an ill nnn to the Company, to ſup⸗- 
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poſe, there was but one Man in it, at to play 
an ordinary Part with her. Here NMirs. Ola- 
field got up, and turning me halt round to 
come forward, ſaid with her uſual Franknets, 
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Pooh ! you are all a Parcel of Fools, to make 
ſuch a Rout about noth'ng ! Rightly judging, 
that the Perſon, moſt out of humour, would 
not be more diſpleas'd at her calling us all, by 
the ſame Name. As ſhe knew too, the beſt 
way of ending the Debate, would be to hel 
the Wenk; ſhe ſaid, the L. :p'd Mr. Wilks 
would not fo far mind what had paſt, as to 
retuſe hi acting the Part, with her; for tho 
it might not be fo good, as he had been us'd 
to; yet, the believed, thoſe who had beſpoke 
the Play, would expect to have it done to 
the beſt Advantage ; and it would make but an 
od.! Story abroad, if it were known, there 
had been any Difficulty in that point among 
curfelves. To conclude, Wilks had the Part, 
and we had all we wanted; which was an 
Occation to let him ſce, that the Accident. 
Choice of one Manager's being more em- 
ploy'd than another, would never be allow'd 
a Pretence, for altcrinz our Indentures, or 
his having an extraordinary Conſideration 
tor it. 

However diſagrecable it miglit be, to have 
this untociable Temper daily to dcal with ; 
vet I cannot but fay, that from the ſame im- 
patient Spirit, that had fo oſten hurt us, we 
[till drew valuable Advantages: For as MA 
teem'd to have no Jov, in Life, beyond his 
being diltinguith'd on the Stage; we were not 
only ture of his alwavs doing his beſt, there, 
Muntclt; but of making others more careful, 
than without the Rod ot to iratcible a Tem- 

per 
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per over them, they would have been. And 
much queſtion, if a more temperate, or 
better Uſage of the hired Actors, could have 
fo effectually kept them to Order, Not 
even Betterton (as we have ſeen} with all his 
good Senſe, his great Fame, and Experience, 
could, by being only a quiet Example of In- | 
duſtry himſelf, fave his Company from fall- | 
ing, while neither Gentleneſs could govern, | 
or the Confideration of their common Intereſt 
reform them. Diligence, with much the in- 
ferior Skill, or Capacity, will beat the beſt 
negligent Company, that ever came upon a | 
Stage. But when a certain dreaming Idleneſs, 
or jolly Negligence of Rehearſals gets into a 
Body of the Ignorant, and Incapable (which 
before ils came into Drury lane, when 
Poel was at the Head of them, was the 
Caſe of that Company) then, I fay, a ſenſi- 
ble Spectator might have look'd upon the 
fallen Stage, as Portius in the Play of Cato, | 
does upon his ruin'd Country, and have la- 
mented it, in {ſomething neir ) the ſame Ex- 
clamation, i. 
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O ye immortal Bards ! 
| What Havocł do theſe Blockheads make among 
your Works ! 
| How are tl boaſted Labours of an Age, 
| Defac'd, and tortur d, by ungracicus Action? 


Of theſe wicked Doings, Dryden too com- 
plaigs in one of his Prologues, at that time, 
Where 


1 

| 
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where ſpeaking of ſuch lewd Actors, he cloſes 
a Couplet with the following Line, 0:2. 


And murder Plays, chich they unſcall Reviving, 


The great Share, therefore, that Vilis, by his 
exemplary Diligence, and Impatience of Neg- 
lect, in others, had in the Reformation of 
this Evil, ought in Jultice to be remembered 
and let my own Vanity here take Shame, to it- 
ſelf, when I confeis, That had I had halt his 
Application, I ſtill think 1 might have ſhewn 
myſelf twice the Actor, that in my higheſt 
State of Favour, I appear'd to be. But, it ! 
have any Excuſe for that Neglect (a Fault, 
which if I loved not Truth, I need not have 
mentioned) it is, that ſo much of my Attention 
was taken up in an inceflant Labour to guard 
againſt our private Animoſities, and preſerve a 
Harmony, in our Management, that I hope, 
and believe, it made ample Amends, for what- 
ever Omiſſion, my Auditors might ſometimes 
know it coſt me ſome pains to conceal, But 
Nature takes care to beſtow her Blefſings, with 
a more equal Hand than Fortune does, and is 
ſeldom known to heap too many upon one 
Man : One tolerable Talent, in an Individual, 
is enough to preſerve him, from being good for 
nothing; and, if that was not laid to my 
Charge, as an Actor, I have in this Light too, 

leſs to complain of, than to be thankful for. 
Before I conclude my Hiſtory, it may be ex- 
pected, I ſhould give ſome further View of 
theſe 
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theſe my laſt Cotemporaries of the Theatre, 
Wilks, and Bcath, in their different acting Ca- 
pacities, It I were to paint them in the Co- 
lours they laid upon one another, their Ta- 
lents would not be ſhewn with half the Com- 
mendation, I am inclined to beſtow upon them, 
when they are left to my own Opinion. But 
Peopt of the fame Profeſſion, are apt to fee 
themſelves in their own clear Glaſs of Parti- 
ality, and: look upon their Equals through a 
Miſt of Prejudice. It might be imagin'd too, 
from the difference of their natural Tempers, 
that ili ſhould have been more blind, to 
the Excellencies of Beth, than Booth was to 
thoſe of Mills; but it was not fo: Miles would 
ſometimes commend Broth to me ; but when 
Wilks excell'd, the other was filent : Bceth 
feem'd to think nothing valuable, that was 
not tragically Great, or Marvelious : Let that 
be as true, as it may; yet I have often thought, 
that from his having no Taſte of Humour 
himſelf, he might be too much inclin'd to de- 
preciate the Acting of it in others. The very 
ſlight Opinion, which in private Converſati- 
on with me, he had of Wilt;'s acting Sir 
Harry Wildair, was certainly more, than could 
be juſtified ; not only from the general Ap- 
plauſe that was againſt that Opinion (tho' 
Applauſe is not always infallible) but from 
the viſible Capacity which muſt be allow'd 
to an Actor, that could carry ſuch flight Ma- 
terials to ſuch a height of Approbation: For 
though the Character of Mielilair, ſcarce in 

any 
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any one Scene will ſtand againit a juſt Criti- 
ciſm; yet in the Whole, there are ſo many 
gay, and falſe Colours of the tine Gentleman, 
that nothing but a Vivacity in the Perform- 
ance, proportionavly extravagant, could have 
made them to happily glare, upon a common 
Audience. 

Wilks, from his firſt ſetting out, certainly 
form'd his manner of Acting, upon the Mo- 
del of Mznfort ; as Booth did his, on that of 
Betterton, But Huud pajſibus quis: I 
cannot ſay, either of them came up to their 
Original. i had not that caly regulated 
Behaviour, or the harmonious Fiocution of the 
One, nor Beat that Conſcious Aſpect ot In- 
telligence, nor requilite Variation of Voice, 
that made every Line the Other ſpoke ſcem 
his own, natural, ſelt-deliver'd Sentiment: Yet 
there is ſtill room for great Commendation 
of Both the firſt mentioned; which will not 
be fo much diminiſſid, in my having ſaid, 
they were only excell'd by ſuch Predeceffors, 
as it will be rais'd, in venturing to athrm, 
it will be a longer time, before any Succefſors 
will come near them. Thus one of the great- 
eſt Praiſes given to Virgil is, that no Succeſſor 
in I oetry came ſo ncar Him, as He hunſelf did 
to Homer. 

Though the Majority of Publick Auditors 
are but bad judges of Theatrical Action, and 
are often deceiv'd into their Approbation of 
what has no ſolid Pretence to it; yet, as 
there are no other appointed judges to appeal 

to, 


— — — — 


—ä z N= RG RG 4 + ——O——— 


4 
7 eb As by WAWVLH aft | 7 9 7. 77 / / „% 


5 g F 1 
# „ rare i# ieee „ "4 . 1 7 „ 


5 —— —— — —L—— IEnS 


. 6 


2 NA 


Oo = © 

- * „ 7 - 2 . - ” 

OMERVS ©, 20aro COWS? i RO LOTT) MOU FN LOVUA AC UA 4 
- * - 

225 0 Men. r Du har. Ward MI — an. e 
** . 2 . Nm 
eee eee e OY lacs 
A I. 7 , 1 2 Wan —_— 
WY $0 OP FENOPY ALSO 01% Boe OP, et Ab es ve 


3 


17 AAR 


* —_ 


— -— 


= 


ana [ 


ET ͤ— OOO — ——K——— — — — NN — — —— — ö 
* 
0 


= —— OO 


Coltrry CiBBt® R. 477 


to, and as every ſingle Spectator has a Right 
to be one of them, their Sentence will be deti 
nitive, and the Merit of an Actor mult, in fome 
degree, be weigh'd by it : By this Law then, 
Wilks was pronounced an Excellent Actor; 
which if the few true Judges did not allow him 
to be, they were at leaſt too candid to ſlight, 
or diſcourage him. Broth and he were Actors 


10 directly oppoſite in their Manner, that, if 


either of them could have borrowed a little of 
the other's Fault, they would Both have been 
improv'd by it: If , had ſometimes too 
violent a Vivacity; Bcth as often contented 
himſelf with too grave a Dignity : The Lat- 
ter ſeem d too much to heave up his Words, 
as the other to dart them to the Ear, with 
roo quick and ſharp a Vehemence : Thus 
Wilts, would too frequently break into the 
Time and Meaſure of the Harmony, by tor 
many ſpirited Accents, in one Line; and Boos, 
by too ſolemn a Regard to Harmony, would 
as often loſe the neceſſary Spirit of it: Sv 
that (as I have obſerv'd) could we have ſome- 
times rais'd the one, and funk the other, they 
had both been nearer to the mark. Yet thi: 
could not be always objieted to them: Then 
had their Intervais of unexceptionable Excel- 
lence, that more, than balanc'd their Errors. 
The Maſter-piece of Booth was Othello 
There, he was moſt in Character, and ſcein- 
ed not more to animate, or picaſe himſelt, 
in it, than his Spectators. *Tis true, he owed 
nis Lit, and higheſt Advancement, to hi- 
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acting Cato: But it was the Novelty, and 
critical Appearance of that Character, that 
chiefly ſwell'd tne Torrent of his Applauſe : 
For let the Sentiments of a declaiming Pa- 
triot have all the Sublimity, that Poetry can 
raiſe them to; let them be deliver'd too, with 
the utmoſt Grace, and Dignity of Elocution, 
that can recommend them to the Auditor: 
1 this is but one Light, wherein the Ex- 
ccllence of an Actor can ſhine : But in Othello 
we may tee him, in the Variety of Nature: 
There the Actor is carried through the diffe- 
rent Accidents of domeſtick Happineſs, and 


Miſery, occaſionally torn, and tortur'd by the 


moſt diſtracting P ſſion, that can raiſe Terror, 
or Compaſſion, in te Spectator. Such are the 
Characters that a Maſter Actor would delight 
in; and therefore in Othelio, I may ſafely aver, 
that Bocth ſhew'd himſelf thrice the Actor, that 
he could in Cato. And yet his Merit in acting 
Cato need not be diminiſh'd by this Compa- 
riſon 

Wilks often regretted, that in Tragedy, he 
had not the full, and ſtrong Voice of Booth 
to command, and grace his Periods with : 
But Bzoth us'd to fav, That if his Ear had 
been c nal to it, Nils had Voice enough to 
have ſhewn himſelt a much better Tragedian. 
ow thourh there might be ſome Truth in 
this; yet thee two Actors were of ſo mixt 
a Merit, that even in Tragedy, the Superi- 
ority was not always on the fame fide: In 
Sorrow, Tenderneſs, or Refignation, Wks 


plainly 
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plainly had the Advantage, and ſeem'd more 
pathetically to feel, look, and expreſs his Ca- 
lamity : But, in the more turbulent Tranſ- 
ports of the Heart, Bcoth again bore the Palm, 
and all Com petitors behind him. A Fact per- 
haps will ſet this Difference, in a clearer Light. 
I have formerly ſcen Mils act Otbells, and 
Beth the Earl of Eſex, in which they both 
miſcarricd : Neither the exclamatory Rage, 
or Jealouſy of the one, or the plaintive Dit- 
treſles of the other, were happily executed, 
or became either of them ; though in the 
contrary Characters, they were both excel- 
lent. 

When an Actor becomes, and naturally Looks 
the Character he ſtands in, I have often ob- 
ſerv'd it to have had as fortunate an Effect, and 
as much recommended him to the Approba- 
tion of the common Auditors, as the moſt cor- 
rect, or judicious Utterance of the Sentiments : 
This was ſtrongly viſible, in the favourable 
Reception Wilks met with in Hamlet, where I 
own the Half of what he ſpoke, was as pain- 
ful to my Ear, as every Line, that came from 
B-ttzrton was charming; and yet it is not im- 
poſſible, could they have come to a Poll, but 
Wilks might have had a M. jority of Admirers: : 
However, ſuch a Diviſion had been no Prof, 
that the Præeminence had not ſtill remain d in 
Betterten ; and if I ſhouid add, thar r , 
was behind Better im in Othelh, tt Huld ve 
faying no more, than Booth himſcit had Juds- 
ment, and £ -22dour « enough to know, and Ccon- 

tels, 
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fels. And it both he, and Hs, are allow'd. 


in the two above-mention'd Characters, a fe- 
cond Place, to ſo great a Malter, as Better? 
it will de a Rank of Praiſe, that the beſt Ac- 
tors, tive my Time, might have been proud 


601. 


* 


I am now come towards the K of that 
Time, through which our Affairs had long gone 
forward in a ſettled Courſe of Protperi:y. From 
the Vitible Errors of former Managements, we 
had, at lait, found the neceſſary Means to 
bring our private Laws, and Orders, into the 
general Obſervance, and Approbation of our 
docicty: Diligence, and Neglect, were under 
an equal Eye ; the one never fail'd of its Re- 
ward, and the other, by being very rare!y ex- 
caſed, was lets fre: quently committed. You are 
now to conſider us in our height of Favour, and 
{2 much in faſhion, with the politer part of the 
Town, that our Houſe, every Saturday, ſcem'd 
to be the appointed Aſſembly of the Firſt La- 
dies of Quality: Of this too, the common 
Spectators were fo well appriz'd, that for twen- 
cy Years ſucceſſively, on that Day, we ſcarce 

ver fail'd of a crowded Audience ; for which 
Hccaſion we particularly referv'd our belt Plays, 
Fed in the beſt Manner we could give them. 
Among our many neceſſary Reformations ; 


what not a little preſerv'd to us the Regard of 


Auditors, was the Decency of our clear 
tage; from whence we had now, for many 
Years, ſhzut out thoſe idle Gentleme h 
1 cars, Aut out thole idle Gentlemen, who 

umd mate delighted to be pretty Objects 
chem- 
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themſelves, than capable of any Pleaſure, from 
the Play: Who took their daily Stands, where 
they might beſt elbow the Actor, and come in 
for their Share of the Auditor's Attention, In 
many a labour'd Scene of the warmeit Humour, 
and of the molt affecting Paſſions, have I ſeen 
the beſt Actors diſconcerted, while theſe buz- 
zing Muſcatos have been fluttering round their 
Eyes, and Ears. How was it poſſible an Ac- 
tor, ſo einburraſo d, ſhould keep his Impatience, 
from entering into that different Temper whic! 
his perſonated Character might require him to 
be Maſter of. 

Future Actors may perhaps with I would 
ſet this Grievance in a ſtronger Light ; and, 
to lay the Truth, where Auditors arc ill-bred, 
it cannot well be expected, that Actors ſhould 
be polite, Let me therefore ſhew, how far 
an Artiſt in any Science is apt to be hurt by 
any ſort of Inattention to his Performance. 

While the famous Cz elle, at Rome, Was 
playing ſome mulical Compoſition of his own, 
to a ſelect Company in the private Apartment 
of his Patron-Cardinal, he obſerved, in the 
height of his Harmony, his Eminence was en- 
gaging, in a Gdetach'd Converſation; upon 
which he ſuddenly ſtopt thort, and gently laid 
down his Inſtrument: The Cardinal, ſurpriz'd 
at the unexpected Ceſſation, aſk d him, it a 
String was brolze? to which, Core, in an 
honeit Conicience of what was due to his Mu- 
ſick, reply'd, No, Sir, I was only afraid J in- 
terrupted Buſine!s, Lit: Eminence, who knew 

11 that 
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that a Genius could never ſhew itſelf to Ad- 
v.ntaze, where it had not its proper Regards, 
took this Reproof in good Part, and broke off 
h's Converſation, to hear the whole Concerto 
play'd over again. 

Another Story will let us ſee, what Effect a 
miſtaken Offence of this kind had upon the 
French Theatre ; which was told me by a Gen- 
tleman of the long Robe, then at Paris, and 
who was himſelf the innocent Author of it. 
At the Tragedy of Zaire; while the celebrated 
Mademoitclle G %u was delivering a Soliloquy, 
this Gentleman was ſciz'd with a ſudden Fit 
of Coughing, which gave the Actreſs ſome 
Surprize, and Interruption ; and his Fit in- 
creaſing, ſhe was forced to ſtand filent fo long, 
that it drew the Eyes of the uneaſy Audience 
upon him; when a French Gentleman leaning 
forward to him, afk'd him, If this Actreſs had 
given him any particular Offence, that he took 
o publick an Occaſion to refent it? The Eng- 
Gentleman, in the utmoſt Surprize, aſſured 
him, So far from it, that he was a particular 
Admirer of her Performance ; that his Malady 
was his real Mtsfortune, and it he apprehend- 
ed any Return ot it, he would rather quit his 
Seat, than diſoblige either the Actreſs, or the 
Audience. 

This publick Decency in their Theatre, I 
have myſelf ſeen carried fo tir, that a Gentle- 
man in their /*co9rd Loge, or Middle-Gallery, 
being obſcry'} to fit forward himſelt, while a 
Lady fate behlul him, a Mud Number of 

Voices 
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Voices call'd out to him, from the Pit. Pe 
la Dame ! Place la Dame When the Perſon 
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ing of the Clamour, or poffibly being ſome 
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Noiſe was continued for ſcveral Minutes; nor 
Fer on th« 9 
were tne Actors, though ready on the 8 
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(1fter'd to begin the Plzv, till this unbred Per- 


ſon was laugh'd out of 1:is Seat, and had placed 
tne Lady before him. 

Whether this Politeneſs, obſerv'd at Plays, 
may be owing to their Clime, their Complex: n, 
| t, is of no great Conie- 
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I hive been the more copious upon this 
|| . - 1 * * 1 © 1 A y * 
Head, that it might be juda'd, how much 1t 
* 1 I ; | : | 4 1. ae 

ſtood us upon, to nave got rid ot thole unpro- 
per SPECLATOTS, g 

- . « 3 , 1 , GD. Ir 

whatever Kegur we might draw by keeping 

them at a Diſtance, tron our Stage, I had ob- 

J 


te 
I have bern ſpeaking ot: For 
ſerved, while they were admitted bebind our 
Scenes, we but two often ſhew'd them the 
wrong Side of our Tapett d that many a 
tolerable Actor das the leis valued, When it 
was known, what ordinary Stuff he was made 
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Among the many more diſagreeable Diſtreſ- 
ſes, that are almoſt unavoidable, in the Go- 
vernment of the Theatre, thoſe we (o often 
net with from the Perſecution of bad Authors, 
were what we could. never intirely get rid of. 
But let us ſtate both our Caſes, and then fee, 
where the Juſtice of the Complaint lies. ITis 
true, when an ingenious Indigent had taken, 
perhaps, a whole Summer's Pains, invita Mi- 
nerd, to heap up a Pile of Poetry, into the 
Likencts of a Play, and found, at laſt, the gay 
Promite of his Winter's Support, was rejected, 
and abortive, a Man almoſt ought to be a 
Poet himicli, to be juſtly ſenfible. of his Di- 
ftrets ! Then, indeed, great Allowances ought 
to be made for the ſevere Reflections, he might 
naturally throw upon thoſe pragmatical Ac- 
tors, who had no Senſe or Taſte of good Wri- 


ting. And vet, if his Relief was only to be 
had, by his impoſing a bad Play upon a good 
Set of Actors, methinks the Charity that firſt 


* 


looks at home, has as good an Excuſe for its 
Coldncis, as the unhappy Object of it had a 
Flea for his being reliev'd, at their Expence. 
But immediate Want was not always confeſs'd 
their Motive for Writing; Fame, Honour, and 
Parnaſſian Glory had ſometimes taken a ro- 
mantick Turn in their Heads ; and then they 
gave themiclves the Air of talking to us, in 

her Strain— Gentlemen were not to be 
ſo treated! the Stage was like to be. finely 
d, when Actors pretended to be Judges 
of Authors, Cc. But, dear Gentlemen! if they 
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were good Actors, why not? How ſhould they 
have been able to act. or rite to ny Excel- 
lence, if you ſuppoſed them not to feel, or 
underſtand what you offered them? Would 
you have reduc'd them, to the meer Iimickry 
of Parrots, and Monkies, tat Can * E 
and Play a great many pretty tricks, wut 
Reflection? Or how are you 4 e, vour Fr i 
the infallible Judge, to whom you read ur 
fine Piece, might be ſincere in the Pra 
gave it? Or, indeed, might not you 1 
choug gaht the beſt Judge a bad one, if he had 
diſliked it? Conſider too, how poſſible it might 
be, that a Man of Senſc would not care to 
tell you a Truth, he was ſure you wou!d not 
believe! And, if neither Dryden, C 
Steele, Addiſon, nor Fargular, (if you plcaſc) 
ever made any Complaint of their Incapacity 
to judge, why is the World to believe the 
Slights you have met with from th em, are 
cither undeſerved, or particular: indeed in- 
deed, I am not conſcious that we ever did 
you, or any of your Fraternity the leaſt In- 
ſultice! Vet this was not all we had to fliag- 


gle with; to ſuperſede our Right of reid. 


9 


the Recommendation, or rather Impolitio of 
tome great Perſons (whom it was not Prudence 


to diſoblige) ſometimes caine in, with a hig 
Hand, to ſupport their Pretenſions; and then, 
cout que cout, ated it muſt be! So wie the 
ſhort Life of this wonderful Nothing was over, 
the Actors were, perhaps, abus'd m a Prelace, 
for obſtructing the Succeſs of it, and the 
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Town publickly damn'd us, for our 77ivate 
Cent. 

cannot part with theſe fne Gentlemen 
Authors, without mentioning a idiculous Di, 
accia, that beicl one of them, mony Years 


2-0: This folemn Bard, who, like Bavs, on- 
ly writ for Fame, and Reputation; or the ſe- 
cond Day's publics Triumph of his Muſe, 


marching in a ſtatciy full-bottom'd Ferriwig 
into the Lobby of the Houle, with a Lady 

Condition in his Hand, when raifing his Voic 
to the Sir Fopling Sound. that became the M: uth 
of a Min f Or, ity, and calling out— Hey ! 
Box-keeper, wher e is my Lady ſach-a-cae's 
Servant, was unfortu nately anſwer'd, by honeſt 
Jahn Tritt. (which then ha; m—_ 4 to be the 
Box- keeper's real Name) Sir, we have diſ- 
miſ-'d, there was not Compan; ” enough to pay 
Candles. In which mortal Aſtoniſhment, it 
may be ſufficient to leave him. And yet had 
the Actors refus'd this Play, what Reſentment 
might have been thought too ſcvere for them? 
Thus was our Adminiſtration often cen- 
fured for Accidents, which were not in our 
Power to prevent: A poſhble Ca! in the 
wilelt Governments. If therefore — Plays 
have been Pre! terr'd to the Stage, that were 
never fit to have been ſeen there, let this be 
dur beſt Excuſe for it. And yet, if the Me- 
„it of our rejecting the many bad Plays, that 
rreſs'd hard pon us, were weigh'd a gainſt 
th e few, = at were thus impoſed upon us, our 
C onduct, i general, might have more Amend- 
ments 
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/ 
ments of the Stage to boaſt of, than Errors to 
anſwer for. But it is now time to drop the 
Curtain. 

During our four laſt Years, there happen'd 
ſo very little unlike what has been faid be- 
fore, that I ſhall conclude, with barcly men- 
tioning thoſe unavoidable Accidents, that drew 
on our Diſſolution. The firſt, that ſor ſome 
Years had led the way to greater, was the 
continued il State of Health, that wg fs 
Booth incapable of appearing on the Stage. The 
next was the Death of Mrs. Ol. i” which 
happen'd on the 23d of Ocher, 1730. About 
the ſame Time too Mrs, Porter. then in 
her higheſt Reputation for Tragedy, was loſt 
to us, by the Misfortune of a diſlocated Limb, 
from. the overturning of a Chaiſe. And our 
laſt ſtroke was the Death of Ii, in Sep- 
tember, in the Year following, 1731. 

Notwithſtanding ſuch irreparable Loſſes; 
whether, when cheſe favourite Actors were 
no more to be had, their Succeſſors miglit 
not be better born with, than they could pot- 
ſibly have hop'd, while the former were in 
being; or that the gencrality of Spectators, 
from their want of Taſte, were caſier to be 
pleas'd, than the few who knew better : Or 
that at worſt, our Actors were til! preterabie 
to any other Company, of the ſeveral, then 
(ubſifling : Or to whatever Cauſe it mi ht be 
imputed, our Audiences were far leſs abated, 
than our Apprehenſions had ſuggeſted. $0 
that, though it began to grow late in Life 
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with me; having till Health, and Strength 
e wugh, to have been as uſeful on the Stage, 


as ever, I was under no vifible Neceffity of 


quitting it: But ſo it happen'd, hat our ſur- 
viving Fraternity having got ſome chimerical, 
and as I thought, unjuſt Notions into their 
leads, which though I knew they were 
without much ' Difficulty to be ſurmounted ; 
| choſe not, at my time of Day, to enter in- 
ty new Contentions ; and, as I found an In- 
(ination in ſome of them, to purchaſe the 
whole Power of the Patent into their own 
Hands; I did my beſt, while I ſtaid with them, 
to make it worth their while to come up to 
my Price ; and then patiently fold out my 
Share, to the firſt Bidder, wiſhing the Crew, 
J had left in the Veſſel, a good Voyage. 

What Commotions the Stage fell into, the 
Year following, or from what Provocations, 
the greateſt Part of the Actors revolted, and 
ſer up for themſclves, in the little Houſe, in 
the Hay- Market, lies not within the Promiſe 
of my Title Page to relate : Or as it might 
ſet ſome Perſons living, in a Light, they poſ- 
ſibly might not chuſe to be ſeen in, I will 


rather be thankful, for the involuntary Fa- 


vour they have done me, than trouble the 
Publick, with private Complaints of fancied, 
or rea! Injuries, 
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THE 
RISE and PROGRESS 


OFTHE 


Engliſh THEATRE, 


FROM 


Its earlieſt Beginning, to the Death of 
King CHARLES the Firſt. 


Extratled from the Preface to the Collection ot 
Old Plays, in 12 vols. 


fe ADS EFORE I procced to my princi- 
RE 6 pal Deſign, it may not be unenter- 
Ig taining to the Reader juſt to take a 
UE. View of the great Similarity that 
appears in the Riſe and Progreſs of the modern 

Stage, 
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Stage, in all the principal Countries 
[talian of Europe. The Ttalian is perhaps 
Theatre. the carlieſt of the modern Theatres ; 

nay, they pretend it was never in- 
tirely ſilent from the Imperial Times. But 
tho' there might be ſome inſipid Buffoonerics 
performed by idle People ſtrolling about from 
Town to Town, and acting in open and pub- 
lick Places to the Mob they gather'd round 


them; yet they had no Poetry till the Time of 


the Provenca';, nor any Thing like a Theatre, 
till they began to exhibit the My/ferres of Re- 
ligien. And theſe, as is affirmed by Ocflavio 
Pancirolli, in his Teſors Naſcaſto di Roma, be- 
gun but with the Eitabliſlunent of the Frater- 
nity del Gonfal:ze in the Year 1264: From 
the Statutes of which Company he quotes the 


the following Paragraph, * The principal 

Deſign of our Fraternity, being to repreſent 
c 
the 


®* Bouche, in his Hiſtory of Provence, ſays, the Proven; al 
Poet degan to b* eteemed throughout Eurepe in the twelfth Cen- 
tu , and were at the Heigt t of their Credit about the middle of 
the ,ourteenth.”T heir Poetry confilted of paſtoral Songs, Sonnets, 
Ser . ent d Ter ſore, ie. Satites and Love-Diſputes. And in 


tie Lit of their Poets are foind Perſons of the firft Dignity. In 


1 perr Frederick tue Firſt, and our King Richard, 
firnamec Cour de L on This Poetry receiv'd its fatal Stroke in 
the Dera of Feanrthe Firſt, Queen of Naples, and Counteſs of 
P ; for neither Lewis the Firſt, her adopted Son, nor 
/ cond. Lis Succefior, ſhew d any Regard to it. Le 
75 "Ut le Commencement ceile dey [taliems ; for anl 
l Dune were rather Rhimers than Pocts: He and 
FF „rte lux wrnyes Fontainrs de la Porſie Itailienne ; 


Fete d * a! 2 þ {4s pier en leurs faurces gan. la Poa: if Prow: nale. 
PAsQU1IEK RICAM. 605. 
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* the Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt; we ordain, that 
* when the Mlyſteries of the ſaid Paſſion are 
* repreſented, our antient Orders be ever ob- 
ſerv d; together with what ſhall be preſcrib'd 
by the general Congregation.” But Creſem- 


bini, in his Hiſtory of Poetry, favs, the firſt. 


Piece of this Nature was written by Francs 
Beliari on the Story of Abraham and Iſaac; 
and acted at Firence, in the Church of Sz. 
Mary Magdaien, about 1449: And that about 
the ſame time, or ſoon after, the Hiſtory of 
Chr:i/t's Paſſion was firlt repreſented in the C. 
liſeum at Rime. Theſe two Accounts I will 
leave to be adjuſted by the Criticks. 

The Hani Theatre boaſts great 
Antiquity ; but it is difficult to fix Spanfh 
its precite Ara. Their firſt theatri- Theatre. 
cal Pieces were {mall Farces of one 
Act, call'd Entermiſes, or Jordanas, which 
they perform'd in Thorough-Fares, or the 
moſt publick Places of the Towns. The Ac- 
tion of the Piece turn'd upon ſome Subject of 


ridiculous and low Lite; which being heighten'd 


with Strokes of Wit and Satire, and perform'd 
with antic Geſtures, made an Entertainment 
not much unlike the Latin Mimes, To theſe 
ſucceeded what they call'd the Autos Sacra- 
mentales ; being indeed Myſteries, but more 
artificial than thoſe of the reſt of Europe, which 
were ſimple Repreſentations, while theſe were 
always allegorical. There are prodigious Num- 
bers of them in ain, but thoſe of Calderon 
are reckon'd the beſt. 
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The French pretend to draw the 
French Original of their Drama from the 
Theatre Proevencal Poets in the thirteenth 
Century. I ſuppoſe becauſe one 
Nutz, who died in the Year 1220, is men- 
tion' d by Noallradamis As d good Actor. This 
Man by going about to the Houfes of the No- 
bility, finging, dancing, and making Faces, 
gain'd not only @ good Livelihood, but much 
\pplauſe. He had, they tell us, the Art of 
ſpeaking either in a Man's or Woman's Key, 
and by changing his Accent, Geſture, and 
Countcnanc at picaſure, could himſelf perſo- 
nate two Actors. Theſe kinds of extempore 
Farce, or Dialogues, continued till they were 
diſplaced by the Exhibition of the Myſteries. 
The firſt, of which we have any Account, 
was the Myſtery of the Paſſion, repreſented at 
St. Maur's in 1:98. But the French Theatre, 
tho' it got as early rid of theſe Barbarities 
as any other, yet continued long very rude and 
imperfect, and deſtitute of all good Comedy 
'till the Time of Corneille and Maliere; the 
former born in 1605, the latter in 1621. 
The Dutch Theatre had its Ori- 
Dutch ginal from what they call in that 
Theatre, Country Reden Rychkers Kameran, 
that is, Companies or Societies of 
Rhetoriciins and Poets, not unlike the Aca- 
demies in Italy. The Members of theſe So- 
cictie were the Wits of the Place, who, when 
env once was married, buried, prefer'd to an 
Office, Sc. were applied to for Epithalami- 
unis, 
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ums Elegies, or Panegyrick, They alto com- 
poſed theatrical Pieces, which they acted in 
the Society Room; from whence theſe old 
Rieces are call'd Society Plays, as thoſe of /7aly 
were call'd Academy Plays. Sometimes the 
R-den Rychkers, or Pocts of one Village, went 
to perform their Pieces at Fair-times in ano- 
ther; which, in its turn, gave the firſt its 
Revenge. Sometimes again, the Poets of one 
Village diſputed the Prize of Wit with the 
Pocts of another, in extempore Pieces. Theſe 
kinds of Entertainments, if they can be pro- 
periy call'd theatrical, are ſaid to be as old as 
the Provinces themſelves: But the moiſt eminent 
Piece of their more reform'd Theatre, is, 
De Speigel der Minne, the Mirror of Love; 
written by Colin Van Ryſſele, and printed at 
Haerlem in 1561. The Dutch, like all other 
Theatres in their State of Ignorance, had a 
great Paſſion for the Marvellous. In one ot 
their old Tragedies a Princeſs has her Lover's 
Head before her on a Plate : To this ine fits 
down and addreſſes herſelf, and receives as per- 
tinent Anſwers as if it had becr itil upon his 
Shoulders. But the Dutch Theatre is now more 
refin'd, and theſe Extravagances are ſeldom 
repreſented but on ſome State-holiday, to pleaſe 
the common People. 
The Germans deduce the firſt Riſe 
of their Theatre from the anticat Germas 
Bards, who uſed to ſing the Elogies Ticaret. 
of their Heroes; and I believe with 
juit as much Truth as the Freut do theirs 
trom 
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from the Provencals, To theſe Bards, they 
tell us, ſucceeded their Maſter Sanger, that is, 
Maſter Singers ; who form'd themſelves into 
Societies in all the principal Cities of Germany. 
One of theſe merry Societies is actually ſublut- 
ing at S'raſburg to this Dax, compoſed « of 
Shoemakers, Taviors, Weavers, Millers, &c. 
who enjoy certain Privileges, which they pre- 
tend were granted them by Otho the Great and 
1 CE Firſt : But nei: her di d theſe at- 
tempt any thing dramatick ti Matter the fifteenth 
Century. About the middle of the lixtcenth, 
a Shoemaker at Nuremburgi, named Haan- 
ſacks, compoſed many dramatick Pieces, both 


facred and profanc. Among the firit are 


Adam and Eve, Jaco) and Efau, Efther, To- 
bias, Job, Judit, the Prodigal Son, anc | others ; 
amongſt the latter arc, Foca/ta, Charcn, Gri- 


ſelda, the Judgment 5f Paris, and many others. 


And this Shoemaker is now in as much Ho- 
nour amongſt them tor his Auferies in Poetry, 
as Jacob Bebman, another of the ſame Craft, 
tor his Myfterres in Divinity, But all theſe 
were very rude imperfect Pieces ; nor did the 
German Theatre arrive to any tolerabl:: Per- 
fection till after the Year 1626, when a Com- 
pany of Dutch Players went to Hambourg, and, 
by exhibiting ſome Pieces of a more perfect 
kind, led them to a better Taſte. It is not 
forty Years ſince the Myſtery of the Paſſion 
was exhibited at Vienna. It conſiſted of five 
Acts, and repreſented in order the Terreſtrial 
Paradiſe, the Creation of Alam and Eve, their 

Fall, 


— — 


—— — ä—ĩͤůA L—ñ 


—— 


— — 


| 
Aal 


WI 


| 


cſi My ed 


— 


aaa 


_ ——— - — 


ij 
RE 


it 
[ 


— 15 N 


—— ——  —— 


— 


"| 1 
IA 


IIA 30 


CC — — 


—U—U— — x  - OY — — — —— — ↄã UU _ 


5 8 
, 


of the Engliſh Tuz:T2r. 495 


Fall, the Death of A, 27-/:s in the Deſart, 
the Travels of 7% ph, Mary, and the Child 
Jeſus into Egypt. Teſts was repreſented by a 
full grown Lad; but to fhew that he was a 
Child, they ſed him on the Stage with Spoon- 
Meat, Then you faw him diſputing with the 
Doctors in the Zeile, his Prayer in the Gar- 
den, his Sciz ing, his Pafhon, his Death on the 
Crots, and his Burial, which cloſed the Re- 
preſentat' on. Thus all the modern Theatres 
in Europe began with Singing, Dancing, and 
extem ere Dialogues or Farces ; from thence 
they proceeded to the Myſteries of Religion, 
and till the fixteenth Century none of them 
attempted to exhibit either Tragedy or Co- 
medy. 
I come now more particulary to 

conſider the Riſe and Progreſs of the Exgliſb 
Engzl:/> Stage, which was the prin- Theatre. 
cipal Deſign of this Preface. It 

is generally, I believe, imagined, that the 
Engliſh Stage roſe later than the reſt of its 
Neighbours. Thoſe in this Opinion will, per- 
haps, wonder to be told of "Theatrical Enter- 
tainments almoſt as early as the Conquelt ; 
and yet nothing is more certain, if you will 
believe an honeſt Monk, one Willam Ste- 
phanides, or Fitz-Stephen, in his D-fcr:#t:9 
Nobiliſſimꝶe Civitatis Londani, who wriues 
thus; + © Lond, inſtead of common Inter- 
ludes 


* R : EL n A 2 * * - 2 
Londoni pro ſpectaculis theatralibs, pro ludis ſcenici 


= » * =_ — - . : . 1 % 4% . 1 - * . 
ludos habent ſanctiomte, reprelentetiones miraculoram, Que lanci; 


- — 


—— — 


—— —— — 


——— —_— — — — —— 


496 The Rist and Progrtss 


« ludes belonging to the Theatre, hath Plays 
„ of a more holy Subject; Repretentations 
of thoſe Miracles winch the holy Contet- 
* ſors wrought, or of the Sufterings wherein 


ce the glorious Conttancy of the Martyrs did 


* appear,” This Author was a Monk of 


Canterbury, who wrote in the Reign of [Terry 
II. and died in that of Rict ar d . 1191: 
And as he does nut mention thete Repreten- 
tations as Novelties to the People, {tor he is 
deſcribing all the common Divertions in uſe 
at that time) we can hardly fix them lower 
than the Conqueſt. Aud this I believe is an 
earlier Date than any other Nation of ['urepe 
can produce for their T heatrical Repreſenta- 
tions. About 149 Years aſter this, in the 
Reign of Edward III. it was ordained by Act 
of Parliament, that a Company of Men called 
Vagrants, who had made Natquerades thro' 
the whole City, ſhould be whipt out of Lan- 
don, becauſe they repreſented ſcandalous Things 
in the little Alchoutes, and other Places where 


the Populace aſſembled. What the Nature of 


theſe ſcandalous Things were, we arc not told; 
whether lewd and obicenc, or unpious and 
profane: But I ſhould rather think the former, 
for the Word Maſquerades has an ill Sound, 
and, I believe they were no better in their In- 
fancy than at preſent. "Tis true, the NH e 


confeſſores operati ſunt, ſeu repreſentation x 
claruit conit.ntia martyrum. Ihe whole i acc is pretervy d att 
ne, and 15 very Curious 
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and drew the common People 10 
much from their Putinch, that it was deemed 
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many iewd Diſorders. However, as bad as 


they were, they ſeem to be the true original 
Comecitans of England; and their Excellence 
altogether conſiſted. vs that of their Succe!- 
ſors does in part ſtill, in Minickry and Ilu- 
Diour. 
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In an Act o arhament made the 4th 


Year of IJ, ry IV. Mention is made ar cert: 11 
WWaſters, Master- Rim: , Min fte, and other 
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Van bonds, who infeſted the Land of Halt; 
And it is erated, that ns Maſter-Rimour, Min- 
fret or ether Fo end. he in any a: fc 110 ind 
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Gotherings upn the Penple there. What thelc 
Maler-Rimmumrs were, which were fo troub'e- 
ſome in Vt in particular, I cannot tell; pol- 
ly they miaht be the degenerate Deſcei dant 
of the antient Bards. It is alſo difficult to de- 
termine what is meant by their making Com- 
icht. The Word ſignifics, in Welch, any 
Dihrict, or Part of a Hundred or Cantred, 
| bout one Halt of it, that IS, 50 


43 11 1 % % X - + * ! * » i | 1 * A 
Villages; and micht poſſibly be made ute 0 
* 


by theſe Maſter -Rimours when they had fix'd 
upon a Place to act in, and gave Intimation 
therenf for ten or twelve Miles round, which 
1 4 Circuit that I believe will take in about 50 
Villages. And that this wa commonly done, 
appears from Carco $ Survey of Cornwall, which 
was wrote in Queen Eu: abeth's Time. Speak- 
ing of the Diverſions of the People, The 
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theſe Grary=Moracle's were exhibited in C. 
wall ; but, by the manner of it, the Cuſtom 
ſcems to be very antient. 
The Year 1355 is the carlieſt Dite I can 


wo 35 TOY ih. . —— FPS. ' — 
find, in which expreſs mention is made of the 


Repreſentation of Myitcrics in England, In 
this Year the Scholars of Paul's Scl. pre- 
ſented a Petition to Rs II. praying his 
Majeſty © to protubr toine un xpert People 
« from preſenting the Hittory of the Old 
e Teſtament, to the great Prejudice of the 
& ſaid Cleray, who hae been at great Ex- 
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ſaid to have-play'd Interludes at , Val, 
. 


July 18, 19, and zoth. And again | 
the tenth Year of IIury IV. they acted 
Clerkenwell (which took its Name from thi 
Cuſtom of the Parith-Clerks acting Plays there) 
for eight Days facceſively, a Pl 
the Creation of the World, at which were pre- 
ſent moſt of the Nobility and Gentry of the 
Kingdom. Theſe Inſtances are ſuricient to 
prove that we had the Myſteries here very early, 
tho' perhaps not ſo ſoon as ſome of our Neigh- 
bours. How long they continued to be exhi- 
bited amongſt us, cannot be exactly determined. 
This Period one might call the dead Sleep 

the Muſes. And when this was over, th: 
did not preſently awake, but, 
Morning Dream, produced the 


followed. However, theſe jnnabled Ideas had 
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ſome Shadow of Meaning. The Myſteries only 
repreſented, in a ſenſcleis manner, ſome mi- 
raculous Hiſtory from the Old or New Teſta- 
ment: But in theſe Moralities ſomething of 
Deſign appear'd, a Fable and a Moral; ſome- 
thing allo of Poctry, the Virtues, Vices, and 
other Aﬀections of the Mind being frequently 
perſonified *, But the Moralites were alſo very 
often concerned wholly in religious Matters, 
For Religion then was every one's Concern, 
and it was no Wonder if each Party employed 
all Arts to promote it. Had they been in Uſe 
now, they would doubtleſs have turned as 
much upon Politicks. Thus, the New Cuſ- 
tem, which I have choſen as a Specimen of 
this kind of writing, was certainly intended 
to promote the Reformation, when it was re- 
vived in the Reign of Queen Eligabetb. And 
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in the more early Days of the Reformation, 
it was ſo common for the Partizans of the old 
Doctrines, (and perhaps alſo of the new) t. 
defend and illuſtrate their Tenets this gs 
that in the 24th Year of II VIII. in an 
Act of Parliament made for the promo! ny 
true Religion, I find a Clauſe reſtraining © 
Rimors or Players from ſinging in Son 125, or 
playing in Interludes, any thing that ſho uld 
contradict the eſtabliſh'd Do&rines. It wa 
alſo cuſtomary at this time to act theſe me or 
and religious Drama's in private Houſes, for 
the Edification and Improvement, as well as 
the, Diverlion of well-diſpotcd E . And 
for this Purpoſe the Appearance of the“ Per- 
ſons of the Drama was ſo diſpoſed, as that 
five or fix Actors might repreſent twenty Per- 
ſonages. 

What has been ſaid of the Myſteries and 
Moralitics, it is hop'd will be ſufficient juſt to 
ſhew the Reader what the Nature of them wa 
I ſhould have been glad to be more particular ; 
but where Materials are not to be had, the 
Building muſt be deficient. And, to ſay the 
Truth, a more particular Knowledge of thele 
Things, any farther than as it ſerves to thew the 
Turn and Genius of our Anceſtors, an the 
progreſſive Refinement of our Languag Was 
to little worth preſerving, that the Loſs of it 13 
ſcarce to be regretted, I procced therefore 
with my Subject. The Mule might now be 
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{4ig to be inſt awake when {he be gan to trifle 
in the old Interludes, and aim'd at lomething 
118C W it ; and Humour, yu * theſe 4 Job 
Heytesad the Epigramnutiſt undoubteg!: claims 
the earlieſt if n t the —— Place. He 
was ſeſter to King Henry VIII. but liv'd till 
ttc Beginning of Queen Eltzaheth's Reign. 
Grammer Girtcn's Needle, which is generally 
tied our frit Cor zedy, and not undeſerved- 
Iv. E ſoon after the Interludes: It is 
indecd altogether of a Comic Caſt, and wants 
not Humour, tho' of a low and fordid Kind. 
And now Dramatick Writers, A * 10 
called, began to appear and turn th Talents 
to the Stage. [701 * / REF Son. of Sir 
William Parker i. rf to have wrote ſeveral 
Tr.gedies and C omedies in the Re ign of H. nry 
VIII. and one Jon Hecker, in 1525, wrote a 
Comedy called P:/catcr, or the Fer caught, 
Nr. Richard Edwards, who was born in 1523, 
any in the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth 
Nelen was made one of the Gentlemen of her 
NLicſtv's Chapel, and Maſter of the ( hildre 


there, being both an excelle Vu Wo N a 

g d Poet, wrote two Comedies, called one Pe- 
e HON and Aren in hich a Cr ' of Hound In 
nting was fo well imitated. of 


6+444ks ce Au 18K Were cxtremelv deli. Zhted: 


The 


A K q oo . ! - 1 * 4 E 
41 * 14 Win ere 08 , PriterluCce ere, may 
be guet nue fpreler d of them in this 
* 15 . nt ( 
” " * 7 * 
8 [i bw $4 34 7 wa 13 44.0] — * 
* — 
„ — — 2” — TT — 
5 


11 $4++4444++ 


* 
Mme 


511 


Ow Wn 71555 


444+ 


wry 


N 32255 


| 
" 
4 


5 


. 


" ZR 


| 
\ 1 1 il | {nh 


UL e N 


1b 14.44 
1 44+ 
— —— A444 £45 bk 1 44.44 4444448 


. 


—_ 


| 


* 


— — —— —— 


— — —— - 


— — — — — — —b — — Wc  — 


— — — ——ͤ——“ — 


— 


— — — — — 


— — — —— 


Tor | " TT 


— — ——————— ꝓ — 


— — — 


* 


© Ty 


82 


At 


rw — — 22 — — — 


e 


2 „„ 444 „ 


Hale 


1 | RE 90 


— 


OOO OOO ene een 


f 10 


11 0% i ih» | , " at 
1 je | 
Wn 


— . — — —— ——_ — - — <_—_ - 


90 


n 


ik 6 
6 ji 
: 


O11 


4 Ho 


LAH e 
/ 


. 
er Of 


— 
4 


: LIONEL [ule of Doraet. 


* 
* 


2 
7 L, 7 


4 


* 


OO WO MO. 


LORD . 


* 
. 


* 


Nr 
AA 


HURST 


- 
- 


wh 7 


NI 


PUCh 
AA 


Hl 
Ora 


nnn 


——— 4cut 


7 Hee! 


l 3 y 
+44c S444 44 44 4444444 
: : 1 : 


OFORD 
Of ne 2 2 


PAROV of 


8 N 
| OY. 
E= II 
— > wt. 
DJ 9 
= 3 
S=JSJ TE 
ay 
4 * RJ 7 
— RY | 
I % 
/ >. a EO 8 
w—_ N 2 
IN T. 
= 8 
=I & S 
<= =. by 
18 I 
e 


— 2 — — 


| GL [/ | #d: eee. 


V 


7 


- 
— — — —— 
— — 
— — —— 2 


of the Engliſh Turataz, 0 


% 
A 3 
The 2 _ Damen and Pithias, the #59 
faithfulleft Friends in the Hi This laſt 1 


1. ve inc. ted After hi, IN Came ,? 175 as Seti 
Lord Puck 11 u, and 7, 1”? * A 11 7, tl: 


V IC 
Writers of G rboduc. the firit Dramatick Piece 
of any Conſidera tion in the Legi, Language. 
Of the ſe and fome others, hear the ſadement 


of Puttenham, in his Art of Py:try. wrote 
= Reign * _ E rad th. <1 think 
: he, that for Tra: edy tl Aue of Þ 

170 , and Mutter E. * 5 for ſuch 
Doings as I have ſeen of theirs, * de ſerve 
* the higheſt Price: The Earl of Ovar, and 
* Maiſter Edwards of her XIueity's Chappel 

# 1 5 
for Comedy and Interlude. And in ano- 
ther Place he ſays, —** But the principal Man 
* in this Profeſſion (of Poctry) at the fame 
« time, (vis, Edward VI.) was Maiftcr Ed. 
« ward Ferrers, a _ ox no lets Mirth and 
«© Felicity than W417 cd, but of much 
„ more Skill and Mae: rnifticence in his Metre 


LIL, 


« and therefore wrote for the moſt part + the 
«© Stage in Tragedy, and ſometinies in Comedy 
. Interlude; wherein he gave the King 15 
% much good Recrcation, as he had thereby 


© many good Rewards.” Of this Ear 


Ferrers, ſo conſiderable a W iter. Ia 
no Remains, nor even the $4 if 
he wrote, Alter theſ 1 5 uf 7 / 7 
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Debt tor a new Engli/h 

hom, Eupbucs and lis Eng- 
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that Language. All our 

n his Scholars, and that 

id not parle Euphy- 


E706 1 * 2 
ezarded, as ſhe witich now 


1 us extrordinary 
5 for its Wit, fo fiſhionable 
F/tzSabith, ail which is 


21. 4 Change 


+ M. B ho puuilned £x of bis Plays in the Year 
* 
”. A fel weences fr am K., Wil Five a I aft of the manner 
a * 
must every Ithngle be three lines; the firt be- 
| mente th, the third corcludeth it a li- 
| ee Virtues ; Aﬀetion. which draweth 
, WiC encrea'eth the Hope ; Conſtancy, 
| * V-1tlout any of theſe Rules there 
9 2 5 WITHOUT at V 01 theſe * IITUCS, NE Love, 
| in the Flav without Smoke, 
Without zmell, nor Love in the Breaft 
tower of Courteſy, the Picture 
\ 4 3 nur, berg fomewhat fairer, 
: ' Rancth Diana, being as chaſte, 
hut the more Beauty ſhe hath, the 
\ e. thc more Prec ſencts. Tne 
K 45:2 4 Mut F217, Tt Dove tor none but 
l i n a Table but rand; 
. © For 2< there ie but one 
© Phæœrix 
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is an unnatural affected Jargon, in which the 
perpetual Cie of Metaphors, Alluſions, Alle- 
gories, and Analogies, is to paſs for Wit; and 
tiff Bombalt tor Language. And with this 
Nonſenſe the Court of Queen Elizabeth (whotec 
times aftorded better Models for Stile and Com- 
poſition, than almoſt any fince) became miſer- 
ably infected, and greatly helped to let in all 
the vile Pedantry ot Language in the following 
Reign. So much Milchief the moſt ridicu- 
lous Inſtrument may do, when he propofcs to 
improve upon the Simplicity of Nature, 

Though irageay and Comedy began now 
to lift up their Heads, yet they could do no 
more for tome time than bluſter and quibble ; 
and how imperiect they were in all Dramatick 
Art, appears trom an excellent Criticiſm of Sir 
Philip S:dney *, on the Writers of that Time. 


Yet 


„% Phoanix in the World, fo there is but ore Tree in Arabia 


« where ſhe buildeth; and as there is but one Ci//a to be 
« heard of, ſo there is but one Ce/ar that ſhe will like ct.” 


His Plays are of the ſame Strain, as may 
prelerv d. 

* Our Tragedies and Comedies, ſays he, obſerve Rules n6:- 
ther of honeſt Civility, nor ſkilful Poetry. Here you ſhall have 
Ajia of the one Side, and 4/4 of the other, and ſo many 
other under Kingdoms, that the Player when he comes in, mult 
ever begin wit telling where he 1s, or elſe the Tale will not be 
conceived, Now you ſhall. have three Ladies walk to gather 


. 
: * 182 . \ $*" 4 
LL * 10 w 44 * chat 1 ra — 


Flowers, and then we mult believe the tage to be a Garden. 


By and by we hear News ot a Shipwreck in the fame Place, 


then we are to blame it we accept it not for a Rock. Upon 
the back of that comes out a hideous Monſtcr with Fire and 
Smoke, and then the miſerable Peholders are bound to take it 
for a Cave : While in the mean time two Armies ſiie in, repre- 
ſented with four Swords and Bucklers, ard then hat hard Heart 

W :41 
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Yet they ſcem to have had a Diſpoſition to d. 
better had they known how, as appears by thc 
ſeveral Efforts they uſed to lick the Lump into 
a Shape: For tome of their Pieces they adorned 
with dumb Sheus, ſome with Choruſes, and 
tome they introduced and explained by an In- 
ter locutor. Let imperſect as they were, we 
had made a far better Progreſs at this Time 
than our Newhbours the Fuch: The Hallans 
indecd, by early Tranflations of the old Dra- 
matick Vvriters, had arrived to greater Perfec- 
ton, but we were at leaſt upon a F ooting with 


. =" - 
* 
$ i 4 & .* 99 8 F + 7 1 #4.» 
141 FF e TE 1 14 1447 Hl 
# 


But now, as it were, all at once (as it hap- 
rened in France, thouzh in a much later Pe- 
110d) the true Drama received Birth and Per- 
tet ion trom the creative Cicnius of Shakeſpear, 
Fietcner, and ſabnſan, whoſe ſeveral Charac- 
ters are 10 well known, that it would be ſuper- 
1yuous to ſay any more of them. 

Having thus traced the Dramatick Muſe 
thro' all her Characters and Transformations, 
till the had acquired a reaſonable Figure, let us 


of the Stage and the Actors. The firſt Com- 
pany of Players we have any Account of in 
Hiſtory, 
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Hiſtory, are the Children of Pas in 1378, 
mentioned Fetgre in Page 499. About twelve 
Mears afterwards the Pariſli Clerks of London 
ae laid to have acted the Myſteries at Skin 
ners Tell, Which of theſe two Companies 
may have been the earlicit, is not certain; 
but as the Children ot Paul's are firſt men- 
tioned, we mutt in Juſtice give the Priority 
to them. It is certain, the Myſteries and 
Moralitics were acted by theſe two Societies 
many Years betore any other regular Compa- 
nies appeared, And the Children of Paul's 
continued to act long after Tragedies and 
Comedies came in vogue, even till the Year 
1618, when a Comedy called Jack Drum's 
Enterteinment was acted by them. I believe 
the next Company regularly eſtabliſhed was, 
the Children of The Royal Chapel, in the Begin- 
ning of Queen Eligabet! Reign, the Di- 


rection of which was given to Mr. Richard 
Eduards before mentioned: And ſome few 
Years afterwards, as the Subjects of the Stage 
became more gay and ludicrous, a Company 
was formed under the Denomination of 
The Chiliren F the Revels, The Children 
of the. Chapel and of the Revels became very 
ſamous, and all Liilie's Plays, and many of 
Shakeſpear's, Jabnſen's, and others, were firſt 
ated by them. Nay, ſo great was tkewr 
Vogue and Eſtimation, that the common 
Players, as may be gathered from a Scene in 
Hamlet, grew jealous of them. However, 
they terved as an excellent Nuricry tor the 

Theatres, 
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heatres, many who afterwards became ap- 
proved Actors being educated among them. 

It is ſurprizing to conſider What a Number 
of Play houſes were ſupported in Landen about 
this Time. From the Year 1570 to the Year 
1629, when the Playhouſe in ite Friers 
was finiſh'd, no leſs than 17 Playhouſes had 
been built. The Names of moſt of them I 
have collected from the Title Pages of old 
Plays *. And as the Theatres were ſo nu- 
merous, the Companies of Players were in 
Proportion. Belides the Children of the Cha- 
pel, and of the Revels, we are told that 
Queen Eiigabetb, at ihe Requeſt of Sir Fran- 
cis Huhn bam, citablith'd in handſome Sa- 
laries twelve of the principal Players of that 
Time, who went under the Name of her Ma- 
iefty's Comedians and Servants. But exclu- 
five of theic, many + Noblemen retain'd 

Companies 
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ed not only 


ut publickly 


under their Licenſe and Protection. Agrecable 
to this is the Account which S/ gives us— 


«c 


cc 


ce 


Players in former Times, lays he, were 
Retaincrs to Noblemen, and none had the 
Privilege to act Plays but ſuch. So in 
Queen Elizabeth's Time, many of the No- 
bility had Servants and Retaincrs who were 
Playcrs, and went about getting their Live- 
lihood that Way. The Lord Admiral had 
Players, fo had Lord Strange, that play'd 
in the City of Lenden. And it was uſual 
on any Gentleman's Complaint of them 
for indecent Reflections in their Plays, to 
have put thein down. Thus once the Lord 
Treaturer ſignify d to the Lord Mayor to 
have theſe Players of Lord Admiral and 
Lord Strange prohibited, at leatt for {ome 
Time, becaule one Mr. T:/zcy had for 
ſore Reaſons ditlik'd them. Whercupon 
the Mayor ſent for both Companies, and 
gave them ſtrict Charge to forbear playing 
till farther Orders. The Ind  Adnmural's 
Players obey'd ; but the Lord Srarnge's in 
a contemptuous Manner went to the CG 
Keys, and play'd that Afternoon. Upon 
which the Mayor. committed two of them 
to the Compter, and prohibited all playing 
for the future, till the Treaſurer's Pleaſure 
was farther known. This was in 


1 


15 
And in another Part of his Survey of Lund 
{peaking ct the Stage, he ſavs, This which 
: — ww ” 
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„% as once a Recreation, and us'd therefore 
* now and then occaſic ally, aſtet ward by 
« Abuſe became 2 Trade an Calling, and 
«fo remains to this Dav. In thoſe former 
« Days, ingenious Tradeſmen, and Gentlc- 
e men's Servants, would ſometimes gather a 
«© Company of themſclves, and learn Inter- 
* ludes to expoſe Vice, or to repreſent the 
ce noble Actions of our Anceſlors. Theſe 
„ they play'd at Feſtivals, in private Houſes, 
« at Weddings or other Entertainments. But 
* in Proceſs of Time it became an Occupa- 
* tion; and theſe Plays heing commonly 
© acted on * Sundays and Feitival:, the Chur- 
* ches were forſaken, and the Playhouſes 
* throng' d. Great Inns were us'd for this 
* Purpoſe, which had ſecret Chambers and 
© Places, as well as open Stages and Galle- 
„ ries, Here Maids and good Citizens Chil- 
“ dren were inveigled and allur'd to private 
and unmeet Contracts; here were publickly 
© utter'd popular and ſeditious Matters, un- 
* chaſte, uncomely and unſhamctac'd Speeches, 
and many other Enormitics. The Con- 
% fideration of theſe Things occation'd in 
* 1574, Sir James Hates being Mavor, an 
Act of Common Councel, wherein it was 
* ordain'd, that no Play fhou!d be openly 
** acted within the Liberty of the City, 
* wherein ſhould be utter'd any Words, Ex- 
* amples, 

The Cuſtom of acting on Sun lay poil.bl; tonk rife from 
the Exhibition of the M-fierics on tha „ whica was partly 
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amples, or Doings of any Unchaſtity, Se- 
dition, or ſuch like unfit and uncomely 
Matter, under the Penalty of five Pounds, 
and fourteen Days Impriſonment. That no 
Play ſhould be acted till firſt perus'd and 
allow'd by the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen ; with many other Reſtrictions 
Yet it was provided that this Act ſhould 
not extend to Plays ſhow'd in private 
Houſes, the Lodgings of a Nobleman, Citi- 
zen, or Gentleman, fur the Celebration of any 
Marriage, or other Feſtivity, and where 
no Collection ct Money was made from the 
Auditors, But theſe Orders were not fo 
well obſerv'd as they ſhould be; the lewd 
Matters ot Plays encreas'd, and they were 
thought dangerous to Religion, the State, 
Honeſty of Manners, and aifo for Infection 
in the Time of Sickneſs. Wherefore they 
were atierwards for tome Time totally ſup- 
prets'd., But upon Application to the 
Queen and the Councel they were again. 
tolcrated, under the following Reſtriction 


SS a4» » 


That no Plays be acted on *undaeys at all, 
nor on any other Holidays: after Evening 
Prayer. That no playing be in the Dark, 
nor continue any ſuch Time, but as any ct 
the Auditors may return to their Dwelling: 
in London before Sunſet, or at leaſt before 
it be dark. That the Queen's Players on 
be tolerated, and of them their Number 
and certain Names to be natify'd in the 
Lord Treaturcr's Letters to the Lord 
pm PI os 
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«© Mayor, and to the Juſtices of Middleſiæ 
* and Surry, And thoſe her. Players not to 
% divide themſelves in ſeveral Companies. 
„ And that for breaking any of theſe Orders, 
© their Toleration ccate. But all theſe Pre- 
ſcriptions were not ſutſicient to keep them 
* within due Bounds, but their Plavs, to abu- 


** five oftentimes of Virtue, or particular Per- 

e ſons, gave great Offence, and occationed 
* 

* many Diſturbances ; W hence tic were now 

ce 


and then ſtop'd and prohibited.” 4 hope ti21s 
long Quotation from See will be excus'd, as 
it ſerves not only to prove ſeveral Facts, but to 
ſhow the Cuſtoms of the Stage at that Lime, 
and the cariy Depravity of it. But that the 
Plays not only of that Age, but long betore, 
were ſometimes Perional Satires, apyears from 
a Manuſcript Letter which J have ſcen from 
Sir Jahn Ilallies to the Lord Chancellor Bus- 
leigb, found amongit foie Papers belonging 
to the Houſe of Commons, in which the 
Knight accuſes his Lordihip of having faid 
ſevcral diſhonourable Things of him and his 
Family, particularly that his Grandiather, who 
had then been dead teventy Years, was a Man 
ſo remarkably covetous, that the common 
Players repreſented him betore the Cuurt with 
great Applaule. 

Thus we ſce the Stage no ſooner began to 
talk, than it grew ſcurrilous: And its firſt 
Marks of Senſe, were ſcen in Ribaldry and La- 
{civiouſneſs. This eccahhon'd much Offence ; 
the Zeal gf the Pulpit, and the Gravity of the 
City 
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City equally concurred to condemn it, Many 
Pamphlets were wrote on both Sides. Stephen 
Geofſon, in the Year 579, publiſhed a Book, 
entitul'd, The School of Abuſe, or a pleaſant 
Invective again Poets, Pipers, Players, 
Teſters, and ſuch like Caterpillars of the Com- 
mon wealth : dedicated to Sir Philip Sydney. 
He alſo wrote, Plays coated in fine Aftions : 
proving that they are not to be ſuffer'd in a 
Chriſtian Commonwealth: dedicated to Sir 
Francis Walſinzham. The Detendants in this 
Controverſy were Jonas Lodge, who wrote 
an told Play, call'd, A Loc&:ng-o/aſs for Lon- 
don and England, and that voluminous Dra- 
matick Writer Thomas Heywood, 

But to proceed: The Stage ſoon after reco- 
ver'd its Credit, and roſe to a higher Pitch 
than ever. In 1603, the firſt Year of King 
James's Reign, a Licenſe was granted under 
the Privy Seal to Shakeſpear, Fletcher, Bur- 
bage, Hemmings, Cindel, and others, autho- 
rizing them to act Plays not only at their uſual 
Houſe, the Globe on the Barkfde, but in any 
other Part of the Kingdom, during his Ma- 
jeſty's Pleaſure. And now, as there liv'd 
together at this time many eminent Players, it 
may not be amiſs juſt to ſet down what we 
can collect, which will be but very little, of 
the moſt conſiderable of them, with regard to 
their Talents and Abilitie:. And firſt, Who 
* is of more Report, ſays the Author of the 
* Return from Parnaſſus, than D:ck Burbage 
e and Vill Kempe ? He is not counted a Gen- 
. * tleman 
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e tleman that knows not Dick Burbage and 
Hu K-mpe : There's not a Country Wench 
* that can dance Sellenger's Round, but can 
* talk of Dick Burbage and Will Kempe.” 
Burbage was the Betterton, and Kempe the 
Nekes of that Age. Brurbage was the ori- 
ginal Rricherd the Third, and greatly diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf in that Character: Kempe was 
inimitable in the Part of a Clown. * He 
* ſucceeded Tarſeton (ſays Heyweed) as well 
ein the Favour of her Majeſty Queen Eliga- 
Heth, as in the Opinion and good Thoughts 
of the general Audience.” And Tarleton, 
ſays Sir Richard Baker in his Chronicle, for 
the Part of a Clown, never had his Match, 
nor ever will have, The Epitaph of Burbage 
is preſerv d in Cambden's Remains, and is only 
Ex1iT BuxBaGE. The Epitaph of Tarleton is 
preſerv d by the fame Hiſtorian as follows: 


Hic /itus eſt, cuius Vox, Fultus, Alis poſſit 


Ex Hraclito reddere Democritum. 


The next I ſhall mention is Edward Allen, 
the Founder of Dutzich Heſpital ; as famous 
Er his Honeſty, favs Baker, as for his Acting; 
and two fuch Actors as he and Burvage, no 
Ape muſt ever look to ſce again. He's a 
Man, fays Heywood in his Prologue to the 
Foro of Malta, 


When 
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Whom we may rank with (doing no mire 
Wrong) 

Proteus for Shapes, and Roſcius for a 
Tongue, 


Hear alſo Pen Jhnſin, whoſe Praiſe is of 
more Weight, as it never was lightly be- 


ſtow'd: 


If Rome ſo great, and in Fer wiſeſt Axe, 

Fear d not to boaſt the Gleries of ber Stage, 

As ſrifful Roſcius; and grave Atop, Adm, 

Zet erown'd with Honours as with Riches, 
then, 

Who had no leſs a Trumbet of their Name 

Than Cicero, whoſe very Breath was Fame + 

How can ſo great Example die in me, 

That, Allen, 1 fhowld pauſe to publiſh thee ? 

Who both their Graces in thyſelf haſt more 

Outſtript, than they did all that went before; 

And preſent Worth in all doft fo contra, 

As others ſpeak, but only thor doſt act. 

Wear this Renown : 'Tis juſt that wha did 
give 


So many Poets Life, by one ſhould live. 


Thomas Green was famous for performing 
the Part of a Clown with great Propriety aud 
Humour; and from his excellent Performance 
of the Character of Bubble, in a Comedy writ- 
ten by Mr, John Coke, the Author call'd it 
after his Name, Green's Tu qugue. There 

Li, „ was 
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* was not an Actor, fays Heywood, of his 
Nature, in his time, of better Ability i in his 
1 Performance, more applauded by the Au- 
* dience, of greater Grace at Court, or of 
© more general Love in the City.“ 

I lemmings and Condel were two conſiderable 
Actors in moſt of Shakeſpear's, Johnſon's, and 
Hletcher's Plays; the firſt in Tragedy, the laſt 
in Comedy | But they are better known for 
being the firſt Editors of Shakeſjcar's Works 
in Folio, in the Year 1023, frven Yeu after 
his Death, 

Lowin, Taylar, and Benfield are mentioned 
by Mafſinger as famous Actors. In a Satire 
againſt Ben Johnſon are theſe two Lines: 


Let Lowin ceaſe, and Taylor ſcorn to touch, 
The leathed Stage, for thou haſt made it ſuch. 


Loecein, tho” ſomething later than Burbage, 
is faid to have been the firſt Actor of Hamlet, 
and alſo the original Henry the Eighth ; from 


an Obſervation of whoſe acting it in his later 


Days, Sir William Davenant convey'd his In- 
ſtruction to Mr Betterton. 

And now the Theatre ſeems to have been 
at its Height ot Glory and Reputation. Drama- 
tick Authors abounded, and every Year pro- 
duc'd a Number of new Plays: Nay, fo 
great was the Paſſion at this time for Shew or 
Repreſentation, that it was the Faſhion for the 
Nobility to celebrate their Weddings, Birth- 
Days, and other Occaſions of Rejoicings, with 

VIaſques 


A — — H—U | 


| 


- — —2 7 — 


| — ——— l —— — | — — — — 
* — 2 — — - — * —_ - — — -— —— —ͤ —ũw—— E—  —— 


| 


— — — 


——— ʒ ꝰꝙ X22 ß, 


g - 
* 4 * 
— — — — — —— — — — — — —— —— — — — —᷑ — — Zö— . . — —— ES — — — — — 
—— — F— —ů— — — —p — a 
—— - = - — = — — —U— — <> oY * 1 


8 5 + 
8 
5 to 55 
SS 
* tte 


„ 


7 2 — 
: ' = = 
= — — — — 
= - — 
4 — ͤ—— - 
: ———————— 


: 
* 


CL 


* 


9 wy 
e BY Ty 


o 


. 
Wh 


— — —  -—— 4 


— — 


LH g. 6 x 
PHIIIPfT NASSINGER C. 


— —— — — 


> —  —— — — CO Oo —— 


—  - 


— — —— 


[1 


r 

/ atm. 7 ＋ Hr 
55 4 Met? "4 „ 

. - 


) 2 2 - 


- INIGO 


TAIT as dah * Aw, 


9 * # ” - = 
PE 7 t 


Jo NE S o fe Ae Hoes „ 
) a 
—— Poor 776. T, up, 757 
F 


. 

7 . 4 # 
7 99 4 
Fern 


, 


F 


133 7 7 i * * 1 17 4 45 1. g 
LIEBE WBowdelle e 1 h eee Lo t, 


— — ODS : =» — OOO OO  — WE — — — — 


, 


n 


F TP . 
. 24 1 


Mn Wa 


| — —— —— — — — —— —— - — — — — — — — - 


VI gf 

"4 + - "> 4) 

7 — 77 Wan, rn 4 
27 * a . Mannen 222 4 


PLAT 
— oof yo 
n 


” 
. 


Fu of "*o * 
- 


F bebr 


. 


HHROPSHIRE. 


d 
NIN 


* 
Carli (how ; 
as he 


= 


- 
= 


Gro th 


ASTLE;, / 


* 


5 
Am 


4 
hang 


* 


MS 
fora "& 2 


. 


n 

# 

Nit itt 
17 

ane 


G the le men vanity; 
r 


4 
A 


dow, he 


e IPO! 


ri 


ese 
een 
NN 


2 
1D not mon, 


7 
* 


$644 * 
Nate 
ese 


enen 
inn 
eien 
Nette 
iin 
TY . 


27 Ui 


5 ' 
TITTTY tte 
intens nnen ++; 


Th but 


Of him, 4 
/4 


T 


All Alefk 6 


LUDLOW C 


— wo—__— > = 


— — ̃ —¼—́— ——_— > DS —  — —— — - — => ̃ꝓ — — — — - — - — — —ͤ— 


— —— — 


FF 


—— — 


1 
« 
, 1 
F : 
, 
: : 
. 
x 
: 
/ 
: 
: ; 
: 
, 
: 
: . 
1 
o 
* 


| —  — 
— — — — —ͤ—ñÿw— —— — — dĩVd)eU — — .ṕ·:L“ — — — 
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Maſques and Interludes, which were exhibited 
with ſurpriſing Expence ; that great Archite& 
Irgo Jones being frequently employ'd to fur- 
niſh Decorations with all the Magnificence of 
his Invention, The King and his Lords, the 
Queen and her Ladies, frequently perform'd 
in theſe Maſques at Court, and all the Nobi- 
lity in their own private Houſes : In ſhort, no 
publick Entertainment was thought complete 
without them ; and to this Humour it is we 
owe, and perhaps 'tis all we owe it, the in- 
imitable Maſque at Ludlogo Cale. For the 
fame univerſal Eagerneſs after Theatrical Di- 
verſions continued during the whole Reign of 
King James, and great Part of Charles the 
Firſt, till Puritaniſm, which had now gatker'd 
great Strength, more openly oppos'd them as 
wicked and diabolical. It we may judge of 
this Spirit from Prynne's famous Hiftrio-maſtix, 
or Players Scourge, it appears to have been a 
Zeal much without Knowledge. This was 2 
heavy Load of dull Abuſe, publiſh'd in 1633, 


againſt Plays, Players, and all who favour'd 


them, by William Prynne, Eſq; a Barriſter of 
Lincoln's-Inn. The beſt way the Parties con- 
cern'd thought of, in Anſwer to this Work, 
was to publith all the beſt old Plavs that could 
then be found ; ſo that many that had never 


yet ſeen the Light, were now brought forth : 


have obſerv'd "myſelf more than Fifty that 
were printed this Year. In ſhort, the Patrons 
of the Stage for ſome ſhort time prevail'd ; 
Prynne's Book was deem'd an infamous Libe! 
L1 3 both 
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boch againſt the Church and State, againſt the 
Peers, Prelates, and Magiſtrates; and parti- 
cularly againſt the King and Queen, where he 
ſays, that Princes dancing in their own Per- 
fons, was the Cauſe of their untimely Ends : 
That cur Engliſh Ladies, Porn and frizzled 
Madams, had left their Modejly : That Plays 
were the chie f Delight of the Devil, and all 
that frequented them were damn'd. As he 
knew the King and Queen frequented them 
daily, this was thought to reflect on their Ma- 
jeſties. To all Muſick he has an utter Antipa- 
thy, but Church - muſick in particular, which 
ke calls the Bl ating of brute Beaſts; and fays, 
the Ghorifters bellow the Tenor as if they were 
Oxen, bark a Counter-point like a Kennel of 
Hounds, roar a Treble as if they were Bulls, 
and grunt out à Baſe like a Parcel of Hogs. 
For theſe and many other Paſſages, it was or- 
der'd to be burnt by the Hands of the com- 
mon Hangman : And his Sentence was, to be 
put from the Bar, excluded the Society of Lin- 
coln's-Inn, and degraded by the Univerſity of 
Oxforg, to ſtand in the Pillory at Wellminjter 
and in Cheap/ide, to loſe an Ear at each Place, 
and ſtand with a Paper on his Head, declaring 
his Offence to be the publiſhing an infamous 
Libel againſt both their Majeſties, and the 
Government; to be fin'd 5000 J. and ſuffer 
perpetual Impriſonment. This Sentence was 
executed on him with great Rigour. But 
Puritaniſm, from a thouſand concurrent Cauſes 
every Day gathering Strength, in a little time 
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519 
overturn'd the Conſtitution ; and, amongſt 
their many Reformations this was one, the total 
Suppreſſion of all Plays and Play-houſes. 

Thus I have brought down this imperfect 
Eſſay on the Riſe and Progreſs of the Engl 
Stage, to the Period which I at firſt intended : 
To purſve it farther, and take it up again at 
the Refloration, when a new * Patent was 
granted to i Wilam Davenant, would be 
needleſs ; becanſe from that time the Affairs 
of the Stage are tolerably well known, If 
what I have done ſhall give anv Satisfaction to 
the Curious, it is more than I have dared to 
promiſe myſelf, from my own tenſe (f its 
great Imperfection; but I hope it will be con- 
ſider d, what flender Maite: „ er the ig- 
norance of thoſe Times, or the Injury of fol- 
lowing, have afforded us. I am, as it were, 
the firſt Adventurer on theſe Diſcoveries, and 
it is not reaſonable to expect more Perfection 
than is commonly found in the firſt Attempts 
of this Nature. All that I can ſay is, that I 
have thrown together a Number of curious 
Circumſtances on the Subject, that the Reader 
would ſeek for with great Trouble elſewhere, 


LI 4 And 


* ]t may not be amiſs to take Notice of a Clauſe in this Patent, 
which ſays, That whereas the Women's Parts in Plays have 
«+ hitherto been acted by Men in the Habits of Vomen. at Which 
++ ſome have taken Offence, we do permit and give Leave, for 
** the time to come, that all Women's Fart: be acted by Wo- 
« men.” And fram this time omen began to appear upon the 
Stage. 
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And if the Novelty of them ſhould excite the 
Curioſity ot any Perſon ot greater Abilities, bet- 
ter Health, or more Leiſure, to make a ſtricter 
Enquiry into this Matter, he would certainly 
oblige me, and perhaps the Publick. It is 
enough for me that I have led the Way, and 
been the firſt, however imperfect Diſco- 


verer. 


- — —— ——— — —— — 


A 
DIALOGUE 


Old PLAYS and Old PLAYERS. 


Leveuit, Trueman. 


Lovewtt. 


F ONEST old Cavalier! well met, 
faith I'm glad to ſee thee. 

n Truem, Have a care what you 
call me; Old is a Word of Diſgrace 
among the Ladies; to be honeſt is to be poor 
and fooliſh, (as ſome think ;) and Cavalier 1s 
a Word as much out of Faſhion as any of 


em. 


Loveto. 


———— — — p — — ——— — 
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Lovew, The more's the Pity » but what 
ſaid the Fortune-teller in Ben Tobnſon's 17:14: of 
Gries, to the then Lord Privy Scal ? 


Hone/t and Old ! 
In thoſe the goed Part of a Fortune is told. 


Truem. Ben Jobnſon] how dare you name 
Ben Tohnſon in theſe Times, when we have 
ſuch a Croud of Poets of a quite different Ge- 
nius ; the leaſt of which thinks himſelf as well 
able to correct Ben Jabnſon, as he could a 
Country School-Miſtreſs that taught to ſpell ? 

Lovew. We have, indeed, Pocts of a diffe- 
rent Genius; ſo are the Plays: but in my 
Opinion, they are all of em (ſome few ex- 
cepted) as much inferior to thoſe of frmer 
Times, as the Actors now in being (generally 
ſpeaking) are, compared to Hart, Mobun, Burt, 
Lacy, Chun, and Shatterel ; for I can reach no 
farther backward. 

Truem, I can; and dare aſſure you, if my 
Fancy and Memory are nor partial, (for Men 
of my Age are apt to be over-indulgent to the 
Thoughts of their youthful Days) I fay, the 
Actors that I have ſeen before the Wars, Lotein, 
Taylor, Pollard, and ſome others, were almoſt 
as far beyond Hart and his Company, as thoſe 
were beyond theſe now in Being. 

Leue. I am willing to believe it, but can- 
not readily; becauſe I have been told, that 
thoſe whom I mention'd, were bred up under 
the others of your Acquaintance, and 28 
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* 
their manner of Action, which is now loſt: 
So far, that when the Queſtion has been aſk'd, 
why theſe Players do not revive the Silent Me- 
man, and ſome other of Johnſon's Plays? (once 
of higheſt Eſteem) they have anſwered, 
truly, becauſe there are none now living who 
can rightly humour thoſe Parts, for all who 
related to the Black-friers, (where they were 
acted in perfection) are now dead and almoſt 
forgotten. 

Truem. Tis very true, Hart and Clun were 
bred up Boys at the Black-friers, and acted 
Women's Parts; Hart was Robinſen's Boy, or 
Apprentice; he acted the Dutcheſs in the 
Tragedy ot the Cardinal, which was the firſt 
Part that gave him Reputation. Cartwright 
and Winterſhal belong'd to the private Houſe 
in Saliſbury-Cœurt; Burt was a Boy firſt under 
Shank at the Black-friers, then under Beefton 
at the Coci-pit ; and Mobun and Shatterel were 
in the ſame Condition with him, at the laſt 
Place. There Burt uſed to play the principal 
Women's Parts, in particular Clariana, in 
Love's Cruelty ; and at the fame time Mobur 
acted Bellamente, which Part he retained after 
the Reſtoration, 

Lovew, That I have ſeen, and can well re- 
member. I wiſh they had printed in the laſt 
Age, (ſo I call the Times before the Rebellion) 
the Actors Names over-againſt the Parts they 
acted, as they have done ſince the Reſtoration: 
And thus one might have gueſs'd at the Action 


ot 
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of the Men, by the Parts which we now 
read in the old Plays. 

Truem, It was not the Cuſtom and Uſage 
of thoſe Days, as it hath been ſince, Yet lome 
few old Plays there are, that have the Names 
ſet againſt the Parts, as the Dutche ifs of Malfy; 
the Picture; the Roman Actor; the Deſerving 
Favourite; the Wild-Gooſe Chace, (at the 
Black-friers) : the Wedding ; the Renrgads ; 
the Fair Maid of the Weſt ; Hannibal and Sci- 
pio; King Tohn and Matilda; at the Cock-pit : 
and Hollands Leaguer, at Salisbury Court. 

Lovew. Theſe are but few indeed: but 

ay, Sir, what Maſter-Parts can you remem- 
ber the old Black-friers Men to act in Johnſon, 
Shakeſpear, and Fletcher's Plays? 

Truem. What I can at preſent recollect I'l! 
tell you ; Shakeſpear, (who, as I have heard, 
was a much better Poet than Player) Burbage, 


Hemmings, and others of the older fort, were 


dead before I knew the Town; but in 
my Time, before the Wars, Lowin uſed to 
act, with mighty Applauſe, Falſtaff, Merge, 

Volpe, and Mammon in the Alchym/t ; Melan- 
ctus, in the Maid's Tragedy; and at the ſame 
time Amyntor was play'd by Stephen Hammer- 
ton, (who was at firſt a moſt noted and beau- 
tiful Woman Actor, but afterwards he acted 
with equal Grace and Applauſe, a young Lo- 
ver's Part) ; Taylor acted Hamlet incomparablv 
well, Jago, Truewit 1 in the Silent Woman, and 
Face in the Alien; Swanſton us'd to play 
Orten; Pollard and Rebinſen were Come- 

dans: 
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dians ; ſo was Shank, who us'd to act Sir Roger 
in the Scornful Lady: theſe were of the Black- 
#riers. Thoſe of principal Note at the Cock- 
pit, were Perkins, Michael Bowyer, Sumner, 
Willam Allen, and Bird, eminent Actors, and 
Robins a Comedian. Of the other Companies 
I took little Notice. 

Lawvew, Were there ſo many Companies? 

Truem. Before the Wars there were in Be- 
ing all theſe Play-Houſes at the fame time. 
The Black-friers, and Globe on the Bank-/ide, 
a Winter and Summer Houſe, belonging to the 
ſame Company, call'd the King's Servants; 
the Cock-pit or Phænix, in Drury-Lane, call'd 
the Queen's Servants; the private Houſe in 
Salisbury-Court, call'd the Prince's Servants ; 
the Fortune near Whitecroſs-Street, and the 
Red Bull at the upper End of St. John-Street : 
the two laſt were moſtly frequented by Citi- 
zens, and the meaner ſort of People. All theſe 
Companies got Money, and liv'd in Reputation, 
eſpecially thoſe of the Black-friers, who were 
Men of grave and ſober Behaviour. 

Lovew. Which I admure at, that the Town 
much leſs than at preſent, could then maintain 
tive Companies, and yet now Two can hardly 
ſubſiſt. 

Trucm. Do not wonder, but conſider, that 
tho' the Town was then, perhaps, not much 
more than half ſo populous as now, yet then 
the Prices were ſmall, (there being no Scenes) 
and better Order kept among the Company 
that came; which made very good People 


think 
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think a Play an innocent Diverſion for an idle 
Hour or two, the Plays themſclves being then, 
for the moſt part, more :nitructive and moral; 
Whereas, of late, the Play-houſes are fo ex- 
treamly peſtered with Vizard-Maiks and their 
Trade, (occaſioning continual Quarrels and 
Abuſes) that many of the more civiliz'd Part 
of the Town are uneaſy in the Company, and 
thun the Theatre as they would a Houte of 
Scandal, It is an Argument of the Worth of 
the Plays and Actors of the laſt Age, and eaſi- 
ly. interred, that they were much beyond ours 
in thi, to conſider that they could ſupport 
themſelves merely from their own Merit, the 
Weight of the Matter, and Goodneſs of 
the Action, without Scenes and Machines; 
whereas, the preſent Plays with all that Shew, 
can hardly draw an Audience, unleſs there be 
the additional Invitation of a Signiert Fideli, a 
Mon/ieur Þ Abbe, or ſome ſuch foreign Re- 
gale expreſs d in the bottom of the Bill. 

Lovew. To wave this Digreſſion, I have read 
of one Edward Allen, a man ſo fam'd for ex- 
cellent Action, that among Ben Jobnſon's Epi- 
grams, I find one directed to him, full of En- 
comium, and concluding thus: 


Weer this Ren'won, tis juſt that who did give 
So many Poets Life, by one ſhould live, 


Was he one of the Black-friers ? 
Truem. Never, as | have heard; (for he was 
dead betore my time.) He was Matter of a 
Company 
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Company of his own, for whom he built the 
Fortune Play-houſe from the Ground, a large, 
round Brick Building. This is he that grew fo 
rich, that he purchaſed a great Eſtate in Surrey 
and elſewhere ; and having no Ifſue, he built 
and largely endowed Dulwich College, in the 
Year 16:9, for a Maſter, a Warden, four Fel- 
tows, twelve aged poor People, and twelve 
poor Boys, &c. A noble Charity. 

Livew. What kind of Play-houſes had they 
before the Wars ? 

Truem, The Blackfriers, Cockpit, and Saliſa 
bury-Court, were called private . Houſes, and 
were very ſmall to what we ſee now. The 
Cockpit was ſtanding fince the Reſtoration, and 
Rhade's Company acted there tor ſome time. 

Levico. I have ſeen that. 

True. Then you have ſeen the other two, 
in effect ; for they were all three built almoſt 
exactly alike, for Form and Bigneſs. Here 
they had Pits for the Gentry, and ated by 
Candle-light. The Gebe, Fortune, and Bull, 
were large Houſes, and lay partly open to 
the Weather, and there they always acted by 
Day-light. 

Lovew. But pr'ythee, Trueman, what be- 
came of theſe Players when the Stage was put 
down, and the Rebellion rais'd ? 

Truem. Moſt of em, except 4 Taylor 
and Pollard (who were ſuperannuated) went 
into the King's Army, and like good Men and 
true, ſerv d their old Maſter, tho' in a diffe- 


rent, 
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rent, yet more honourable Capacity. Nobinſon 
was kill'd at the taking of a Place, I think Ba- 
fmg-houſe Joy Harriſon, "he that was after hang'd 
at Charinz-croſs, who refuſed him Quarter, and 
mot him in the Head when he had ſaid down 
his Arms ; abuſing Scripture at the ſame time, 
in ſaying, Curſed is be that doth the Work of 
the Lord negligently. Mechun was a Captain 
(and after the Wars were ended here, ſerved in 
Flanders, where he received Pay as a Major.) 
Hurt was a Lieutenant of Horſe under Sir Tho- 
mas Dalliſan, in Prince Rupert's Regiment; 
Burt was Cornet in the ſame Troop, and 
Shatte; ef Quarter-maſter : Allen of the Cock- 
pit was a Major, and Quarter-maſter-general 
at Oxjird, I have not heard of one ot theſe 
Plavers of any Note that fided with the other 
Party, but only Swar/ton, and he profefs'd him- 
ſelf a Preſbyterian, took up the Trade of a 
feweller, and liv'd in A! dermanbury, within 
the Ter; itory of Father Calamy; the reſt either 
loſt, or expos'd their Lives for their King. 
V hen the Wars were over, and the Roy alifts 
totally ſubdued; moſt of them who were left 

alive gather d to Lindin, and for a Subſiſtence 
endeavoured to revive their old Trade private- 
Ivo They made up one Company out of all 
the ſcatter 'd Members of ſeveral ; and in the 
Wuier before the King's Murder, 1648, they 
ventured to act ſome Plays with as much Cau- 
tion and Privacy as could be, at the Cockpre. 
They continued undiſturbed for three or four 
Days ; but at laſt, as they were pretenting the 
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Tragedy of the Bloody Brother (in which 
Lewin ated Aubre y. Taylar Rolls, Pollard the 
Cook, Burt Laterch. and 1 think Hart Otto 
a Party of Foot Soldiers beſet the Houſe, ſur- 
prized them about the middle of the Play, and 
carried them away in their Habits, not admit- 
ing them to ſhift, to Hatton-bouſe then a Pri- 
ton, where having detain'd them ſome time, 
they plundered them of their Cloaths, and 
ler them looſe again. Afﬀerwards, in Oliver's 
Time, they uſed to act privately three or four 
Miles out of Town, now here, now there, 
ſometimes in Noblemen's Houſes, in particular 
Helland- Houſe at Kenſington, where the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry who met (but in no great 
Numbers) uſed to make a Sum for them, 
each giving a broad Piece, or the like. And 
Alexander Ga, the Woman Actor at Black- 


friers (who had made himſelf known to Per- 


tons of Quality) uſed to be the Jackall, and 
Z ive notice of Ti ime and Place. At Chriffmas 
and Barthslowers Fair, they uſed to bribe the 
Othcer Who ahaha" the Guard at Mi- 
ball, and were thereupon connived at to act for 
a few Days at the Red Bull; but were fome- 
times notw ithſtanding 2 diſturb'd d by Soldiers 
Some pick'd up a little Mot ney by pub 3 
Copies of Plays never before printed, but ke 
up in Manuſcript. For in _ 3 the Ye 
1 052, Bean mone a nd Fle: / er-S #1 171 4 Goo F 
Chace was printed in F ono, for the publick Uiec 
of all the Ingenious, a+ the Titte-pa 90 ſays, 
and private Benefit of 7-41; Lene. 75 Wh , 
Mu 2. 
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Taylor, Servants to his late Majeſty ; and by 
them dedic..ted to the honoured few Lovers of 
Drauatick Poeſy, wherein they modeſtly inti- 
mate their Wants; and that with ſufficient 
Cauſe; for whatever they were before tlic 
Wars, they were after reduced to a necel- 
ſitous Condition. Lewin, in his latter Day:, 
Kept an Inn, the Three Prgrons at Brentford, 
where he died very old, for he was an Actor 
of eminent No e in the Reign of King James I. 
and his Poverty was as great as his Age. Tay- 
gor died at Richmond, and was there buried, 
Pellard, who lived fingle, and had a com- 
petent Eftate, retired to tome Relations he had 
in the Country, and there ended his Life. Per- 
kins and Summer of the Cockpit, kept Houſe 
together at Clerkenwell, and were there bu- 
ried. Theſe all died ſome Years before the 
cſtoration; what follow'd after, I need not 
tel! vou; you can caſily remember. 

Lovexw. Ves; preſently after the Reſtoration, 
the King's Players acted publickly at the Red 
Full tor fore time, and then removed to à 
new-built Playhouſe in Fere-/{rect, by Clare- 
market. There they contiined for a Year or 
two, and then removed to the Theatre Royal 
in Drury-lene, here they firſt made Uſe of 
Scenes, which had becn a little before intro- 
duced upon the publick Stage, by Sir Hom 
Dawvenarnt, at the Duke's Old Theatre in Liu- 
ein -Jun-FHields, but afterwards very much 
improved, with the Addition of curious Ma- 


tines by Mr, Betterten at the New Theatre 
in 
— — — 
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| in Dorſet-Garden, to the great Expence an- | 
| continual Charge of the Players. This much 
| impaired their Profit o'er what it was before ; 


for I have been inform'd by one of em, that 


| for ſeveral Years next after the Reſtoration, 
| every whole Sharer in Mr. Heart's Companv, | 
| got roco. per Am. About the ſame Time | 
| that Scenes firſt enter d upon the Stage at Len- | 
| don, Women were taught to act their own 
| Parts; fince when, we have ſeen at both | 


Houtcs ſeveral Actreſſes, juſtly famed as well 
for Beauty, as perfect g 1 Action. And ſome 
Plays, in particular the Parfin's Wedding, | 
have been preſented all by Women, as for- 
merly all by Men. Thus it continued for 
about 20 Years, when Mr. Hart, and fome 
of the old Men began to grow weary, and 


5 


were minded to leave off; then the two Com- | 
panies thought fit to unite ; but of Jate you 
tze, they have thought it no leſs fit to divide | 
again, though both Companies keep the fame 
Name of bis Majeſty's Servants. All this | 


while the Playhouſe Mutick improved vearly, 
and is now arrived to greater Perfection than 
ever I knew it. Yct for all theſe Advan- 
tages, the Reputation ot the Stage, and Peoples 
Atfection to it, are much decaved. Some 
were lately ſevere againſt it, and would hardly 
allow Stage-plays ht to be longer permitted. 
Have you ſeen Mr. C:/ler's Beck: 

Truem. Yes, and his Oppoſer's. 

Live. And what think vou? | 


M m 2 Trucm. 


* 


_— 
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Truem, In my Mind Mr. Callicr's Reticc- 
tions are pertinent, and true in the main; the 
Book ingcnioufly wrote, and well intended; 
but he has overſhot himſelf in ſome Places, 
and his Reſpondents perhaps 1n more. My 
Aﬀction inclines me not to engage on either 
Side, but rather mediate, If there be Abuſcs 
relating to the Stage, which 1 think is too 
apparent, let the Abuſe be reformed, and not 
tie Uſe, for that Reaſon only, aboliſhed. 
F'was an old Saying when I was a Boy, 


i abuſus, non dit totaliter nuſus, 


Hall not run through Mr. Collier's Book ; 
I will only touch a little on two or three ge- 
neral Notions, in which, I think, he may bc 
miſtaken. What he urges out of the primi- 
tive Councils and Fathers of the Church, ſeem: 
to me to be directed aguinſt the Heathen Plays, 
which were a Sort of e religious Worſhip with 
them, to the Honour of Ceres, Flora, or fone 
ot their falſe Deities; they had always a little 
Altar on their Stages, as appears plain enough 
from ſome Places in Plautus, And Mr. Col- 
lier himſelf, p. 235. tells us out of Livy, that 
Plays were brought in upon the Score of Re- 
l1g10n, to pacify the Gods. No Wonder then, 


they forbid Chriſtians to be preſent at them, 
it was almoſt the tame as to be vreſent at 
'r_Sucrihces. We muſt alfo oblerve, that 


FMS Was ur tlic 2iiiicy of Chriſtianity, when 


Comm Wa under ſevere, and almoſt 
continual 
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continual Perſecutions, ad when all its truc 
Members were of moſt ſtrict and exemplary 
Lives, not knowing wien they thould be call- 
ed to the Stake, or thrown to wild B 
They communicated daily, and expected Deatn 
hourly ; as their Thoughts were intent upon the 
next World, they abſtuin'd almoſt whoily ron 
all Diverſions and Pleafures, though lawtul 
and innocent) in this. Afterwards when Per- 
ſecution ceaſed, and the Church fiourith 7, 
Chriſtians being then freed trum their former | 
Terrors, allow'd themſelves, at proj er Times, | 
the lawful Recreations of Corn: erfition, an 
among other, no Doubt, this of Shews : 
Repreſentations. After this Time, the Centur: 
of the Church indeed might be continues 
revived upon Occaſion, again!t Plays 
Players, tho', in my Opinion, it can not be 
underſtood generally, but only againit tict 
Players who were of vicious and licentions 
Lives, and repreſented protane Subjects, incon- 
ſiſtent with the Morals and Probicy of lan- 
ners requilite to Chriſti.ns ; and trequen te. 
chiefly by ſuch looſe and debauc'1's py 
were much more ap to corrupt tan weve 
thoſe who aſſociated with them. I tav, 104 | 
not think the Canons and Centres of the Ha- | 


Beat: S 
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thers can be applied to ull Pavers, grate” 
Players; for if ſo, how could Plays be con- 


tinued among the Chriſtians, as they Were, 

livine Subjects, and icriptural Stories? A late 
Prench Author ſpeakiny of the 1177 H 
gagne, a Playhouſe in Paris, fays, that the 
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ancient Dukes of that Name gave it to the 
Brotherhood of the Paſſion, eſtabliſhed in the 
Church of Trin:ty-heſpital in the Rue S. Denis, 
on condition that they ſhould repreſei if here 
Interludes of Devotion; and adds, that there 
have been publick Shews in this Place ſix hun- 
dred Years ago. The Spaniſh and Pertu- 
ruſs continue ſtill to 3 for the moſt part, 


i a eccleſiaſtical Stories for the Subject ot 


Plays: And it we may believe Gage 
they are acted in their Churches ia Mexico, ons 
the <paniſh Wejt-Indes. 

Lovew That's a great way off, Trucman ; 
I had rather vou would come nearer hae, 
and contine your Diſcourſe to O England. 

Trucm. So I intend. The fame has been 
done here in England ; for otherwite how 
comes it to be prohibited! in the 88th Canon, 
among thote A in Convocation in 1603? 


Certain it is, that our ancient Plays were of 


religious Subje ** and had for their Actors, 


not riet, t Men of the Church. 
Ler- gots does that appear ? 


Tut. Nothing clearer. Stow, in his Survey 

3 has one Chapter of the Sports and 
{Patlimes of old time uſed in this City; and 
there he tells us, that 5 the Year 1391, which 
was 15 K. hard 11. 1 Stave-play was play'd 
by the Pariſh-Clerks of Londen, at the Si- 
ners Well beſide Sn 4 0 a, which Play con- 
tinned three Days together, the King, Qucen, 
and. Nobles of the Realm being preſent. And 
another was played it; he Year 1409, 11 
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Henry IV. which laſted eight Davs, and was 
of Matter from the Creation of be Ward; 
whereat were preſent moſt part of the Nobility 
and Gentry of England. Sir William Dugdole, 
in his Antiquities of Warwickſhire, P. 7 0, 
tpeaking of the Gray-Friars, or Þranciſcans, at 
Coventry, ſays, Befire the Su ppreſſion of the 
Monaſteries, this City was very famous for the 
Pageants that were play'd therein upon Cer- 
pus-Chriſti Day; which Pageants being acted 
with mighty State and kh everence by the 
Friars of this Houſe, had Theatres for the ſe- 
veral Scenes very large and high, placed upon 
Wheels, and drawn to all the eminent Parts of 
the City, for the better Advantage of the 
Spectators; and contained the Story of the 
New Teſtament, compoſed in old Engl:ſþ 
Rhime. An ancient Manuſcript f the ſame 
is now to be ſeen in the Cotten Library, 
Sub Effg. Veſp. D. 8. Since the Reforma- 
tion in Queen Elixabetb's time, Plays were 
frequently acted by Choriſters and Si; Zi g- 
boys; and ſeveral of our old Comedies have 
printed in the Title page, Acted by the Chil- 
dren of Pauls, (not the School, but the 
Church) others, by the Cuiilren of her 
Majeſty's Chapel; in particular, Cy;thia's Re- 
vels, and the Poctaſten, were play d by them; 
who were at th.t time famous for good Ac= 
tion. Among Ben Jebnſon's Epigrams vou 
may find an Epitaph on S. P. (Sal. Peavy) 
one of the Children of Queen Eliæaberb's 
Chapel; part of which runs 1s thus, 
M m 4 Var 
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Years be counted ſcarce thirteen, 
When Fates turn'd cruel, 

Yet three fil d Zodiacks he bud been 
The Stage's Jewel; 

And did aff (what now we MD,, 
Old Man fo duly, 

As, footh, the Parcæ thought him on- 
He play'd fo truly. 


Some. of thele Chapel Boys, when they 
grew Men, became Actors at the Black-F riers; 
fuch were Nath. Field and John Ungerxoccd. 
Now I can hardly imagine that ſuch Plays 
and Players as theſe, are included in the ſevere 
Centure of the Councils and Fathers ; but fuch 
only who are truly within the Character given 
by Didacus de Tapia, cited by Mr. Collier, 
p. 276. viz. The infamous Playhouſe ; a Place 
of Contradiction ts the Striftnefs and Sabrietv 
Gf Re l1gzon ; a Place hated by God, and haunt- 
ed by the Devil. And for ſuch I have a: 
great an Abhorrence as any Man. 

Ladet. Can you gueſs of what Antiquity the 
4 tenting of religious Matters on the Stage 
nath been in England! ? 

True, How long before the Conqueſt 1 
know not, but that it was uſed in Londen 
not long after, appears by Fitz-/t:-vens, an Au- 
thor who wrote in the Reign of King Henry 
the Second. His Words are, Lendonia pre 
beer theatralibus, rs judis ſcenicis, lu- 

Habel fenttrore J, pg. nal ienes niraculur um, 
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ſentatianes paſſtonum quibus claruit con- 
ſtantia martyrum. Of this, the Manuſcript 
which I lately mentioned, in the Cottonian 
Library, is a notable Inſtance. Sir Wilham 
Dugdats cites this Manuſcript, by the Title of 
Ludus Crventrie ; but in the printed Cata- 
logue of that Library, p. 113, it is named 
thus, A Coleftion of Pleys in old Engliſh 
Metre; h. e. Dramata _ in quibus exhi- 
bentur biſtoriæ Veteris & N. Teſtamentt, in- 
tr ductis gua)? 21 ſcenam per ſenis lic memo- 
ratis, quas ſecum invicem collonte, nes fro in- 
genis fingit poeta. Videntur clim coram po- 
pulo, froe ad inſtruendum, ſide ad placendum, a 
fratribus mendicantibus repreſentata. It ap- 
pears by the latter end of the Prologue, that 
theſe Plays or Interludes were not only play'd 
at Coventry, but in other Towns and Places 
upon Occaſion, And poſſibly this may be the 
ſme Play which Sto tells us was play'd in 
the Reign of King Henry IV. which laſted for 
eight Days. The Book ſeem: by the Charac- 
ter and Language to be at leaſt 300 Years old. 
It begins with a general Prologue, giving the 
Arguments of 40 Pageants or Geſticulations 
(which were as ſo many ſeveral Acts or Scenes) 
repreſenting all the Hiſtories of both Teſta- 
ments, from the Creation, to the chufing of 
St. Matthias to be ar Apoitle. The stories 
of the New Teſtament are more largely ex- 
preſb'd, wiz, the Annunciation, Nativity, Vi- 
jitation ; but more eſpecially all Matters re- 
Liting to the Paſſion, very particulaly the Re- 
ſurrection,. 
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ſurrection, Aſcenſion, the Choice of St. Mat- 
thias. After which is alſo repreſented the Aſ- 
ſumption, and laſt Judgment. All theſe things 
were treated of in a very homely Stile, as we 
now think, infinitely below the Dignity of 
the Subject: But it ſeems the Gouſt of that 
Age was not ſo nice and delicate in theſe 
Matters; the plain and incurious Judgment 
of our Anceſtors, being prepar'd with Fa- 
vour, and taking every thing by the right and 
eaſieſt Handle: For Example, in the Scene 
relating to the Viſitation. 


MARIA. 
Bit Huſband of C9 thyng fray z 6} 
mekeley, 
I have knowing that cur Cſyn Elizabeth c 
Childe is, 


That it pleaſe yew to go to her ballyly, 
If eught we myth comfort her, it wer t 
—""——_ 
Blys. 


Tosr pa. 

A Gods ſake, is ſbe with Child, {hs + 
Than ll her Huſband Zachary be mer: 
In Montana they delle, fer hence, ſo mer { 
In the City of Jada, I knee it verily , 
It is hence, I traue, Myles te A jijty, 
We ar like to be wery or de come at the fan. 
Ive with a good Will, bleſſed Wet, Mary 
New go we forth then in Geddes Name, &c. 


A 


—— — — — — - 


John Baptiſt, & als. 
Anima Chriſti. 


15 Paradys come forth with me 


| 
In Blv/je for 2 . 
The Fend? of Hell that is your Foo 
He fhail be wrappyd and woundyn in Nb: 
770 Io 170 Welth NO Dall Fe T9, 
| With Myrth evcr mar t9 melle, 
ADAM. 


| MicHaAFrL. 
| . 2 

Surgite. All Men aryſe, 
Venite ad judicium, 


For now is ſet the High Tuſtice, 
And hath afſignyd the Day of Dame 
Re pe you redyly to thts gret? Ahle. 
Beth Gres and Small, all and ſum, 

And of yoner — vou now adviſc. 
What ve ſrall ſay <chen that yew come, Ec. 
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A little before the Reſurrection, 
Nunc dermient milites, & wventet anima Chriſt 
de inferno, cum Adam & Eva, Abraham, 


Come forth Adam, and Eve with the, 
And all my Fryndes that herein be, 


1 thank the Lard of thy grete Grace 
That now is forgiven my gret Treſpace, 


New Hall we dicellyn Bly/ſfut Place, Ec. 


| The laſt Scene or Pageant, which repre- 
| tents the Day of Judgment, begins thus, 


— _ —— 
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Theſe and ſuch like were the Plays which 
in former Ages were preſented publickly: 
Whether they had any ſettled and conſtant 
Houſes for that Purpoſe, does not appear ; I 
ſuppoſe not. But it is notorious that in for- 
mer times there was hardly ever any ſolemnRe- 
ception of Princes, or noble Perſons, but Page- 
ants, that 1s, Stages erected in the open Street, 
were Part of the Entertainment. On which 
there were Speeches by one or more Pertons, 
in the Nature of Scenes; and be ture one ot 
the Speakers muſt be ſome Saint of the {ame 
Name with the Party to whom the Honour is 
intended. For Inſtance, there is an ancien! 
Manuſcript at Coventry, call d the O!d Leer- 
Book, wherein is ſet down i in a very particulai 
Manner, p. 168. the Reception of Queen 
Margaret, Wife of Henry VI. who came to 
C ventry; and, I think, with her, her young 
Son Prince Edward. on the Fea ſt of the Exal- 
tation of the Holy-Crols, 35 Hen. VI. 1 86. 
Many Pageants and Speeches were made tor 
her welcome; out of all which, I ſhall ob- 
ſerve but two or three, in the old Eugliſh, as 
it is recorded. 


St. EpW ARO. 
Mader of Metenss, dame Nlargurete, Princes 
met excellent, 


# kins Edward TY b 7 71. 22 I , 71 off! 187) A. 7 602 
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t_ For the wele of the King and you hbertily pray 

| I ſhall, 

And far Prince Edward my g9/tly Chylde, h IT 

| lade principal, 

Praying the, John Evangelift, my Help therein 
70 be, 

On that Condition right bumbly T give this Rin: 
to the. 


Joux Evangeliſt. 
| Holy Edward, crowned King, Brother in Nir— 
| gin7y, 


uy Power plainly I will prefer thy Will ts 

| amplefy. 

Mot excelleet Princes of Wymen mortal, your 
Bedeman will 7 be, | 

I know your Life fo vertucus that God is fpreaſes 
? hereb | 

The Birth of y5u unto this Reme ſhall cauſe grea? 
AM. lady . 

The vertubus Voice of Prince Edward ſtall dav!y 
well encreafe, | 

St. Edward hrs Godfader, and I Hall pre 


{! 7 * v 5 ,; * Lf» 
Ay 4 f " 1141506 0 


* * 
0 


St. MARGARET. 
Maſt notabul Princes of Wymen earthle, 
Dame Margarete, the chefe AMyrth of this Em- 
pore, 
Je hertely Wweiceme te this Cyte. 
the Pleſure of your Highnefſe I wy? ſet my 
Deſvre : 


Y 


wn, 
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Seth wwe be both of one Name, te ſhew you Kind- 


neſſe ; 

Nhe . by my Power ye fhall bade no Diſlreſſe. 

T ſhall pray to the Prince that is endle ple 

Ts ſecaur you with ſolas of his high Grace ; 

He «ill here my Petition, this is doubtle 72 

Fr I rounht "all my Life that bis Mill cace, 

Thereforr, Lady, when yeu be in any dredjul 
Caſe, 

Call on me boldly, thereof I pray you, 

And truſt in me feythfulls, I will do that may 
pay y9t. 


In the next Reign, as appears in the ſame 
Book, fol. 22 1. another Prince Edward, Son 
of King E Edward IV. came to Coventry on the 
28th of April, 14 Edward IV. 1474, and was 
entertained with many Pageants and Speeches, 
among which I ſhall obſerve only two; one was 
of St. Edward again, who was then made to 
ſpeak thus : 


Noble Prince Edward, my Coutin and my Knight, 

And very Prince of our Line com yn diſſent, 

J St. 1 have purſued for your Fader”: 

nperial Right, 

It hereof be «vas excluded by full furious intent. 

Unto this your Chamber, as Prince full excel- 
lent, 

Ye be right welcome. Thanked be Criſt of his 
ende, 

For that he mas ours is now in your Fader's 


Fhnde, 
1 he 
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The other Speech was from St, George, and 
thus faith the Book. 


0 Alſo upon the Condite in the Croſ- 
cheting was St. George armed, and a King's 
Daughter kneling afore bim with à Lamb, 
and the Fader and the Mader being in 2 
% Towre aboven, bebolding St. George ſaving 
their Daughter from the Dragon, and the 
Candite renuing Wine in four Places, and 
minſtralcy of Organ playing, and St. George 
baving this Speech underwritten,” 


cc 


O mighty God our all Succour celeſtial, 

Which this Royme haſt given in Dieer 

To thi Mader, and to me George Protection jo. 
petuall 

It to defend from Enimys fer and nerc, 

And as this Mayden defended was here 

By thy Grace from this Dragon's Deviur, 

So, Lord, preſerve this noble Prince, aud cu 
he his Scccur. 


Lede. I perccive theſe holy Matters con- 
ſiſted very much of praying; but I pity poor 
St. Edward the Confeſſar, who in the Compaſs 
of a few Years, was made to promiſe his Fa- 
vour and Aſſiſtance to two young Princes ot 
the ſme Name indeed, but of as different and 
oppoſite Intereſts as the two Poles. I know not 
how he could perform to both. 


Truem. 
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they were both unhappy, 
heſe fine Shews and feeming 


| Carefics of Fortune, Doing both murder'd, one 
by the Hand, the other! by the Procurement ot | 
Richard Duke of | 
but one Example more of this Sort of Action, 
or Repreſentations, and that is of later Time, 
and an Iuſtance of much higher Nature than 
any yet men tioned ; it was at the Marriage of 


Clouceſter, I will produce 


a - 


| Prince Arthur, e det Son of Ki: g Henry VII. 
to the Princeſs Cathar ius of Spain, An. 1501. 
Her Paſſage through Landen was very magni- 
ficent, as I have read it de ſcribed in an old 
MS. Chronicle of that Time. The Pageants | 
and Speeches were many; the Perſons repre- 
| ſented St. Catharine, St. Urſula, a Senator, 
Nobleſſe, Virtue, an Angel, King Alphonſe, 


| ſah, Boetius, 
Jolor ibed 


— — — — — 
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&c. 


among others one 1s thus 


* When this Spech was ended, ſhe 
© held am ber Way tyll ſhe came unto the Stan- 
dard in Chepe, where was ordeyned the fifth 
Pagend made like an Hevyn, theryn ſyttyng a 
2 Perf nage repreſenting the Fader of Hevoyn, 
vng all for my, d of 4 and brennyng befor 

5 Trone wit Candyilis of Wax Rlandyng in 
Candulliytis of Gold, the ſaid Perſanage 

* ng environed wyth ſundry Hyrarchies off 
Angelis, and fotting in a Cope of moſt rich | 
Cath of Tyſſu, garniſhyd ⁊ with Stocn and AW | 
"© in moſt ſumptusus Twyſe. Foragain which 
(ard Paz nd upan the Sowth-ſyde of the Strete 
bat T yme, in 4 Hows 7 wheryn that 
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Tem. Alus! they were both unhappy, 
otweit! tanding theſe fine Shew and teeming 
Careſ1cs of Fortune, being both murder'd, one 
by the Hand, the other by the Procurement of 
Rictbard Duke of Cluceſler, ] will produce 
but one Example more ot this Sort of Action, 
or Repreientations, and that is of later Time, 
ind an inſtance o f much his oher Nature tha! 
any yet mentioned; it was at the Marriage ©! 
Prince Arr, eldeſt Son of King Henry VII. 
to the Princeſs Cathm in of San, An. 1501. 
Her Paſlage through Londen was very ma: gni- 
ficent, as I have read it deſcribed in an old 
MS. Chronicle of that Time. The Pageants 
and Speeches were many; the Verſons repre- 
ſented St, Catharine, St. Urſula, a Senator, 
N ODlefte, Virtue, an Angel, King Alphonſe, 
8ſh, Bis, &c. among others one is thus 
(ieſcribed “ 1 mn this SpecÞ was ended, ſhe 
© fold an b . 22 tvll fre came unto the Stan- 

dard 4705 "Pe — TJ erd, yned the 1 fifth 

Patent made "is % an Hewyn, theryn fv ttyng a 

Perſonage r we ting the Fades of H yn, 

ons all formed of Gr ld, and bremnyng bei 

Trane v1 . ty1/is of Wax Rkandyns in 

21 Candyvl/tykis of Gold, the ſaid Perſ; nage 

berng envirmed wyth ſundry Hyrarchies off 

* . ef ting in a Cope of miſt rich 

Cath, Tuſſu, garniſhyd with Stoon and Perle 
moſt | 3 wyſe Forazain which 

„ Pag upn the. Sreth-fode of the Stret 
* 4 at. that Tyme, Fog a Hows 4 > ng 4a 
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*« Tyme diwellyd William Geffrey Habyrdaſher, 
i« the King, the Byene, my Lady the Kingy: 
« Moder, my Lord of Oxynfford, wyth many 
« other Lordys and Ladys, and Perys of this 


© Realm, wyth alſo certayn Ambaſſadors «of 


0 France lately ſent from the French King : and 
&* ſo paſſyng the ſaid Eſtatys, eyther guyving us 
© other due and convenyent Saluts and Coun- 
*© fenancs, ſo ſone as hyr Grace was afproachid 
* unto the ſayd Pagend, the Fader began his 
« Spech as follewyth.” 


Hunc veneram locum, ſepteno lumine ſeptum. 
Dignumque Arthur: totidem aſtra micant. 


J am Begynyng and Ende, that made ech 

Creature | 

My fylfe, and for my fylfe, but Man cſſpect all. 

Both Male and Female, made aftyr myne aun 
Hgure, 

Whom I joyned togydyr in Matrimony, 

And that in Paradyſe, declaring opynly 

That Me: ſhall Weddyng in my Chyrch ſolempe 
nite, 


Fygurid and ſigniſyed by the erthly Parad)ze. 


In thys my Chyrch Jam allway recydent 
As my chyeff tabernacle, and moſt choſyn Place, 
Among theſe goldin Candvi/tikkis, which repre- 
Jent 


— —— — —— — 


— — — — — * — 
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Aly Caticlyk Chvr:ch Aynyng affor my Face, 

With leght of Feytro, iſdim, Ds&ryne, ona 
Grace, 

And moreelon, fy ele enflamyd tiatard me 

Wyth ee extyngaoible Hyre of Charyte. 

Wi: berefore, my wwelbelovid Douthyr Katharyn, 

Syth I have made ' yow to myne aten 1 *mblance 

In my Chyrch to be maried, and your noble 

Chil nn 

To regu in this Land as in their Enherytance, 

Se that ye have mo in ſpeciall Remembrance: 

Live me and my Chyrch your ſpiritual Modyr. 

For ye diſpvſing that con, dyſſyſe that othyr. 


ge that ye walk in my Precepts, and obe) 

them well: 

And here 1 give you the ſame Bling that 1 

Gave my well beloved Chylder of Hfraell; 

Biyſſyd be the Fr uyt of your Bely; 

Tuner Subſtance and Frutys 1 ſhall encreaſe and 

multyply ; 

Vierer rebellious Enimyes I ſhall put in your 

Hand, 


Encre, ing in Hinsur beth you and yer Land. 


Loveto. This would be cenſured now-a- days 
as profane to the higheſt Degree. 

Truem. No doubt on't: yet you ſec there 
was 2 Time when People were not ſo nicely 
cenſorious in theſe Matters but were willing 
0 take Things in the beſt Sente ; and then thi; 
was thought -a noble Enterfainmgnt for the 

greateſt 
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greateſt King in Eure (ſuch I eſteem King 
Henry VII. at that Time) and proper for that 
Day of mighty Joy and Triumph. And I 
muſt farther obſerve out of Lord Beacor's 
Hiſtory of Henry VII. that the chief Man 
who had the Care of that Day's Proceedings 
was Biſhop Fex, a grave Counſellor for War 
or Peace, and alfo a good Surveyor of Works, 
and a good Matter of Ceremonies, and it 
ſeems he approv'd it. The faid Lord Bacon 
tells us farther, that whoſoever had thoſe Toys 
in compiling, they were not altogether pedan- 
tical, 

Levew. Theſe Things however are far 


from that which we underſtand by the Name of 


a Play. 

Truem. It may be ſo; but theſe were the 
Plays of thole Times. Afterwards in the 
Reign of King Henry VIII. both the Subject 
and Form of theſe Plays began to alter, and 
have fince varied more and more. I have 
by me, a thing called A merry Play between 
the Pard:ner and the Frere, the Curate and 
Neybour Pratte, priated the 5th ol April 
1533, Which was the 24 Henry VIII. (a few 
Years before the Diſſolution of Monaſteries.) 
The Deſign of this Play was to ridicule Friers 
and Pardoners. Ot which I'll give you a 
Taſte. To begin it, the Frier enters wit! 
theſe Words: 


Deus hic; the Healy Trenyte 
Prey. FLY all that 2 here be, 


N 1 2 There 


— 
—— — — — 
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Dere Bretberne, yf ye will conſyder 

The Cauſe vy I am com hyder, 

Ye wwolde be glad to knowe my Enten, 

Fer I com not hyther for Mony nor for Rent, 
I com not hyther for Meat nor for Meale, 
But I come hyther fer vour Scules Heale, &c, 


After a long Preamble, he addreſſes himſelf 


to preach, when the Pardoner enters with 


God and St. Leonarde ſd ve all his Grace, 
As many as ben aſſembled in this Place, &c. 


And makes a long Speech, ſhewing his Bulls 
nd his Reliques, in order to fell his Pardons, 
tor the raiſing ſome Money towards the re- 


— — doracy 
i dmg 


Of the lay Chappell of feoret ſaynt Leonarde, 
hich late by Fere was d:ſiroged and marde. 


Both theſe ſpeaking together, with continual 
[nterruption, at laſt they fall together by the 
Ears. Here the Curate enters (for you muſt 
Xyow the Scene lies in the Church) 


Ilid tur Hands ; a vengeance cn ve both two, 
That ever ye came hyther to make this ado, 


T5 fclute Wy chyrcbe, Sc, 


Fri. 


— — — .— el —— —— p — — — 
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Fri, Mayſter Parſon, I marvayll ye will give 
l[ycence, 

To this falſe Knave in this Audience 

To publiſh his Ragman Relles with lyes. 

I dehred him yteys mere then ones cr tu yſe 

To Held his Peas tyll that I had done, 

But he would here no mere than the Man in 


the Mone. 
Pard. Why fbolde ] fuffre the, more than thou 


me ? 

Mayſter Parſon gade me Lycence before the. 

And I wolde thou nceeft it I bave Relykes 
he re, 

Other maner fluffe than theu doft bere : 

T wyll edeſy more with the Sygbt of it, 

Than will all thy pratynge of holy Mit- 

For that except that the Precher Hhimſelfe h. 
well, 

His Predycacyon dll belpe never a dell, Sc. 


Parſ. Io more & this wranglyng in my Chyrc' ; 
I ferewe our Hertys botbe for this Lurche. 
Is there any Blood ſhed bere between theſe 

Knaves 7 
Thanked be God they bad no Stavys, 
Nor Egetoles, fer then it had ben <wronge. 
Well, ye ſhall ſynge another Senge. 


Here he calls his Neighbour Prat, the Con- 
fable, with deſign to apprehend 'em, and tet 
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em in the Stocks, But the Frier and Pardoner 
prove ſturdy, and will not be ſtock'd, but fall 
upon the poor Parſon and Conſtable, and bang 
them both ſo well favour'dly, that at laſt they 
are glad to let them go at Liberty: and fo the 
Farce ends with a drawn Battle. Such as this 
were the Plays of that Age, acted in Gentle- 
men's Halls at Chriſtmas, or ſuch like feſtival 
Times, by the Servants of the Family, or Strol- 
lers who went about and made it a Trade. 
It is not unlikely that the * Lords in thoſe 
Days, and Perſons of eminent Quality, had 
their ſeveral Gangs of Players, as ſome have 
now of Fidlers, to whom they give Cloaks and 
Badges. The firſt Comedy that I have ſeen 
that looks like regular, is Gammer Gurton's 
Necale, writ, I think, in the Reign of King 
+diwvard VI. This is compoſed of five Acts, 
the Scenes unbroken, and the Unities of Time 
and Place auly obſerved, It was ated at 
Chriſt's College in Cambridge; there not being 

As yet any ſettled and publick Theatres, 
Lovew, I obſerve, Trueman, from hat you 
have ſaid, that Plays in England had a Begin- 
ning much like thoſe of Greece ; the Monologues 
and Pageants drawn from Place to Place on 
Wheels, anſwer exactly to the Cart of Theſpis, 
and 


* Til the 25th Year of Ducen Elizabeth, the Puren had nt 
Pagers ; Cut 1m that Year tu elve of the be of all thoſe au 
oolonged te fi Lords, were choſen, and favorn her Servant. 
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and the Improvements have been by ſuch little 
Steps and Degrees as among the Ancients, till 
at laſt, to uſe the Words of Sir George Buck 
(in his Third Univerſity of England) © Dra- 
s matick Poeſy is fo lively expreſs'd and repre- 
t ſented upon the publick Stages and Theatres 
e of this City, as Rome in the Auge (the higheſt 
« Pitch) of her Pomp and Glory, never ſaw it 
© better performed, I mean (ſays he) in reſpect 
« of the Action and Art, and not of the Coſt 
te and Sumptuouſneſs.” This he writ about 
the Year 1631. But can you inform me, 
Trueman, when the publick Theatres were firſt 
erected for this Purpoſe in London. 

Truem. Not certainly; but, I preſume, a- 
bout the Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign. 
For Stow in his Survey of London (which Book 
was firſt printed in the Year 1598) ſays, Of 
« late Years in Place of theſe Stage-Plays (i. e. 
te thoſe of religious Matters) have been uſed 
« Comedies, Tragedies, Interludes, and Hiſto- 
te ries, both true and feigned ; for the Acting 
e whereof certain publick Places, as the Thea- 
te tre, the Curtine, Sc. have been erected.” 
And the Continuator of Stow's Annals, p. 1004, 
ſays, that in ſixty Years befere the Publication 
of that Book, (which was Ann. Dom. 1629) 
no leſs than ſeventeen publick Stages, or com- 


mon Play-houſes, had been built in and about 


Linden, In which Number he reckons five 
Inns 
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Inns or common Oſteries, to have been in his 
Time turned into Play-houſes, one Cockpit, 
St. Paul's ſinging School, one in the Black- 
Friers, one in the White-friers, and one in for- 
mer Time at Newington Butts; and adds, be- 
fore the Space of ſixty Years paſt, I never 
knew, heard, or read of any ſuch Theatres, 
or Stages, or Play-houſes, as have been pur- 
poſely built within Man's Memory. 

Loveto. After all, I have been told, that 
Stage-plays ere inconſiſtent with the Laws of 
this Kingdom, and Players made Rogues by 
Statute, 

Truem, He that told you ſo, ſtrain'd a Point 
of Truth, I never met with any Law wholly 
to ſuppreſs them : ſometimes indeed they have 
been prohibited for a Seaſon ; as in Times of 
Lent, general Mourning, or publick Calami- 
ties, or upon other Occaſions, when the Go- 
vernment faw fit. Thus by Proclamation, 
of April, in the firſt Year of Queen El:za- 
beth, Plays and Interludes were forbid till Al- 
hallno-tide next following. Hlallinſted p. 1184. 
Some Statutes have been made for their Regu- 
lation or Reformation, not general Suppreſſion. 
By the Stat. 39. Eli. cap. 4. (Which was 
made for the ſuppreſſing of Rogues, Vagabonds. 
and ſturdy Beggars it is enacted S. 2. That 
all Perſons that be, or utter themfetves #5 bc 


Proctors, Precurers, Patent Gatherers, e, 
0 * . 
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| ** Colleftors for Goals, Pri ſans, cr Hoſpitals, ar 
| Fencers, Bearwards, common Players of In- 
| te ferli a and Minſtre ls, wandering abroad, 
| * (other than Players of Interludes belis ging to 
* any Baron of this Realm, or any other honour= 


e able Perſonage of greater Degree, to be au- 


* thoriz'd to play under the Hand and Seal 
Arms of ſuch Baron or Perſonage) all Yuglers, 
Tinkers, Pedlars, and pe ty ( apm. u, Wan- 
4 ring abroad all wand ring Perſons, &c. 
** able in Bay, ufing leytering, "ard re fuſing 13 
work for fuch reaſinable Wages as 15 Commun- 
| * by given, &c. Theſe ſhall be adjudged and 
| deemed Rogues, Vagabonds, and 1 urdy B.- 
gars, and puniſhe d as ſuch.” 
Lovew. But this Privilege of Authorifing or 
Licenſing, is taken away by the Stat. Tac. 1 
ch. 7. S. 1. and therefore all of them (as Mr. 
| Coll;er * p. 242.) are expreſly brought un- 
Aer the aſoreiaid Penalty, without Diſtinction. 
| Truem, If he means all Players, without 
Diſtinction, tis a great MI ſtake. For the 
| Force of the Queen' s Statute extends only to 
wand'ring Players, and not to ſuch as are the 
| King or "Queen's Servants, and cſtabliſli'd in 
| iettled Houſcꝭ, by Royal A; thority, On ſuch, 
the ill Cha: racter of vagrant Players (or as ticy 
| are now called, Stroliers) can cait no more 
| Aſperſion, than the wand ring Proctors, in the 
lame Statute mentioned, on thoſe of Doors. 
| 00 Commmmictifs 
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Commens, By a Stat. made 3 Fac, T. ch. 2 
it was enacted, © Th at if any Perſon fall 5 in 
% any Stag play, nterlude, Shew, May-game 
Page ws, je ingly or p1oþb anc ly ſpeak or 
5 uf the he ly by 55 of God, Chriſt Jeſus, or 
** of the Tri 1111 „ be ſoa. 1 forfeit for every ſuch 
* Offence 101. The Stat, 1 Charles I. ch. 1. 
enacts, « That ng Meetings, Aſſemblies, or Con- 
* £01 urſe of Pevple ſhall be cut of their cun Pa- 
* rithes, on the Lord's-Day, for any Sports or 
* Paſ'umes wwhatſcew er, Gr any Bear-baiting, 
Bull. bat; tin „ Jaterſudes, commen Plays, or 
« ether unlawful Exe ciſes and Paſtimes, uſed 
'* by any 1 r/in or Perſens within their own 
© Perijtes,” Theſe are all the Statutes that I 
Can chink © of, relating to the Stage and Players; 
but nothing to ſuppreſs them totally, till the 
rwo Ordinances of the Long Parliament, one 
on the 22d of Octeber 1647, the other of the 
11th of Feb. 1647. By which all Stage-plays 
ind Interludes are abſolutely forbid ; the Stages, 
Seats, Galleries, &c. to be pulled down; all 
Players, tho' calli ling themſelves the King or 
Queen's Servants, if convicted of acting within 
two Months before ſuch Conviction, to be 
puniſhed as Rogues according to Law; the 
Money reccived by them to go to the Poor of 
ie Perith; and every Spectator to pay five 
Shill:ings to the Uſe of the Poor, Alto Cock- 
nahting was prohibited by one of Ouver's Acts 
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(immens. By a Stat. made 3 Jar. I. ch. 21 
it was enacted, „ That if any Perſon all in 
'* any Stag'-flay, Interlude, Shew, May- game 
* * 
89 Pat | ef 7. We v 73 5 e anuely ſpeak Th 
« „„ h v Name of Grd, Chriſt Feſus, or 
; , , * * % : 
; ve Li, be ſhall forfeit for every ſuch 
* Ofence 10!,” The Stat, 1 Charles I. ch. 1. 
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Bull Ha,, Juterltdes, commen Plays, or 

* ther unlawful Exerciſes and Pa times, uſed 
* Ov any Perſen or P. rſens within their cn 
Vert,” Theſe are all the Statutes that 1 
Can think of, re; ting to the Stave and Players; 
but nothing to lupprets them totally, till the 
wo Ordinances of the Long Paritament, one 
te 22d of Octeber 1645, the other of the 
th of Feb, 1647. By which all Stage-plays 
a Interludes are abſolutely forbid ; the Stages, 
Seats, Gulierics, Sc. to be pulled down ; all 
Players, tho' calling themſclres the King or 
Que Servants, it convicted of acting within 
l Aonths before tuch Conviction, to be 
puniflied as Rogues according to Law; the 
onen reecived by them to go to the Poor of 
Perun; and every Spectator to pay five 
t“ the [tee t the Porr, Alto Cock- 
Neg Was ted by one of Olivers Acts 
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of 31 March 1644. But I ſuppoſe no Body 
pretends theſe Things to be Laws. I could 
lay more on this Subject, but I muſt break off 
here, and leave you, Levew:t ; my Occaſions 
require it. 

Love. Farewell, old Cavalier. 

Truem, Tis properly faid ; we are almoſt 
all of us, now, gone and forgotten, 
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